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‘FAIR SHARE’** FUND CAMPAIGNS 


The Incomparable Record Continues! 


Partial List Since September, 1958 


THIRD TIME IN THESE PARISHES GOAL OBTAINED 
St. Joseph, Shawnee, Ks. $275,000 $334,255 
St. Joseph, West Chazy, N. Y. 65,000 117,086 
St. Patrick’s, Corpus Christi, Tex. 250,000 315,000 
SECOND TIME IN THESE PARISHES GOAL OBTAINED 
St. Mary’s, Potsdam, N. Y. $200,000 $301,146 
St. Alphonsus, Tupper Lake, N. Y. 130,000 170,000 
St. Joseph, San Antonio, Tex. 120,000 138,000 
INCREASED INCOME FROM TO 
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart $ 21,000 $ 55,000 
Gallup, New Mexico per annum sper annum 


This Parish had a successful Capital Fund ‘Fair Share’* Campaign in 
1954. 
IN PROCESS 

FOR HIGH SCHOOLS GOAL NOW 
Catholic High School, Little Rock, Ark. $700,000 $710,000 
Central Catholic High School, Lafayette, 

Ind. 900,000 850,000 
Catholic High School, Salina, Ks. 450,000 507,298 


CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN 
AND ASSOCIATES 


314 East 51 Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 


FAIR SHARE* 
SS a LA 


IL 













AND ASSOCIATES 


Registered U. $. Pot. Off 


Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 





*Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 


























Introducing ..... 


A CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONAL 
PURCHASING SERVICE 


For SCHOOLS, CONVENTS, PARISHES, HOSPITALS, 


ORPHANAGES, SOCIETIES and other 
CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS 


Conscientious purchasing is a serious and usually thank- 
less responsibility, often compounded by uncertainty over 
whether or not you are getting the best buy for your money. 


However, purchasing through Malloy and Associates 
provides you with the gratifying assurance that you are 
getting quality goods for the lowest prices obtainable. 


The mass buying power of the many Catholic institutions 
served by Malloy and Associates enables us to cut buying 
costs for each individual institution. From furniture to 
clothing, sporting equipment to linen, we supply only quality 
merchandise at considerable savings. 


While you may have cooperating sources for some of 
your needs, you will find Malloy the one cost-saving source 
for all your needs. 


All we ask is that you check prices with us on your next 
requisition. We think you will find that ‘our prices speak 
louder than words.” 


Partial List of 
Typical Goods Available 


Appliances Gymnasium Equipment Linens 
Clothing Housewares Luggage 
Food Service Janitorial & Maintenance Office Equipment 
Equipment Supplies Prizes 
Furniture Laundry Equipment & Sporting Goods 
Supplies 


Malloy and Associates, Inc. 


‘941 Merchandise Mart e Room 950 e« Chicago 54, Illinois ¢ WHitehall 4-4010 





Tue Homiveric any Pasvoran Review (Monthly), LIX, No. 4 (January, 1959). 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. 


additional entry at Easton, Penna. Subscriptions to the U. S. $6.00 per annum. $6.25 in Canada. 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at New York, N 


Copyright 1958 by Joseph F. 
Y., with 











Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 
Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 

Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 50% Dacron — 50% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, Acetate Material 
durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 








dye. Guaranteed fast dye. 
Roman or Roman or 
Semi-Jesuit Semi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock .. $25.00 Style Cassock .. .$32.50 
Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock 
is additional. is additional. 


No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. 


16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE 
(either material.) 
When ordering please specify style and number desired. 











Back Chest Collar Sleeve 

No. Meas. Meas. Size Length 
B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. 
B5640 56 in. 40 in. 151 in. 32 in. 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 32 in. 
B5838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 3214 in. 
B5840 58 in. 40 in. 151 in. 324 in. 
B5842 58 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32) in. 
B5844 58 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 3214 in. 
B5846 58 in. {6 in. 1714 in. 321 in. 
B6038 60 in. 38 in. 15 in. 3314 in. 
B6040 60 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 33 in. 
B6042 60 in. 42 in. 16 in. 33) in. 
B6044 60 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 3314 in. 

é y H 7; iA; 

Beige | Wo mtonenls Ne See Se 
B6242 62 in. 42 in 161 in. 34 rm Ready Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 

— name — $25.00 — $32.50 $25.00 — $32.50 








Altar Boys \MPLETE av THIN 


THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks 
(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and 









Cc 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. 

Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct 

Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of 

Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B1l,Ea. No.B12,Ea. Surplice 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $8.00 ~w# $8.00 $8.50 18 in. 
9 Yrs. {2in. aw 8.50 SS 8.50 9.00 20 in. 
10 Yrs. 44in. “3% 9.00 &2 9.00 9.50 20 in 
11 Yrs. 46in. &§$ 9.25 e8 9.25 9.75 20 in 
12 Yrs. 48in. £8 9.75 22 9.75 10.25 22 in 
13 Yrs. 50in. 3° 10.75 sg 10.75 11.25 22 in 
14 Yrs. 52in. 8S 11.00 8. 11.00 11.50 22 in 
15 Yrs. S4in. SP 11.50 2E 11.50 12.00 24 in 
16 Yrs. 56in. .8 12.00 ©=& 12.00 12.50 24 in 
17 Yrs. 58in. Sa 12.50 82 12.50 13.00 24 in 
18 Yrs. 60 in 13.25 SB 13.25 13.75 26 in 
19 Yrs. 62 in 14.00 14.00 14.50 26 in 


For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 


Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering 


(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing 
¢ Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. Length 
~ 2 e Fe OS eee ere rere $4.50 
F No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without lace. 
P Bonen 06 a0 26 tach, Bact. ..... onc cne $3.50 
| a ON (E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight 
yet! cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra full. 
im” i Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ... $3.25 
Y fi @ No. B61. Same as No. BGO but with lace. Made 
ei 1 | ! extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$4.25 
ie (F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- 
1 forized. Rubrical banding in all church colors, 
a i ' made extra full. Specify color banding desired 
Wh oa, . when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $5.75 

» asain , Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


Jb Keate of. HANSEN Fr D. B. HANSEN & SONS 








23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. es FRanklin 2-8750 











Needlecaft \ESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


The combination of skilled handwork with material of unusual beauty 
and rich embroidered bandings explain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vest- 
ments are recognized as the Standard of Excellence. These American made 
vestments vie in artistic achievement with importations and are most attrac- 
tively priced. Your inquiries regarding your vestment requirements are 


invited without obligation. 





(B) No. ¥6350. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. “Eagle and It’s Young” 
design (symbolical of Christ’s 
care of His Followers) . Banding 
of Satin and Rayon threads. Fur- 
nished in all Church colors. Em- 
broidered emblem to match in 
IHS or AXPO design. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $73.25 
Mane Ce 6 ot cn cca 105.75 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 165.75 
Benediction Veil ....... 47.00 
Preaching Stole ........ 18.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 104.75 
ee SS eres 109.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 179.25 


(C) No. ¥6326. Brocaded Satin 
Damask. PX Palm Leaves de- 
sign material. Furnished in all 
Church colors. Gold metal wov- 
en angel design banding. Gold 
metal cloth IHS or AXPO em- 
blem to match. 


Lined Only 
Roman Chasuble ....... $77.75 
Roman Cope .......... 107.25 
Roman Dalmatics ...... 191.25 
Benediction Veil ....... 44.75 
Preaching Stole ........ 17.25 
Gothic Chasuble ....... 109.75 
oe re 108.50 
Gothic Dalmatics ....... 207.25 


(A) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Dam- 
ask material. Furnished in all Church 
colors. Woven Chalice design banding. 
Furnished with either IHS or AXPO 
emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $49.75 $54.50 
Roman Cope ......... 65.25 76.25 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 111.00 124.00 
Benediction Veil ..... 27.00 32.25 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 12.25 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 64.75 75.25 
Gothic Cope ........ 68.50 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 123.00 134.75 


(D) No. ¥6655. Brocaded Damask An- 
gel Wing design material. Furnished in 
all Church colors. Woven Cross design 
banding. Embroidered IHS or AXPO 
emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ........ 52.50 63.60 
Roman Dalmatics .... 83.50 94.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 22.75 27.50 
Preaching Stole ..LINED ONLY 9.50 
Gothic Chasuble ..... 54.75 62.50 
Gothic Cope ........ 57.50 67.50 
Gothic Dalmatics . 96.00 108.00 


(E) No. ¥6305. Brocaded Celanese, Cru- 
cifixion design material, Woven Cross 
design Banding. Furnished in all Church 
colors IHS or AXPO Emblem to match. 


Unlined Lined 
Roman Chasuble ..... $47.50 $53.00 
Roman Cope ........ 65.00 76.75 
Roman Dalmatics ..... 99.75 114.50 
Benediction Veil ..... 25.50 31.00 
Preaching Stole .. LINED ONLY 11.00 
Gothic Chasuble ...... 64.00 73.50 
Gothic Cope ......... 69.00 78.75 
Gothic Dalmatics ..... 116.00 129.75 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


Telephone 


D 





FRanklin 





% Americas Finest \ASSOUKS — 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN = 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance ae 






















































(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 

(B)° The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 
has a convenient buttonless front, 
Roman form fitting back. 








Jhe/ Kose o£ HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. Telepho 


There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measurements 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN Cassock. 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement blank. 


(E) The Purple Roman Cloak is 
tailored of purple light weight ma- 
terial. Piping of gold metal cord for 
Bishops, red metal cord for Do- 
mestic Prelates. 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


ne FRanklin 2-8750 


(F) The House Cassock has Cape Whe 
(C) A Clerical Cloak is more attached and additional half sleeves. inclu 
distinctive than an overcoat when Trimmed with red or purple piping drop 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in and buttons according to rank of inch 
either Gabardine or yo gone with Prelate. widtl 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- : P 
ar Made with or without arm- (G) The Choir Cassock without (A) 
slices. train is worn by Bishops and Mon- ered 
(D) The F ‘ol : . Signori. Illustrated with Mozetta Cros: 
€ Ferraiolone 1s worn in and Rochet as worn by a Bishop. (B) 
the Pulpit and at commencement 
exercises, banquets and receptions. (H) The Cappa Magna, worn bya ered 
Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- Bishop, is illustrated with fur Cape desig 
erend Monsignori, black for Very and lace Rochet. Fur Cape available (C) 
Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. in Ermine or Coney. ered 
eeeeeee desig 
No. A969 No. A956 (D) 
All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Light ered 
weight. For year round wear. weight. Dressy and durable. sign, 
No. A990 No. A951 (E) 
All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. Ideal Wis 
weight. Wrinkle resistant. for summer and travel. per 
No. A957 No. A911 No. | 
Tropical made of 45% wool and All-Wool Imported Serge Cloth linen 
55% Dacron. Lightweight. from France. Light weight. gg 
No. A938 No. A987 eee 
All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy All-Wool Imported Panama Cloth per j 
weight. Long wearing. from Belgium. Light weight. (E) 
No. A558 No. A946 front 
All-Wool French Surah cloth. Imported Silk-Warp Henrietta F 
Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. Cloth from Switzerland. The finest. bal 
No. A758 ered 
All-Wool Imported Gabardine No 
from Switzerland. Lightweight. Nene 
WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- (G) 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 a 
llet 
No. | 
bottc 
No. I 
No. 
sertic 
No. 
(H) 
liner 
lace. 
at be 
No. 
No. 
liner 
Surp 





ietta 
nest. 





Imported Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
When ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
including side drops, and finished width including front 
drop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
inch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 
width 32 inches including front drop. 


(A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- (1) 


No. F502 Alb. Light weight 












ered medium weight linen, eyelet 
Cross design, per yard $4.00 
(B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
GH, OE MOINS 6 os 5k 5 ksi $4.50 
(C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, Cross 
design, pet Yard... 6 ..i22-s- $5.10 
(D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
ered medium weight linen, IHS de- 
es coe oa Sicas eae $4.30 
(E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
weight linen, hemstitched with lace, 
per yard $3.75 
No. F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, hemstitched without lace, per 
ST chavhenmiasnnmadbeene $3.25 
No. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
linen, without lace or hemstitching, 
I INNIIR 0 dy x0) kG tG-w)S ae $3.00 
(E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
front. One inch hem on back. 

(F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 
linen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 
ered with IHS design $21.75 
No. F601 Surplice to match Alb. 
EYE Re PS Se: NO eed als $24.50 
(G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
linen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
Filet Lace at bottom and insertion. 
are a re RE Neen $19.25 
No. F503 Alb, as above, with lace at 
bottom only $16.75 
No. F503 Lace Surplice to match Alb. 
$13.25 
No. F 504 Alb, as above, with in- 
a. ree $16.75 
No. F504 Surplice to match Alb. 
$13.75 
(H) No. F509 Alb. Light weight 
linen with richly embellished 12-inch 
lace of Cross. IHS and Grape design 
IR 8 oa oa hace $32.50 
No. F509 Surplice to match Alb. 
ied esse grt ica eset ea ace $43.00 
No. 501 Alb. Plain —_ weight 
linen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
Surplice to match.......... 


Ve HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6,, 




















































linen, cross design embroidered 

banding. Guaranteed fast colors _G 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 

-: sgsglip etuielice es Ma arauciara sansa ate $21.00 
No. F502 Surplice to match Alb. 
ss sagicts viet ata a RR eka aE $16.50 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
for traveling purposes...... $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese ......... $8.25 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 
Seer $31.50 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 


Light weight linen top ..... $25.50 
(L) Fl F2* F3** 
EE esses $2.80 $3.00 $ 

Corporal ..... he i > ae OY 
Purificator .... .85 95 1.20 
ee 1.30 1.50 1.70 
Finger Towel..  .85 95 1.20 
Stole Collar .. .40 A5 65 


Fl Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 
**F3 Hemstitched With Lace 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd. ...... $1.19 
No. F8** Medium weight, yd. .... 1.47 
No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. ..... 1.69 
No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 1.59 


* For light weight Albs and Surplices 
** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
Albs and Surplices. 





D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


2-8750 


Telephone fRanklin 





(CCoMMUNICATIONS FROM Our Reapers 





A Journalist’s Groans 
EDITOR: 

The Church teaches that the faithful 
must first examine their conscience, 
must have contrition for their sins, must 
tell the number of times a serious sin 
has been committed, must reveal how 
long it has been since their last confes- 
sion, must make a firm resolution to 
avoid the occasions of sin and must 
perform penance. These appear to be 
the major conditions for a good con- 
fession. The wisdom for such is not 
difficult to understand, is it? All of 
which is by way of adding a word of 
congratulations for carrying Mr. George 
Kelley’s “The Priest and the Secular 
Press” (Nov., 1958). In the same spirit 
in which Mr. Kelley wrote in this maga- 
zine for priests, I should like to add a 
few observations of my own. 

Just as the Church must prescribe 
conditions and procedures to be fol- 
lowed, other institutions and organiza- 
tions must in wisdom do likewise. At 
lease five or six times each year I have 
reason to speak or work with people 
who handle releases to the press, Catho- 
lic and/or secular. Most of the time I 
walk away shaking my head and pray- 
ing for the virtue of patience because of 
the reluctance I have encountered to 
do things in a manner which will assist 
the Church in its work as well as be of 
help to writers working for secular and 
Catholic newspapers. 

About two years ago, for example, a 
sweet young lady, a chancery secretary 
handed me a bishop’s speech on exactly 


310 


54 pages of 2” x 5” onion skin, baby 
pink, scented paper. The manuscript, 
as far as typing, etc., was concerned, 
had its merits: no misspellings; the 
margins were as straight as a ruler’s 
edge; the copy was dark and clear; the 
headings of the address were centered 
with perfection. It also had its de- 
merits: single spaced; difficult to read; 
unable to be held firmly; and the pages 
were not numbered. Before taking the 
Bishop’s address to the local city news- 
paper editor, I clipped this message to 
the 54-page manuscript: “CAUTION: 
close windows and shut off fans before 
removing clip. Use magnifying glass 
to read. Flick cigarette ashes three 
feet from paper. Keep the faith.” 

For the next three days I searched 
the daily Enterprise for a story of the 
Bishop’s address. It finally appeared 
in the Sunday edition. The amount of 
space devoted to report the story was 
exactly 2” x 5”. 

Last year a darling but excited Miss 
telephoned me five minutes before His 
Kxcelleney was to deliver his address 
to more than 2,000 delegates attending 
a convention. At the time I had al- 
ready started to type the speech for 
publication. It seemed the prelate had 
used a dictaphone, and his secretary had 
failed all her courses in English gram- 
mar. There wasn’t a single paragraph 
in the thirteen pages of his address. 
Most of the sentences were between 200 
and 250 words long, no commas, no 
semi-colons, ete. Suddenly it dawned 
on me why the Bishop had seemed a 














The Contemporary stations shown 
are available in either Bronze, 
Aluminum or wood and are suitable 
for either indoor or outdoor use. 
Stations are furnished with wood 
cross and numbers. Both wood 
carvings and cast metal stations 
have figures in %4 relief. 





These stations can be seen at your 
local church goods dealers...... write 
for literature on metal statuary. 


a GRECO MANUFACTURING CO. / 4120 WEST CHICAGO AVE. / CHICAGO 51, ILL. 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


“little reluctant” to give an advance 
copy of his speech. 

At that point the young lady phoned 
me from her home. The Bishop, she 
said, had discovered that three sentences 
were missing from the address as pre- 
sented to me two hours earlier. She 
dictated to me what was missing and 
indicated where it should be inserted. 
Without the inserted words the head- 
lines would have read: “CATHOLIC 
BISHOP CALLS JEWS AND PROT- 
ESTANTS IGNORANT.” But the 
bishop’s additional words clarified the 
statement: “. . . ignorant if they did 
not want to insist on promoting the 
common good of the community, etc.” 

Four years ago I waited two days to 
obtain a prelate’s speech. Three hours 


gin, a secretary called to say that she 
was unable to give me copies of the 
speech for the newspapers. She had 
forgotten to make carbon copies. She 
suggested, “Why don’t you take it in 
shorthand and give the essence of it to 
the morning newspapers. I would make 
other copies tonight, but I have a blind 
date.” 

“No, thank you,” I replied. “I’m not 
ready for excommunication. Besides, I 
have five little hungry mouths to feed. 
I will get the Bishop’s copy when he 
finishes reading it and employ hotel 
secretaries to bang out copies for the 
city editors. I'll send you a copy of it 
by Western Union Messenger Service 
for your files in the morning.” 

Catholic press officials, both lay and 


before the dinner was scheduled to be- clergy, have been telling me for the 








Thinking of Raising Money? 


ARE YOU IN NEED of money for expansion or other purposes? If so, think of 
what it could mean to you if you followed the same plan which has enabled so many 
priests to accomplish the seemingly impossible. 


Catholic Appeals Preferred 


HUNDREDS OF PRIESTS have solved their problem by soliciting the support of Catholics in other 
sections of the country. A high percentage of these men and women. they soon found out, would much 
rather contribute to an out-of-town organization of their own faith, than to the many non-sectarian 
agencies which solicit their support. 


Why Deprive Yourself of Your Share? 


WHY DEPRIVE YOURSELF of this much-needed money when it is so easy to cultivate the friend- 
ship of Catholics who donate millions of dollars every year to various out-of-town Catholic organiza- 
tions? Practically everyone of the leading Catholic welfare agencies got its start this way. It’s no 
wonder they have used the plan ever since. Think of the satisfaction of knowing you are using the 
same technique which has enabled so many organizations to become so successful. 


200.000 Catholic Men and Women 


TO MAKE IT AS EASY as possible to reach your goal, ™~ can select from among the same nine 
classifications which these priests have found so helpful: Catholic executives— married women— 
single women—elderly people—known contributors—etc. As many as 100,000 names are added and 
half that many dropped every year. The list changes almost completely every four years. Our new 
HPR folder, just off the press, tells the whole story. Because it can mean so much to you, why not 
ask for a copy> Remember, it’s FREE 


CATHOLIC LAITY BUREAU 


45 WEST 45th Street (Established 1939) NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 
























Price is not the measure of good toste. Our 
staff, eminently qualified by background and 
experience, will make your wish of today be- 
come the reality of tomorrow. Whatever your 
budget, the services of our organization are 


at your disposal. 














. 


"Rev. Edward J. Begley, Pastor, St. Michael's Church, Union, 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


past ten years that a bishop's secretary 
and the chancery personnel simply must 
assist them in getting Catholic news 
stories to the secular newspapers; that 
those working for the diocese must make 
it a point to know secular and Catholic 
newspapermen, their problems and 
procedures. If we do this, they say, 
then the publie will learn to under- 
stand the Church’s problems, what she 
is doing to solve them, and a more 
general interest in the Church will re- 
sult. In essence, the Catholic press 
officials are calling for an “enlightened 
public relations on all Church levels.” 
It is tradition (something the Church 
and all Catholies love) that newspaper 
releases be typed on 81/2” x 11” copy 
paper, with wide margins, double 
spaced, the pages numbered and the 
first page slugged with the Bishop’s 


name, the date of the speech and ocea- 
sion for the same. Other conditions 
should be that the typist read the 
speech, make several carbon copies, 
have it ready for release at least one 
day before it will be delivered, and that 
it not be folded. Those concerned 
should know the names of men assigned 
to cover religious news stories, their 
deadlines, their needs to give proper 
coverage, photograph requirements, etc. 
Above all, these professional journalists 
who come into the office should be made 
to feel at home. It won’t hurt to serve 
them a cup of coffee if they must wait. 
At any rate, why not show them that 
the Chureh is a hospitable institution 
in every respect? They expect, these 
newsmen, friendliness and_ efficiency 
from a friendly and efficient Church. 

A CaTHOLIC JOURNALIST 
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The Forgotten Sin 


Two recent communications in the 
pages of your Review—‘‘The Commer- 
cialized Mass” (Aug., 1958) and “Par- 
ish Scandal Sheet?” (Dec., 1958)—were 
concerned with two aspects of the 
general subject of support of the parish. 
Without passing comment on either of 
the two letters, we should like here to 
touch still another aspect by represent- 
ing briefly a failing in the way we ap- 
proach the faithful regarding support 
of the parish. 

Since Catholics are obliged to keep 
the whole law in order to be saved, it 
follows that we priests are correspond- 
ingly obliged to preach the whole law, 
“teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” 
(Matt. 28, 20). Therefore the priest 
must not subtract from or mitigate the 
teachings of the Great High Priest. 


One of the laws which we must not 
neglect to teach is the fifth precept of 
the Church, a logical deduction from 
the third commandment of God, for 
without support there would be no one 
to direct the worship of God and no 
place to hold it. The Chureh did and 
could again save souls without the laws 
of holyday attendance at Mass and 
without the laws of fast and abstinence. 
But she did not and could not 
souls without support. 

It might be well for us humbly to 
examine our consciences on the preach- 
ing of the fifth precept of the Chureh. 
By so doing we may well have to admit 
that this precept seems sadly neglected 
in the United States. While it is true 
that appeals for money are quite fre- 
quently delivered from the pulpit, still 
a speech begging money is definitely not 
a homily on the moral implications of 
the fifth preeept. All Catholies realize 
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archy, Priests, and Architects. 


Complete Unit: $225 F.O.B. Cleveland 15, Ohio 
(If payment is enclosed with order, $205, 
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that it is a mortal sin to break: the laws 
regarding Mass attendance and Friday 
abstinence, but how many Catholics 
are equally aware that they are guilty 
of sin by failure to contribute properly 
to the support of their parishes? And 
whose fault is that? 

If we do find, after an honest ap- 
praisal of the matter, that we have been 
preaching money rather than the ob- 
servance of the fifth precept, then cer- 
tain things logically follow: this pre- 
cept as a moral obligation should be 
restored to its properly proportioned 
place in our sermon series; the habit 
of giving primarily at the Offertory col- 
lection should be gently but firmly 
inculeated; emphasis should be placed 
on that much neglected fact that the 
Mass is more beneficial and meaning- 
ful if one sacrifices to God a share of 
his material wealth in the Mass along 
with his sacrifice of Christ. 

Good people appreciate knowing just 
what is expected of them. And while it 
is very difficult to set down a hard 
and fast percentage for every case, 
nevertheless it seems safe to say that 
2'/. per cent would be a reasonable 
contribution from the income of the 
average Wage earner. 

Heaven, the reward of 
hell, the sanetion of sin, should be con- 
sidered. It would be well to inform the 
parishioners that good Catholies do 
their duty in the matter of Church sup- 
port, and that permission to act as spon- 
sors, ete., will have to be withheld from 
We might even 


virtue, and 


irresponsible persons. 
say that in extremely obvious cases of 
culpability the sacraments would have 
to be privately denied, just as for any 
other sin. 

It would be well to stress this posi- 
God greatly loves those 
without 


tive point: 
who give ungrudgingly and 
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being coaxed by human respect or ma- 
terial attractions. 

The majority of Catholics earnestly 
try to live up to their obligations as they 
know them. And when their obligation 
regarding the fifth precept is presented 
to them on an average safe percentage 
basis with its moral implications, we 
should expect them sincerely to try to 
fulfill it. 

Once the majority of our people 
understands this duty and begins trying 
to contribute 2'/2 per cent, the use of 
the Offertory collection as the primary 
channel of sacrifice would largely elimi- 
nate the alleged necessity for such 
things as bingos and bazaars, fairs and 


fiestas, raffles and rummages, campaigns 
and chances, cake sales and socials, 
dinners and drives, and contrivances of 
a similar nature. 

In short, it seems that we priests in 
America are not preaching the fifth pre- 
cept of the Church as a serious moral 
obligation. It appears that we have for- 
gotten that our good Catholic people 
would contribute sufficiently if they 
were better trained and if our insistence 
on proper parish support were backed by 
certain sanctions. 


EpwWaArD O’BYRNE 
JOSEPH DoyLe 
Las Vegas, New Mexico 
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ON CCS FUND RAISING 


‘“. .. Thirty-eight years in the Priesthood have provided the opportunity for 
every manner of fund raising, from small projects to a million dollar cam- 
paign. In this period, the various agencies have shown a satisfactory com- 
petence. However, in the front rank for quality of personnel, client interest 
and organizational ability, all of which add up to campaign success, | must 


place C.C.S... .” NEW JERSEY 


‘... At the onset of the campaign | did not feel my parishioners would sup- 
port this endeavor with enthusiasm due to previous bad experiences in 
former campaigns. This feeling was expressed to your staff members upon 
their arrival and under the corporation’s executive direction they conquered 
this problem and produced a successful result...“ NEW YORK 


‘*... We were puzzled with a financial problem and we called in several 
professional fund raising firms for advice. Your system gained our confidence 
because we felt it had something many professional fund raising systems 
lacked. That something is your policy of replacing pressure by good-will, 
your substitution of a high standard of Catholic ethics for the cold, detached 


o 


approach to just raising money for money's sake... WISCONSIN 


‘*\... Too much praise cannot be given to the methods used by the Com- 
munity Counselling Service, Inc. In every way they conformed with the very 
best of Catholic ethics. Not once during the campaign did | hear a single 
worker make the slightest complaint in regard to the policies of your organi- 
zation. Further, | heard no complaints from the people of the parish, which 
indicates that each worker was properly trained and carried out in every 


a 


detail the instructions given... NEW JERSEY 


‘*... Their courtesy, their industry, and their enthusiasm was an inspiration 
to the more than two hundred volunteer workers who were under their direc- 
tion. Their Catholic ethics are in themselves a worthy tribute to your organi- 


zation... MISSOURI 


‘ 


*, .. Now that | have had time to observe the way in which subscribers are 
faithful to monthly pledge payments, | am able to say that the campaign was 
a grand success. | want you to know that | appreciate the fact that the 
larger part of the immediate credit for this success is due to the service 
rendered by Community Counselling Service... NEW YORK 
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Collectivism via 


Approved Textbooks 


 -_ its apologetic title, this 
article is not merely an attempt to ex- 
plain the merits of the Catholic high 
school as such, nor even to endeavor to 
justify its existence in contemporary 
American life. Going much farther, this 
effort aims to show how the Catholic 
high school, containing, as it does, the 
traditional moral disciplines upon which 
our greatness as a nation was originally 
predicated, may well be the light that 
will penetrate and disperse the present 
miasma of pragmatism which beclouds 
much of our educational horizon. 
Hopefully it will make clear the pre- 
eminent position which the Catholic 
high school will assume not only in nur- 
turing potential American Catholic 
leadership, but primarily in preserving 
the gift of Faith in our Catholie youth 
as they enter the all-important battle- 
field of the war of ideas. “For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the Principalities and the 
Powers, against the world-rulers of this 
darkness” (Eph. 6, 12). 

“BRAINWASHING IN THE 
HIGH SCHOOLS” 


Mr. E. Merrill Root, author and 


By JAMES E. NOONAN, O.M.I. 





One of the very best columns to be 
found in Catholic weeklies is “The Evi- 
dence of Things.” Its author, Fr. 
Noonan, manages an edifying amount of 
literary output, always challenging, de- 
spite his work in administrating three 
rural parishes. 

In the first part of his article Fr. 
Noonan writes as priest and scholar; in 
the second part he is the practical ad- 
ministrator, urging that the “building 
and maintenance of Catholic central high 
schools should take preference over tn- 
dividual grade schools” in most areas. 





teacher (Earlham College, Richmond, 
Indiana) has recently written a most 
provocative and challenging book on 
the modern collectivist trend found in 
many social study texts used in our 
public high schools today. Entitled 
Brainwashing in the High Schools 
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(Devin-Adair, New York, 1958), the 
book is a scholarly examination of 
eleven American history texts currently 
in use at the large Evanston Township 
High School, Evanston, Illinois. In his 
exhaustive study Prof. Root gives 
abundant evidence of collectivist ide- 
ology, incitement to class distinction, 
Marxian socialism, and a studied dis- 
dain for traditional American principles 
of patriotism. 

The introductory chapter, “Why We 
Are Losing the Cold War,” sets the 
stage for the study. “The United 
States is losing the cold war. It is los- 
ing the intellectual and spiritual war, 
the war of ideas and ideals, which is the 
real war” (p.2). The next 14 pages are 
given over to a critical examination of 
Major William E. Mayer’s explosive 
article in U.S. News and World Report? 
of February 24, 1956, in which the army 
psychiatrist, after interrogating thou- 
sands of soldiers, mostly from the 
Korean theatre, made the astounding 
statement that one-third of the Ameri- 
can soldiers captured in Korea yielded 
to brainwashing. Wrote Major Mayer: 


It is tragically clear that our educa- 
tional system, excellent as it is, fails 
miserably in getting across to the 
young the absolute fundamentals of 
survival in a tense and troubled so- 
ciety.... A returning prisoner often 
related how the Communists would 
give him a very intensive education 
about the Communist viewpoint of 
history which emphasized every pos- 
sible defect in our development and 
attitudes, and the soldier would con- 
fess that his own knowledge of the 
American system—of our history, our 
politics, our economics—was insuffi- 
cient to enable him to refute this 
Communist version, even in his own 
mind. 


Prof. Root establishes what he ealls 
“a vacuum in the mind,” as confirmed 


*“Why Did GI Captives Cave In?” 
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by this report, and proceeds to find the 
causes thereof in the pragmatic texts 
which portray America in a “negative” 
way, while glorifying socialism and 
Marxian collectivism. But he adds a 
warning note to the effect that not all 
the blame ean be laid to bad texts and 
inefficient teaching methods. 


This is certainly not to absolve the 
parents who allow themselves to be 
excluded from the academic training 
of their children. Parents are 
morally obligated to instill at home 
the spiritual basis and the moral vir- 
tues of life; they should object mili- 
tantly when they find their children 
being indoctrinated and brainwashed 
with the relativism, the collectivism, 
and the nihilism of the hour... But 
still much of the blame rests upon 
the schools, the teachers, and the 
textbooks. (p. 10) 


Here Prof. Root could have added 
that Major Mayer poignantly proved 
this point when he said that the Com- 
munists were unable to brainwash those 
boys who had long openly professed 
and lived their religious convictions. 


ANALYSIS OF THE TEXTBOOKS 


Before proceeding to the study of the 
textbooks, this writer would make it 
clear, as do Prof. Root and Major 
Mayer, that, in spite of tremendous 
“liberal” and “progressive” pressures 
exerted in the field of education, hun- 
dreds of thousands of fine and dedicated 
individual teachers in American schools 
must not be included in the condemna- 
tion of those left-wing authors and edu- 
eators who form an “interlocking di- 
rectorate.”” We have excellent teachers 
who individually resist the indoctrina- 
tion of the so-called educational organ- 
izations which seem to have secured a 
totalitarian grip on a school system that 
is supposed to be owned and run by the 
American citizenry. 


i’ ie 23 
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COLLECTIVISM VIA APPROVED TEXTBOOKS 


A glance at some chapter headings in 
Root’s book is revealing. ‘People’s 
Democracy or Constitutional Govern- 
ment?’”: “Nation Indivisible or Class 
War?”; “What They Do to the Con- 
stitution”; “What They Do to the 
Founding Fathers”; “The Seamy Side 
of American Life”; “How to Apply the 
Double Standard”; “Brainwashing in 
Foreign Affairs”; ‘Anti-anti-commu- 
nism,” ete. The author points out: 


The assumption that our form of gov- 

ernment is not a constitutional re- 

public, but a “democracy,” is the root 
out of which many of the thistles in 

these textbooks grow. It leads di- 

rectly to an interpretation of Ameri- 

can history in terms of a clash of 
classes, which is actually a sort of 

civil war. (p. 40) 

The final chapter of Brainwashing in 
the High Schools is ealled “Tainted 
Sources.” It reads almost like a Who’s 
Who of left-wing and fellow-traveling 
authors—the inspiration behind much 
of the “brainwashing.” The author’s 
deft exposure of these “authorities” who 
attempt to whitewash the Communist 
revolution as a “people’s revolt” against 
oppression instead of a violent and ruth- 
less overthrowing of the Kerensky con- 
stitutional government (p. 211) is one 
of the highlights of the book.  Ineffi- 
cient teaching methods, coupled with 
tainted textbooks amount to almost a 
conspiracy to belittle the United States 
and its moral functions and, at the same 
time, to glorify socialism and pragma- 
tism—these tactics uniting to produce a 
“vacuum of the mind.” 


CONCERN TO CATHOLICS 


More than 65 per cent of our Catho- 
lic high school students are enrolled in 
the publie schools of the nation. Fur- 
thermore, a society influenced by such 
“edueation” will in turn affect, at least 
to a degree, both teachers and students 


in our own schools. What Prof. Root 
has written must be a concern to Cath- 
olics, priests and laity, but this concern 
should run much deeper because we are 
also threatened by the possibility of a 
“vacuum of the soul”! Even if the pub- 
lic school system were equipped only 
with the most dedicated and conscien- 
tious of teachers, even if every textbook 
were written with the utmost objectiv- 
ity and learning, there would still be— 
as there is now—the palpable danger 
of producing such a vacuum. Here re- 
call Major Mayer’s belief that most of 
the GI’s who were brainwashed in Ko- 
rea were youths whom the publie school 
system of our nation had failed to edu- 
cate “in the fundamentals of survival 
in a tense and troubled society.” When 
the name of God is prohibited in the 
public schools, when any mention of the 
Ten Commandments—much less their 
explanation—is banned, when whatever 
pertains to religion is studiously ignored, 
how can we avoid the slow-growing can- 
cer of a spiritual vacuum in the souls 
of our children? And if many Ameri- 
can youths in Korea were easy victims 
of the clever Chinese brainwashers be- 
cause they were not given the “funda- 
mentals of survival” in a chaotic soci- 
ety, are not those of our Catholic youths 
who are reared in religionless schools 
apt to be victims of the clever, atheistic 
brainwashers in secular universities? 
Those who have a strong Catholic back- 
ground and home life will, with the 
grace of God, survive. But what about 
the others—perhaps the majority—who 
have the benefit of little or no religious 
education in their homes? 

What is the answer? More Catholic 
high schools—and thoroughly Catholic 
high schools! I add this because our 
schools must be kept distinctly and un- 
ecompromisingly Catholic, or they lose 
their raison d’étre. It is undeniable 
that Catholic teachers have, on oeca- 
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sion, absorbed some of the ideas and ae- 
cepted some of the methods that have 
been made fashionable by secularistic 
educators without fully understanding 
their implications. For this, we have 
no less an authority than Cardinal 
John F. O’Hara of Philadelphia, who 
has warned against the “experi- 
mental fantasies of the teachers’ col- 
leges” which have ensnared some of our 
teachers. The Catholic school must 
avoid the pitfalls of these “experimental 
fantasies” in whatever form they may 
appear—from leftist-slanted textbooks 
to “testing and guiding” techniques 
which teach the child to debate the un- 
debatable, which undermine his faith 
in his parents, and, ultimately, in ab- 
solute principles. We cannot afford to 
be complacent about this; we must make 
every effort to keep the errors of mod- 
ernism from creeping into Catholic 
schools. Errors are, in a sense, more 
dangerous in Catholic schools than they 
are anywhere else, for there they ac- 
quire the apparent status of Catholic 
teaching. 


WHENCE THIS TROUBLE? 


The principal errors in American edu- 
cation today had their inception in an 
attack on the traditional principles 
underlying public school education in- 
stigated about 45 years ago by “a group 
at Columbia University’s teachers col- 
lege who called themselves the ‘Frontier 
Thinkers.’ ’” The results of this group’s 
“progressivism” are all too evident not 
only in education itself, but in such so- 
cial by-products as the going-steady 
and the too-early-dating crises which 





*“Why Are Our Schools That Way?”—tele- 
cast by Don Raihle, WKBT-TV, LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin, July 5, 1958. Confer also “What’s 
Happened to Our Schools?” by Rosalie Gor- 
don (America’s Future, 542 Main Street, New 
Rochelle, N. Y.). 
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has grown out of too much emphasis on 
social activities. 

Dr. Felix Wittmer, well-known edu- 
eator, writer, and lecturer, address- 
ing the student body and faculty of Sa- 
cred Heart Dominican College in Hous- 
ton, Texas, on October 24, 1957, made 
the following observations: ‘The most 
important thing in the foundation of 
our civilization is faith. The saddest 
thing I have noted in my contact with 
teacher training institutions is that they 
have not simply separated Chureh from 
State; they have disearded religion al- 
together. 
people who scoff at our religious beliefs, 


. Today it is agnosties, 


who have the key positions in eduea- 
tion.” 

Again, this past November, Dr. 
Walter C. Langsam, the Lutheran presi- 
dent of the University of Cincinnati, 
told his student body and faculty that 
“by misinterpreting the sensible theory 
of separation of Church and State to 
mean the divorcement of religion from 
education, we have actually as a nation 
been favoring the anti-religious and 
even atheistic elements of our popula- 
tion.” Decrying the heritage of John 
Dewey and the situation in most col- 
leges in which “God Himself has be- 
come an elective subject,” Dr. Langsam 
declared, “I can think of no surer way 
than this to outright Marxism.” 


CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY 
AND/OR HIGH SCHOOLS? 


That the Catholic high school is as- 
suming, more and more, the status of a 
safe refuge for the protection of our ad- 
olescents’ faith and a competent citadel 
for their training for leadership in soci- 
ety, few will deny. Two main difficul- 
ties, however, must be admitted and 
faced: lack of teachers; insufficient in- 
come to build and maintain schools that 
‘an compete with the palaces of public 
education built with the taxpayers’ 


. 
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money. In well-situated urban  par- 
ishes, the latter is not a formidable con- 
cern. The tremendous strides made in 
building modern grade schools and high 
schools during the last decade have been 
the envy of the entire world. On sev- 
eral occassions Pius XII warmly con- 
gratulated American Catholics for their 
accomplishments in this direction. 

In districts and in parishes less favor- 
ably situated, however, the question is 
a pressing one. Wherever possible, it 
has been the custom to erect grade 
In the mind of this writer, the 
custom seems out of step with the ur- 
geney of the hour. 


schools. 


It is increasingly 
difficult to staff even a four-room coun- 
try school with teaching nuns, and the 
building and maintenance of the aver- 
age country grade school greatly taxes 
the resources of the small parish. Last 
October, Fr. Neil G. McCluskey, 8.J., 
told a Chicago audience that by 1971, 
it is predicted, lay teachers will outnum- 
ber nuns in the parochial schools. He 
based his prediction on rates of increase 
in school enrollment, the status of re- 
ligious vocations, and lay teacher re- 
At present, there are 35,000 
lay teachers and 97,000 nuns in the pa- 
rochial schools, and by 1971, Fr. Me- 
Cluskey estimates, there will be 137,000 
lay teachers and only 121,000 nuns. 


cruitment. 


PROPOSAL AND OBJECTIONS 


It would seem, then, that in view of 
these two major difficulties and the ur- 
gency of providing Christian educa- 
tional facilities for Catholie youth at 
the most critical period of their lives, 
the building and maintenance of Cath- 
olic central high schools should take 
preference over individual = grade 
Some localities may not have 
this need, but most of them do. In a 
distriet where six parishes are situated 
Within a radius of twenty miles, there 


schools. 


is hardly any conceivable reason why 
«u modern Catholic central high school 
could not be erected and maintained. 

From what quarter shall we have 
the greatest protest? From the parents, 
I think. They will tell us that “No one 
can prepare the children for their First 
Communion the way the nuns can!” 
“No one else can teach them the three 
R’s so efficiently; no one can think up 
such nice programs as can the nuns’”’— 
et cetera. All this may be true, rela- 
tively speaking. But the first respon- 
sibility for the spiritual education of 
the children rests on the parents, and 
not on the nuns. God 
dedicated and consecrated souls; they 
would be the first so to advise the par- 
ents. 

We have too many parents today 
who think that when the children are 
sent off to the nuns, all responsibility 
for spiritual training in the home 
In some of our Catholic homes 
—to cite extreme cases—there is no 
prayer, not even at mealtime; no seri- 
ous reading of Catholic publications; 
“Chureh” isn’t even mentioned until 
Saturday evening or maybe Sunday 
morning at 9:30, when someone inquires 
about the late Mass. And even in quite 
good Catholic homes many parents do 
not feel that it is their responsibility to 
teach the children Christian doctrine! 


bless these 


ceases. 


WE NEED NOT APOLOGIZE 
FOR OUR LAITY 


On October 5, Pius XII, of sainted 
memory, gave a ringing challenge to 
2,000 delegates from 90 countries con- 
vened in Rome for the Second World 
Congress for the Lay Apostolate. “The 
Church of Christ,” he said, “does not 
at all think of abandoning the field to 
its declared enemy, atheistic Commu- 
nism, without a fight. This fight will 
be fought to the finish, but with the 
arms of Christ.” He laid stress on 
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teaching and on the necessity of bring- 
ing the Christian spirit into all aspects 
of life—and he mentioned specifically 
the laymen who teach in Catholic 
schools in the United States. This was 
the plea to laymen which was made by 
the early Church Fathers: “We bear a 
precious treasure [Catholic Faith]; help 
us to distribute it!” 


AB ESSE AD POSSE ... 


And many lay people have re- 
sponded. In many districts where it has 
been impossible to build grade schools, 
conscientious men and women are tak- 
ing a lively interest in the Confrater- 
nity of Christian Doctrine, generously 
giving their time to help the pastor 
teach catechism. The result is bound to 
be stronger Christian homes, more en- 
lightened Christian homes, and a more 
intense parochial life. Pastors can find 
many opportunities to encourage this 
sense of responsibility among parents.* 

Finally, this generous and intense 
apostolate might be a splendid prepa- 
ration for entrance into a Catholic high 


* For a detailed study of the tremendous in- 
crease in Catholic central high schools during 
the past half century confer The Catholic 
Central High School by Rev. Edw. F. Speiers, 
M.A., Ph.D. (Catholic University Press, 1951.) 
This is a detailed study, principally for the 
use of school administrators, on the economic 
and administrative angles of the venture. The 
section, “Assessment of Parishes,” beginning 
on p. 75 is pertinent to this essay. 


school. For the sacrifice and faith en- 
tailed in such endeavors will lead to a 
ready appreciation of the sentiments of 
Pius XI, when he said in his matchless 
encyclical on Christian education: 


The true Christian, product of 
Christian education, is the spiritual 
man who thinks, judges, and acts 
constantly and consistently in accord- 
ance with right reason illumined by 
the supernatural light of the example 
and teaching of Christ; in other 
words, to use the current term, the 
true and finished man of .character. 

The scope and aim of Christian 
education as here described appears 
to the worldly as an abstraction, or 
rather something that cannot be at- 
tained without the suppression or 
dwarfing of the natural faculties, and 
without a renunciation of the activi- 
ties of the present life, and hence 
inimical to social life and temporal 
prosperity and contrary to all prog- 
ress in letters, arts and sciences, and 
all the other elements of civilization. 
To a like objection raised by the 
ignorance and the prejudice of even 
cultured pagans of a former day, and 
repeated with greater frequency and 
insistence in modern times, Tertul- 
lian has replied as follows: “We are 
not strangers to life. We are fully 
aware of the gratitude we owe to 
God, our Lord and Creator. We re- 
ject none of the fruits of His handi- 
work; we only abstain from their 
immoderate or unlawful use” (Chris- 
tian Education of Youth, Dee. 31, 
1929). 





In a forthcoming HPR Issue 


ards of modesty. 





Precisely how much immodesty would one have seen on the streets of 
pagan Rome as compared to Mainstreet U.S.A.? In a forthcoming issue 
“Pater sine Nomine,” who will be remembered for his forthright “Measures 
and Modesty” (HPR, Nov. 1957), will answer this question and, at the 
same time, reply to criticisms of his earlier HPR article made by Fr. John 
Lynch, S.J., in Theological Studies (June, 1958). His article will also solve 
(with documentation) the mystery of the origin of the “Marylike” stand- 
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Adolescent Steady Dating: 
Is Marriage the Sole 


Justification? 


s PULPIT, classroom and _ pe- 
riodical the practice of steady dating 
among adolescents has been condemned 
as morally wrong, a proximate occasion 
of sin. Appeal is almost invariably 
made by the speaker or writer to this 
principle: the sole justification for 
courtship is the prospect of marriage by 
the two parties within the reasonably 
foreseeable future. Usually reference 
is made to the authority of earlier 
moralists. 

This study examines the subject in 
the broader context in which these ear- 
lier theologians considered it, company 
keeping between the sexes in general, 
not just so-called “steady dating.” It 
questions the validity of the moral judg- 
ment requiring the prospect of marriage 
to justify the exposure to the moral 
danger involved. A subsidiary issue is 
the question of fact: Is “going steady” 
a proximate occasion of serious sin for 
all youth, the so-called absolute occa- 
sion, or only a relative one? Steady dat- 
ing is taken here not in the restricted 
sense generally employed in recent 
moral studies of the subject: associa- 
tion by two individuals, exclusive of all 
others, with a frequency of several times 
a week, and their relationship charac- 
terized by affection. Rather the term 
has here the wide meaning given to it 


By ROBERT H. SPRINGER, S.J. 


by young people themselves. Joe and 
Mary may date as just described; or, 
they associate only with each other and 








Fr. Springer is Professor of Moral 
Theology, Woodstock College, Wood- 
stock, Md., formerly of the faculty of the 
Gregorian University in Rome. The very 
question in his title will assure this article 
an attentive readership. 





with affection, but they date just sev- 
eral times a month; or, their relationship 
is one of mere convenience and com- 
panionship rather than of love, though 
they associate frequently and exclu- 
sively with each other. 


CONSIDER AERTNYS AND NOLDIN 


First, then, must the intention of 
marriage be present to permit dating 
in general? We find this judgment first 
enunciated in an earlier age and another 
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clime, a fact that requires us to examine 
it carefully before we apply it un- 
changed to our own day and mores. 
Let us look at it in the presentation of 
two representative moral theologians, 
both of whom are frequently cited on 
this question. Aertnys, speaking of ex- 
clusive association between the sexes 
before engagement, says: “Only they 
may keep company who intend and are 
able to enter marriage within a reason- 
able time. The reason for this is that 
otherwise there would be no legitimate 
cause for exposing themselves to the 
danger involved.”! And Noldin states 
of association by two persons not yet 
engaged: “Keeping company is per se 
illicit, unless there is present a good rea- 
son rendering it licit. . The hope of 
future marriage is the sole reason for 
which such association becomes per- 
missible.’”* It is clear from the context 
that both authors require the prospect 
of marriage even for an occasion of sin 
which is not proximate.* 

It is to be noted that these older 
authors are treating of those who are 
in love (‘“adamantes”). Now it is 
doubtful that all or most modern 
juveniles who date steady are in love. 
Of 24,604 Catholic high school students 
surveyed, less than half of those going 
steady considered themselves in love’. 

2 Theologia moralis (Ist ed., 1887 lib. 6, n. 
342. 
“— stiones morales (1st ed., 1889) 2, n. 


aa 


Therefore courtship must be prohibited 
and if the occasion of sin is proximate, even 
under penalty of denial of absolution—because 
of the danger of sinning, if there is no hope of 
marriage . . .” Ibid. “Lest courtship be- 
come a proximate occasion, or, if it has al- 
ready become such, that it may cease to be 
so, the following rules are set down.” (Here 
follows the rule requiring the prospect of 
marriage, already cited.) Aertnys, loc. cit. 
*When They Start Going Steady, Conroy 
(St. Paul, Catechetical Guild Education So- 
ciety, 1954), pp. 60-61, quoted in Marriage 
and the Family, Alphonse Clemens (Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. J., Prentice-Hall, 1957), p. 116. 
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Even granting a margin of error in 
this statistic, young people are not 
lovers in the sense these moral authors 
have in mind. For they are speaking 
of their own times when association be- 
tween the sexes did not begin until an 
older age than in our society. There is 
good evidence showing that there is 
greater danger at a later age, when love 
is stronger and marriage a nearer 
prospect.° At this time, too, the nat- 
ural reserve in the presence of the 
opposite sex, characteristic of the earlier 
years of adolescence, has gone. We 
have one reason, then, to give us pause 
in applying to the present scene the 
judgment of these moralists demanding 
the prospect of marriage as the sole 
justification for heterosexual associa- 
tion. 

In the older moralists, moreover, this 
statement is not an enunciation of a 
moral principle. They are stating a 
practical rule of conduct, setting down 
an application of a principle they have 
already enunciated, viz., one may not 
expose himself to an occasion of sin 
without a sufficient reason. By the 
very fact that they are making an ap- 
plication of principle rather than a 
principle itself, it is clear that they 
do not consider the ‘“prospect-of- 
marriage” rule as necessarily an un- 
changing one. 


OTHER REASONS FOR DATING 


It is submitted that there are other 
reasons for association between the 
sexes besides marriage. The first of 
these could not have been appreciated 
by the earlier moralists, since it is a 
finding of adolescent psychology in re- 
cent decades. It is the psychological 


°Cf. John R. Connery, S.J., “Steady Dating 


among Adolescents,” Theological Studies 19 


(Mar. 1958), pp. 73-80. 
°Cf. Noldin, loc. cit. 
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fact that association with the opposite 
sex is necessary for the normal develop- 
ment of the adolescent personality. As 
the social consciousness of the adoles- 
cent expands, it time 
strongly heterosexual and demands the 
company of the opposite sex as its 
natural object, required for its proper 
unfolding. If denied this company, 
abnormality results: 


becomes in 


If the young person is barred from 
all contact with the opposite sex, the 
natural desire for such companion- 
ship may become very pronounced 
and lead to violent and unrestrained 
behavior as soon as the barriers are 
lifted. Yet it is just as possible that 
the correct approach to the opposite 
sex will not be discovered at all. 
Then the person through bashfulness, 
fear and awkwardness is prevented 
from realizing his life’s dream of 


happiness.? 


We can also appreciate better today, 
thanks to the sociologist and his science, 
the spiritual benefit of adolescent asso- 
ciation to the troubled age of youth. 
Dr. Urban H. Fleege reports* that boys 
testify they are spiritually helped by 
their companionship with girls. In re- 
sponse to the question, “Do girls help 
or hinder you in your spiritual life?”, 
“T don’t think of 
sex with girls around”; “Their holiness 
is an inspiration to me”; “They make 
me want to respect them.” The conelu- 
sion drawn by Fleege is: ‘The chances 
are the least that girls will have a 
harmful effect on the spiritual life of 
the boys who frequently and occasion- 
ally associate with them. The chances 
are the greatest that thoughts about 
virls will be harmful to boys who never 
0 out with them.” 


typical answers were: 


* Rudolph Allers, Sex Psychology in Educa- 
tion (St. Louis, Herder, 1937), p. 242. 

*Self-Revelation of the Adolescent Boy 
(Milwaukee, Bruce, 1945), p. 193. 


Did the earlier moralists also appre- 
ciate as fully as we the necessity of 
heterosexual association as a prepara- 
tion for future life, which in large meas- 
ure is spent in social and business con- 
tact with the opposite sex? Perhaps, 
but not in the case of girls, whose place 
in those times was exclusively in the 
home or convent. At any rate, they 
did hold that association between the 
sexes prior to engagement is a free 
occasion of sin which must be discon- 
tinued in the absence of the prospect of 
marriage.® In the light of the data of 
modern psychology and _ sociology, 
heterosexual adolescent association is 
necessary; the occasion of sin then is 
also necessary and must be judged ac- 
cording to the moral rules of a necessary 
occasion, not a free occasion as these 
authors consider it. The psychological 
need of the adolescent for association 
with the opposite sex, as we now know 
it, permits a more lenient moral judg- 
ment than older moralists gave it; it is 
per se licit, only per accidens illicit. 

It can be objected that more recent 
editions of these same two authors still 
insist on the necessity of proximate mar- 
riage, even though the successors of 
Noldin and Aertnys know the data of 
modern psychology and sociology. This 
objection, however, is not entirely valid. 
Latest editions of these two works ap- 
pear in this matter to have fallen into 
the weakness to which moral is liable, 
and of which existentialism rightly 
warns—the error of merely repeating 
the rules of conduct set down by earlier 
moralists without re-examining their 
applicability to a later social milieu. 
As evidence of this, the 1955 edition of 
Noldin and the 1950 edition of Aertnys 


* This is clear from the fact that they insist 
that the association be dissolved when it is a 
proximate occasion. This is normally required 
only when the occasion is a free one. 
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merely repeat verbatim the entire sec- 
tion on dating before engagement of the 
1905 and 1887 editions respectively, 
with the sole addition of a few words 
applying the same doctrine to mixed- 
religion dating. In so doing, have the 
present day adapters remained faithful 
to the spirit of Noldin and Aertnys, 
both of whom followed St. Alphonsus 
on this question but differed from him 
in part?!° 


MORAL EVALUATION 


So much for the question of adolescent 
dating in general. What is the signifi- 
‘ance of this psychological and socio- 
logical data as applied to steady dat- 
ing? First, we may differ from these 
authors by not requiring as the justify- 
ing cause the prospect of marriage for 
those for whom steady association is 
not a proximate occasion of sin. We 
now know of other reasons for tolerat- 
ing the danger. Secondly, even when 
steady dating is a proximate occasion, 
we must be somewhat more ready to 
admit exceptions to the rule that mar- 
riage is the only justifying cause. 
Granted that the spiritual benefit men- 
tioned above and the necessity of 
heterosexual companionship for proper 
adolescent maturing are not sufficient 
reasons for permitting the danger in- 
herent in the intimacy characterizing 
much steady dating, they are neverthe- 


” The Saint had ruled out all courtship pre- 
vious to engagement, even though the parties 
had marriage in view. Cf. Theologia moralis 
(Gaudé edition) lib. 6, n. 452. But both 
Noldin and Aertnys held it to be necessary 
on the grounds that one has a right to know 
a person before becoming engaged to him. 
No doubt Alphonsus had judged correctly, 
given the rampant public licence of his day 
and region, as his biographers show. That he 
too had made an independent judgment on 
this point is shown from the fact that he here 
parts company with Roneaglia, whom in 
general he admired and followed. Cf. Ron- 
caglia’s position in his Universa moralis 
theologia (Venetiis, F. Pitteri, 1753) tr. 19, 
q. 5, eap. 4, q. 8. 
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less factors that must be weighed. In 
combination with other considerations 
they may constitute an adequate rea- 
son for some classes of adolescents. 

What about that class of young 
people today for whom sex is a moral 
problem, e.g., those given to solitary 
sin, or plagued by sins of thought and 
desire, or hypersexual, perhaps experi- 
encing pollution from even modest danc- 
ing, and the like? Because of the cur- 
rent cult of undress that taints our 
whole social milieu there are probably 
more young people in this category 
than we realize. If a competent psy- 
chologist judges that association with a 
single individual of the opposite sex is 
indicated for the proper reorientation 
of the disordered sexual instinct in such 
persons, and the companion chosen for 
a steady relationship is one of moral 
integrity and commands respect, may 
steady dating be interdicted on the 
grounds that there is no prospect of 
marriage? 

This much is certainly true. When 
the occasion of sin is precisely the sin- 
ful habit or the hypersexual condition, 
then association with the same person 
may not be prohibited. For it is not 
the association with this person as such 
which constitutes the occasion. Rather 
the moral obligation is to eliminate the 
habit or the condition." 

A second class of steady companions 
of whom the intention of marriage may 
possibly not be required: there are 
some communities where going steady 
(in the broad sense given above) is the 
sole pattern of association between the 
sexes. Either a boy goes steady or he 
is deprived of heterosexual companion- 
ship. The principle is beyond question 
that one may not remain in a free proxi- 
mate occasion of mortal sin. But con- 


"Cf. Noldin-Schmitt, Summa theologiae 
moralis, 3, n. 398. 
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sidering the psychological need of the 
boy-girl relationship, as previously in- 
dicated, and the innate compulsion of 
adolescents to conform to the group, 
to which is sometimes added external 
pressure from the group itself, what 
moral judgment is then to be made? 

For some, we may suppose, the pat- 
tern of association is not such as to con- 
stitute a proximate occasion of mortal 
sin. Their continued steady association 
must be tolerated, even though they do 
not contemplate marriage. For those, 
however, who do find themselves in 
such an occasion of sin, the prospect of 
marriage must ordinarily be verified to 
permit continued association. If they 
intend to marry, they are no longer in 
a free occasion. For the moral im- 
possibility (or notable difficulty) of 
disrupting the association renders the 
oeecasion necessary. 

Are these spouses-to-be the only 
members of the community who are in 
a necessary occasion and therefore the 
only members of this exclusive club who 
may be allowed to continue? It is sub- 
mitted that for some other individuals 
of the group who are not of nubile age, 
moral impossibility may also be veri- 
fied. Given an individual's greater psy- 
chological need of companionship and 
the alternative of social ostracism by 
his fellows, the hardship of non-con- 
formity with the existing pattern can 
be a notable one and hence the occasion 
necessary. Though he must take means 
to render the occasion remote, even to 
the point of never being alone with his 
companion should this be required, it 
cannot be demanded of him that he 
have marriage in view. 


OVERSIMPLIFICATION 


There is reasonable doubt, then, as to 
the validity of the universal statement, 
“steady dating is sinful for young people 


when there is no prospect of marriage.” 
We have a third reason for deprecating 
this oversimplified judgment in the case 
of some adolescents who know from past 
experience that it is not a proximate 
occasion of sin for themselves. They 
know this not only from the testimony 
of their own consciences, but from the 
considered judgment of their spiritual 
directors arriving at this decision from 
the absence of sin in their relationship. 
For this class of adolescents, too, mar- 
riage may not be required under pain 
of sin to tolerate the undesirable rela- 
tionship. To insist on it only confuses 
already confused young consciences.!* 
[t follows therefore that steady dating 
is not a proximate occasion of sin for 
all young people, the so-called absolute 
occasion; it is a relative one, depending 
on the moral make-up of the individual. 

There still remains the question of 
fact. Is going steady a proximate occa- 
sion of sin for young people who do not 
fall into any of the classifications listed 
above? For many it is. That it is 
such for most youngsters there is rea- 
son to doubt. Often the association of 
the same two individuals does not con- 
tinue for a sufficient time for that de- 
gree of intimacy to result which would 
constitute a proximate occasion of 
grave sin. Many times they date ex- 
clusively for several weeks or months, 
break up, then enter into another steady 
relationship for a like period of time. 
It is not sufficient to require only the 
elements of frequency of association, 
affection, and exclusiveness for a proxi- 
mate occasion of grave sin to be present 
in dating. The element of dating over 


“This confusion is compounded when 
preachers or teachers fail to make clear the 
type of steady dating they are condemning. 
As youth understands the term, it includes 
mere relationships of convenience, sometimes 
even an association limited to telephoning. 
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a protracted period of time must be 


added. 


MORE DANGERS THAN DATING 


There is a danger latent in the form 
of the current attack against steady 
dating. It is that of making it the 
whipping boy for the whole youth-dat- 
ing problem. At least there is the 
danger of thinking we have solved a 
much broader problem simply by 
eliminating steady association of the 
sexes. In reality we shall have elim- 
inated but one symptom of a whole 
symptom eluster. Catholic sociologists 
make it clear that we are dealing with 
a much larger issue. John L. Thomas, 
S.J., calls attention to the general lack 
of supervision by parents and the lax 
moral attitude of the dominant culture 
group regarding petting, resulting in 
the sexual stimulation of our unmarried 
youth.'* Dr. Alphonse H. Clemens also 
blames the practice of prematurely 
early dating and the ignorance of par- 
ents and youth of the dangers inherent 
therein; the excessive amount of liberty 
given young people; the lack of super- 
vision by parents of their children’s 
leisure-time habits: movies, compan- 
ions, parties, television and radio pro- 


* The American Catholic Family (Engle- 
wood Cliffs, N. J., Prentice-Hall, 1956), pp. 
372-73. 
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grams.'4 To this can be added the 
widespread use of alcohol. Since these 
other elements integrate the problem of 
adolescent association, we cannot de- 
mand the discontinuance of steady dat- 
ing as if it were the sole cause of the 
moral danger. To the extent that it 
has been blamed for all, or most of the 
problem, we have exaggerated the rea- 
son required to tolerate it and have de- 
manded, sometimes unjustifiably, the 
prospect of marriage. 

What is required is a total reorgan- 
ization of the pattern of youth associa- 
tion involving the elimination of too 
early association of the sexes, of undue 
liberty given them, ete. This in turn 
requires a program of education of 
youth and parents alike, in which 
church, school and family co-operate. 
We are looking for an easy way out 
if we hope for the abolition of steady 
dating by holding the big stick of mor- 
tal sin over young heads. 

I oppose, in general, steady dating 
among adolescents. But I also oppose 
that oversimplified solution which con- 
sists in teaching that all young people 
place themselves in a proximate occa- 
sion of serious sin by dating steadily; 
that marriage within a reasonable time 
is the sole cause which permits this 
danger to their virtue. 





‘* Op. cit. 106-13, passim. 
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Tableau Way of the Cross 


| the twenty-six years of 
my priesthood there has been a fading 
away of the Stations of the Cross devo- 
tions during Lent. Each year sees 
smaller and smaller attendance, and I 
must say that this saddens me. Medi- 
tation on the passion and death of 
our Savior is a fundamental devotion. 
Christ, Himself, has pleaded for this 
sympathy all the way back to Isaias, 
through the three Apostles in the 
Garden of Géthsemane, along the 
centuries of saints and mysties, past the 
revelations to St. Margaret Mary, to 
this present age of growing indiffer- 
ence. 

It is easy for a priest to shrug this 
off with the observation: “I urged the 
people to come in my Sunday announce- 
ments. We offer the Stations to them. 
It is not our fault.” Were the growing 
indifference such as to affect our physi- 
eal plant, we should, perhaps, make an 
extensive study for a new approach. 
Ours is supposed to be the role of 
leaders, and yet it appears at times as 
if we are allowing the faithful to drift 
into dangerous passivism. 





Father Kennedy is a 
pastor and author of sev- 
eral books, pamphlets 
and articles, and pro- 
duces the annual Paro- 
chial Mass and = An- 
nouncement Book (Wag- 
mer, N. Y.). We are 
proud to pass on the 
benefit of his successful 
experiment to his fellow 
priests. 





By MAURICE KENNEDY 


In an effort, therefore, to offset this 
lethargy of the people (whatever its 
cause—whether television, material- 
ism’s softness, or something else) we set 
out to find a new approach to draw the 
people to the Stations. We felt confi- 
dence after our Lenten Wednesday 
evening “Miracle Play” expositions of 
the sacraments to an almost full church. 
Now that we were back last Lent to 
simple talks on Wednesday evenings, 
the attendance had diminished by two- 





thirds. 

At the first of the year, I contacted 
four men and invited them to a meet- 
ing. Though there are two parishes in 
the Chicago archdiocese where the Liv- 
ing Stations are conducted during Lent, 
I purposely avoided them lest our own 
approach involve plagiarism and their 
ambitious program discourage our 
effort. To the four men, my vague 
ideas were delineated. One man has 
experience with backgrounds, another 
is set-up man for the rotogravure sec- 
tion of a newspaper, a third was once 
a window-trimmer, and the fourth is 
a man who is handy with tools. My de- 
fense to all objections as to how the 
congregation might react was the same 
—What do we care what people think 
if we can get them back to meditation 
on Christ’s passion and death?” En- 
couraged by their final agreement to 
co-operate with me, I began to explain 
details to the four men and quietly to 
select a cast. The four helpers agreed 
to be the stagehands and to work on 
prop design. 
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Ist STATION 


The Props 
We made a backdrop of two double- 
winged reinforced screens, 4’ x 10’ and 
hinged. The hinging and quick inter- 
lock made for quick removal for Bene- 
diction as well as for storing. On the 
flat backdrop was painted a mural of 
Jerusalem’s outer wall and a rocky 
landscape to Calvary. The individual 
stations were arranged in this way: 
First Station 
A regal chair; crown of thorns 
(plaited from a farm bush with the in- 
side thorns clipped); an ewer and 
basin; artist’s makeup-rouge to mark 
Christ’s face and forehead with blood 
splotches. 
Second Station 


The cross (of pecky cypress, 6’ by 
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10’); rope girdle to drag Christ; the 
plaque, INRI, with a hole drilled for 
quick fastening to a hook-screw on the 
cross; old wicker-basket containing old 
hammer, nails (railroad spikes), dice 
(chuck-a-luck size), sponge and vine- 
gar jug, leather cat-o’-nine-tails for 
one soldier to drive Christ (and Simon) 
along. 


Third Station 

Same props as for Second Station. 
Fourth Station 

Same props as for Second Station. 
Fifth Station 

Same props as for Second Station. 
Sixth Station 

Towel for Veronica (we used an 


Irish linen hand towel) with beautiful 


. 
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impression by our artists using an air 
brush. Afterwards a white non-trans- 


parent material was sewn over the 


back to hide the bleed-through. 
Seventh Station 
Same props as for Second Station. 
Eighth Station 
Same props as for Second Station. 
Ninth Station 
Same props as for Second Station. 
Tenth Station 
Same props as for Second Station, 
Ifere soldiers use the dice. 
Eleventh Station 
Same props as for Second Station. 
Here INRI is attached to 
Soldiers hold two spikes together and 


cross. 





hit one against the other with hammer. 
Twelfth Station 
Platform for Christ to stand on with 
slot in back for erecting cross securely 
(slotted grooves); bolts screwed into 
hand-nail holes with Christ’s fingers 
entwined around bolts (hands and feet 
struck across with artist’s rouge); the 
women, standing in front, cover plat- 
form and Christ’s feet; one soldier has 
sponge and vinegar jug while the other 
soldier holds spear. 
Thirteenth Station 
Low collapsible stool on which the 
Blessed Virgin will sit and allow the 
prone Christ’s head to rest against her; 
basket out; cross and platform out. 
Fourteenth Station 
hinged, 


Sarcophagus: — three-sided, 





STATION 
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5TH STATION 


marble effect by paper covering, free- 
standing (two sides 2’ high, 2’ wide, 
front 2’ high, 6’ wide). Platform of 
Thirteenth Station inside to rest 
mummy upon. Mummy made up with 
good grade crepe paper wound hori- 
zontally, built up of wood and any 
type of stuffing to such thickness that 
upper part of mummy appears over 
side of sarcophagus. (All props used 
on predellum of altar, a natural stage.) 


Cast, Costumes, Action 


The number of people in the cast is 
optional. It really depends on your 
taste and on the size of the predellum. 
What follows is our choice. We sought 
to give variety in spite of a compara- 
tively limited predellum. 


First Station 


Pilate vested in plain linen alb which 
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has temporary wide bands of colored 
ribbon for ornamentation above the 
hem line. Over the alb a rented velvet 
and white fur-rich robe. <A _ rented 
golden laurel wreath for Pilate’s head. 
He sulks, contemplates, rises, washes 
his hands, then points to take Christ 
away. 

Two soldiers in rented armor. One 
holds the end of a rope which is tied 


around Christ’s waist. The other 
carries leather thongs to drive Christ 
along. 


Christ clothed in a full loin cloth 
(made by actor’s wife, somewhat like 
a large squared diaper, with hook and 
eyefasteners and wide pleats in white 
linen). An alb. Over the alb the rich 
seamless tunic. At an actor’s supply 
house, the wig and beard can be pur- 
chased at a moderate price and then 
trimmed to taste. The completion of 


T 
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-_"s “ee 


TABLEAU WAY OF THE CROSS 





6TH STATION 


this costume is the crown of thorns 
(and the rouge splotches). Christ 
stands facing Pilate. 

Boy (about 14) in sleeveless loose- 
fitting colored tunie to his knees, 
gathered with wide leather belt. Ordi- 
nary play sandals complete this cos- 
tume. In this Station the boy stands 
beside Pilate facing people; then, with 
towel on his arm, he pours water over 
the hands of Pilate. 


Second Station 
The soldiers place the cross on 
Christ’s shoulder. Boy completes 
scene carrying INRI and basket of 
accessories. 


Third Station 
Same four, ie., two soldiers (one 
pulling with rope; the other driving 


Christ with cat-o’-nine-tails) ; boy with 
plaque and basket moving about; 
Christ beneath cross. Soldier’s whip 
‘an strike cross to mock striking at 
Him. 


Fourth Station 

Christ with cross; two soldiers; boy; 
St. John dressed in colorfully em- 
broidered tunic; Mary Magdalene 
(without a veil in order to show her 
beautiful hair); the Blessed Virgin. 
(The women of the parish went to a 
department store, picked out contrast- 
ing colors of satin-type, solid-color 
material and made their own gowns. 
The style was floor length, full dresses 
gathered at the waist with belts and 
ornamental roping. The veils were of 
like material in different shade—some 
veils long and pointed in back. Magda- 
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lene wore a contrasting colored, many- 
folded, rounded, shoulder veil of the 
same material.) 

John and Magdalene flank Mary. 
Mary steps out and, going up to her 
Son, puts her arm around Him. They 
look at each other in sympathy and 
understanding. 


Fifth Station 

Two soldiers; plaque boy; Christ 
and Simon. Simon is dressed in dark 
Bermuda shorts. A surplice is his full 
waist. A pair of wristlets are made of 
plastic (black and like the old-fashioned 
buteher’s wristlets). Over the surplice 
is worn a sleeveless, rough finished 
leather vest. His feet are covered with 
sandals with wide leather lacings to 
above the calves. He stands below as 
an onlooker when scene opens. Soldier 
beckons him to come up and help 
Christ. Simon gestures refusal. Soldier 
comes down, scuffles with and subdues 
Simon, then pushes him into place. 
When the cross is placed on_ his 
shoulder, Christ turns and_ touches 
Simon’s shoulder. Simon suddenly 
straightens and puts out his chest. 
Head held high, he follows Christ. 


Sixth Station 

Two soldiers; Christ; Simon behind 
with cross, and plaque boy. Veronica 
stands below when lights go on; she 
holds towel (painted likeness held close 
to her). She approaches Christ, and 
He puts His hands beneath towel, bends 
down to it (to conceal image), 
straightens up with towel in face-spong- 
ing position, then hands it to her. She 
looks at it with face on towel facing 
people and walks slowly down altar 
steps as meditation concludes and lights 
are extinguished. 


Seventh Station 


Two soldiers; plaque boy; Christ and 


344 


Simon following. Christ takes one or 
two steps when lights go on and then 
falls for the second time. Soldiers fight 
roughly to pull Him up. Simon stares 
disapproval of their roughness and ges- 
tures angrily at soldiers. Lights out. 


Eighth Station 

Two soldiers; plaque boy; Christ; 
Simon. At the foot of the steps three 
women weep, their arms around four 
children. (We had little ten-year-olds 
dressed, each in different color, in knee- 
length, sleeveless tunics gathered at 
waist with contrasting material, e.g., 
like neck-piping on their tunics. One 
hoy wore a beanie, while another wore 
a colorful turkish towel with a band— 
and he looked like an eastern sheik). 
One boy runs up and puts his arms 
around Christ. Christ looks down and 
rests His hand on boy’s head as lights 
go out. 


Ninth Station 

Two soldiers; plaque boy; Christ; 
Simon. As lights go on, Christ stumbles 
and falls. He slowly turns His head 
toward people and looks up to soldier 
pleadingly. Lights out. (Cast asked 
that the mediations during the falls be 
shortened due to limited action possible 
on their part, i.e., one soldier tugging 
at rope; the other pulling at Christ and 
swinging cat-o-nine-tails; Simon sim- 
ply following; the plaque boy wander- 
ing back and forth idly). 


Tenth Station 

(Cross and Simon off setting for this 
scene). Two soldiers; plaque boy; 
Christ. When lights go on, the two 
soldiers are pulling the seamless gar- 
ment off Christ. Then they begin to 
tug at it between them. Finally they 
They take the 
dice out of the basket and toss them. 


agree to “east lots.” 


The loser gestures his disgust while the 


TABLEAU 


WAY OF THE CROSS 


entrusts the 
proudly to the plaque boy. 


winner folded garment 
The lights 
go out as they begin to strip off the 
inner robe (the alb). 


Eleventh Station 

The cross lies down the steps angu- 
larly, Christ stretched out upon. it. 
One soldier is holding His arms on the 
cross-bar; the others kneel concealing 
His feet. The one at Christ’s feet takes 
two spikes and the hammer out of the 
plaque boy’s basket 
nailing. 


and begins the 
Sound may be produced by 
holding the two spikes next to each 
other and striking one. The plaque 
hoy moves up to the head of the cross 
and affixes the INRI. 


Twelfth Station 
We used two blue spotlights only, 
shooting upward from the side for this 
Christ has His hands (struck 
with 
screw bolts. 
loin cloth. 


scene. 
across entwined in the 

He is clothed in only the 
He stands on the platform 
which also has the slot holding the 
cross. On one side is the soldier with 
vinegar flask and sponge; on the other 


rouge ) 


side is the soldier holding the spear. 
Mary Magdalene, the Blessed Virgin 
and John stand in front and below, 
concealing the platform and Christ’s 
feet. The other women and _ four 
children may stand at the side below 
the steps. Christ’s head moves with 
the meditation; it finally falls on His 
chest. As the lights go out, the soldier 
raises the spear to pierce His side. 


Thirteenth Station 

The “Pieta.” All props off except a 
low stool on which the Blessed Virgin 
may sit. Christ is stretched prone 
toward the people, His head in Mary’s 
lap. John and Magdalene kneel below, 
concealing His feet. All use caressing 
strokes in their quiet grief. 





Fourteenth Station 

Sarcophagus as described in props on 
predellum. Magdalene sits near His 
feet. Mary and John stand before the 
mummy on the floor. Two other women 
can stand near the head. As meditation 
progresses briefly, the two women walk 
off scene, casting sad, backward glances. 
Magdalene rises, kisses feet of mummy, 
walks off. Mary and John approach 
mummy; Mary places her hands fondly 
on the remains, stands erect, and walks 
off slowly with John’s arm about her. 
The lights go out on the empty scene. 


Our Procedure 


Our Stations were over in 35 to 40 
minutes since everyone knew his par- 
ticular obligations. The priest re- 
mained at the lectern throughout while 
the altar boys moved from Station to 
Station with the cross and two candles 
(unlighted to preserve darkness). Two 
very, very dim bulbs were the only con- 
stant light in the sanctuary. Four am- 
ber spotlights focused on the predellum 
and backdrop (operated, if possible, by 
one switch). One prop man gave his 
whole time only to the light switches. 
Another prop man was the co-ordinator 
whose job was to watch and prompt the 
electrician and the two scenery shifters. 
We bought a brown 9 x 12’ piece of 
tent canvas and created a hiding place 
in the sanctuary near the predellum 
behind which to keep props. 

In general terms, this was our pro- 
cedure. We prepared, on the predellum 
beforehand, the backdrop and Pilate’s 
chair. Lights on in the body of the 
church (sufficient lighting to enable the 
priest to read verses of Stabat Mater 
from the hymn ecard). 

The priest goes to leetern and gives 
ex tempore introduction, or prelude. As 
altar boys proceed to the First Station, 
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all sing the first stanza of the Stabat 
Mater. Then all lights go out and the 
actors hurry on stage while the priest 
begins the first meditation in the dark. 
When the scene is ready, the prompter 
signals for amber lights while the priest 
continues the consideration. After the 
priest has finished, the amber lights go 
off. The actors hurry off stage. The 
chair is removed. Then the lights in 
church are switched on. Meanwhile, 
in the darkness, the priest and people 
recite the Pater, Ave and Gloria. When 
the lights go on, all sing the next verse 
of the Stabat Mater as the altar boys 
move to second Station. 

Then the same schedule repeats it- 
self: meditation begins; all lights out; 
props and actors on stage; amber lights 
on (except at Twelfth Station when 


two blue lights are used); meditation 
ends, and priest begins Pater; amber 
lights off; actors and props off stage; 
church lights go on. At the end of the 
15th verse of the Stabat Mater, while 
the collection is taken up (choir may 
sing a hymn), the prop men remove 
the backdrops to the sides for the pres- 
ent, revealing all in readiness for 
Benediction. The whole ceremony is 
completed in 45-50 minutes. 

If more churches bring back medi- 
tation on the sufferings and death of 
Christ due to this article, my reward 
will await me where it really counts. 
I urge my fellow priests not to fear 
this form of devotion as a gigantic 
undertaking, nor as something too dra- 
matic to be dignified. The minimum 
of acting due to the tableau back- 
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ground removes the danger of the 
overly dramatic. The ex tempore 
contemplations are readily kept fresh 
by the fund of information available 


for a priest. It took us only three 


weeks to prepare this whole Tableau 
without previous experience. 

My only hope here is to help revive 
aun answer to His plea: ‘Could you not 
watch one hour with Me?” 





12TH STATION 
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Newman, Parish Priest 


_ John Henry Cardinal 


Newman’s renown, well merited by 
his intellectual accomplishments, has 
tended to obscure or minimize his con- 
siderable accomplishments at the “grass 
roots” level of parish life, first as an 
Anglican priest and later as an Orato- 
rian of St. Philip Neri. 


“BRICK-AND-MORTAR MAN” 


The date of his reception into the 
Catholie Church, October 9, 1845, fairly 
evenly divides his life into the Anglican 
and Catholie periods. In both of them 
the intellectual and practical Newman 
reveals himself, interested always in 
the one great object of promoting the 
revealed faith of Jesus Christ. In both 
of them, too, he manifests himself as a 
man of practical efficiency, a good all- 
round parish priest, scrupulously atten- 
tive to the religious needs of all his 
parishioners, anxiously concerned with 
such details as parochial visitations, 
instructions of the young and the old, 
and eare of the sick and the poor. 
An almost unknown aspect of Newman 
is that of him as a very efficient 
fund-raiser for several of his parish 





Since 1951 Fr. Me- 
Vannus has been Instruc- 
tor in English at St. Ber- 
nard’s Seminary, Roches- 
ler, N. Y. Prior to his 
appointment he had been 
engage d in parish work 


for seven years. 
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churches, and a builder of no mean ac- 
complishments. John Keble wrote him 
in 1825 what succeeding years would 
witness: “Now you are a_ briek-and- 
mortar man.”"! 

Newman, of course, Was no activist. 
His accomplishments and successes as 
a parish priest cannot be properly un- 
derstood without realizing that the 
consciousness of his office as priest 
weighed heavy upon him. This was 
true when he served as curate at St. 
Clement’s Church in Oxford from 1824 
until his resignation in 1826. It was 
true when he was Vicar of the Univer- 
sity Chureh of St. Mary the Virgin, 
with the care of the mission of Little- 
more, from 1828 until 18438. And it was 
especially true during his life as founder 
and first superior of the Oratory in Kng- 
land, from its establishment at Mary- 
vale, outside Birmingham, in 1848, until 
his death at the Oratory in Edgbaston, 
a suburb of Birmingham, on August 11, 
1890. What he wrote in his journal in 
1826 regarding his new duties as a tutor 
of Oriel College well served as the 
earnest prayer of all his priestly years: 
that he might engage in his pastoral re- 
sponsibilities “in the strength of Christ, 
remembering I am a minister of God, 
and have a commission to preach the 
gospel, remembering the worth of souls, 
and that I shall have to answer for the 
opportunities given me of benefitting 


those who are under my care.”* 


' Letters and Correspondence of John Henry 
Newman (edited by Anne Mozley), I, p. 86. 
*John Henry Newman Autobiographical 
Writings (edited by Henry Tristram), p. 209. 
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NEWMAN, PARISH PRIEST 


“DEAN, TUTOR, BURSAR, AND ALL” 


Besides Newman’s profound spiritu- 
ality, which motivated all that he did 
or strove to do, there was a natural 
talent, highly refined and many times 
sorely tested, which stood him in good 
stead in his parochial work. This was 
his extraordinary ability to concentrate, 
an ability which enabled him to engage 
in so many different projects simul- 
taneously. For him there was seldom 
the opportunity of meeting only one 
challenge at a time. He would be, on 
occasion, pastor-tutor-scholar. Even 
in the midst of a demanding amount 
of parochial work at St. Clement’s, for 
example, he was also vice-principal of 
St. Alban’s Hall at Oxford. “I am 
Dean, Tutor, Bursar, and all. . . .’" 
Nearly thirty years later, as rector of 
the Catholic University of Ireland, he 
would undertake the additional duties 
of dean, tutor, and chaplain in a most 
practical effort to reduce expenses. And 
at the same time, of course, he would 
be the superior of a religious commu- 
nity, with all its own pressing problems, 
across the St. George’s Channel in 
Birmingham. 

Perhaps, though, an even more im- 
pressive illustration of Newman’s abil- 
ity to concentrate amid many difficul- 
ties is to be found during the long 
months of uncertainty attendant upon 
the celebrated Achilli case in the early 
1850's. Then he was at once in the 
process of relocating the Oratory at 
Edgbaston, preparing his University 
lectures to be delivered in Dublin, and 
anxiously defending himself in a erim- 
inal libel suit which threatened to place 
the new rector of the Catholic Univer- 
sity in a prison cell. It is little wonder 
that Newman, as a result of such pres- 
sure and that of his earlier overwork 
as curate at St. Clement’s, would re- 


i Anne Mozley, op. cit., I, p. 84. 


mark that “I felt what, in the event, 
became a chronie indigestion from which 
I have never recovered.’ 


ENTERS PARISH LIFE 


It was in 1824, when he was already 
a Fellow of Oriel College, that he was 
introduced to parochial work. St. 
Clement’s, an outlying Oxford parish, 
was in need of a young curate to assist 
the elderly rector. The need was fur- 
ther accentuated by the inadequacy of 
the chureh itself, which was far too 
small to accommodate the parishioners. 
Many of them, pleading crowded con- 
ditions at church and the age of the 
rector, had drifted away, some into 
Dissent, and others, it was sadly ob- 
served, into alehouses. 

The challenge confronting Newman 
was to reclaim the drifters, to instill a 
religious spirit into the unfortunately 
neglected parish, and to serve as a kind 
of pledge to the parishioners that the 
decline would be halted and their parish 
revitalized. Setting to work during 
the summer months, Newman instituted 
a thorough house-to-house visitation, 
making an average of eight calls daily. 
Unwittingly he even approached the 
local Catholic priest, who gave what 
must have been unsatisfactory answers 
to Newman’s inquiries. Within the first 
month Newman had completed about 
one-third of his visitations in a parish 
which he estimated to contain some 
2.000 souls. “It will be a great thing 
done,” he wrote his mother. “I shall 
know my parishioners, and be known 
by them.”® 

The happy result of his parochial 
visitations was an increased attendance 
at the morning service. Previously 
only 50 parishioners had attended. Now 
the small echureh, seating some 200, 


*Tbid., I, p. 112. 
Ibid, I, p. 75. 
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could not accommodate all who wished 
to attend. Soon Newman planned an 
additional service for the afternoon and 
he laid plans for a Sunday School. The 
mounting pressure of his activities is 
evidenced by a remark in his journal 
during that first summer: “Two Ser- 
mons a week are very exhausting. This 
is only the third week, and I am already 
running dry.’® So energetic was he in 
his parochial work, in addition to that 
with his pupils and his writings, that 
he soon found himself called a Meth- 
odist. 

As he had sought at St. Clement’s to 
deepen the spirituality of the parish, so 
later, at St. Mary’s, he continued his 
tireless religious program. He intro- 
duced daily morning service in 1834, 
began a series of weekly lectures in 
Adam de Brome’s Chapel (formerly the 
Lady Chapel), and in 1837 began an 
early Communion service at seven 
o'clock. Slowly it seemed that his ef- 
forts at St. Mary’s were meeting with 
a more favorable response. In 1838 he 
was made happy when two of his pa- 
rishioners asked to be allowed to receive 
Communion at their wedding. 

If the shopkeepers and college serv- 
ants of Oxford, who largely consti- 
tuted his parishioners at St. Mary’s, 
proved less enthusiastic and cooperative 
than those whom he had served at St. 
Clement’s, Newman was to find at Lit- 
tlemore, the mission of St. Mary’s some 
three miles outside Oxford, an encour- 
aging reception of his labors. There, 
after a census revealed about 300 to be 
under his charge, Newman made plans 
to build a church. The rented room in 
Littlemore, which had provided for only 
one service on Sunday evening and an 
instruction during the week, he deemed 
totally inadequate to satisfy the re- 
ligious needs of his flock. At first there 


* Autobiographical Writings, p. 201. 
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were a few objectors to his building 
program, including the clerk of the 
neighboring hamlet of Iffey who re- 
sented the anticipated loss of his double 
fees for marriages and funerals; but 
the parishioners themselves rallied 
round Newman. Several times each 
week he walked out from Oxford to 
conduct services, catechize, and visit 
the sick. 


MONEY WORRIES 


At St. Clement’s Newman had raised 
funds for the new church which cost 
almost £6,000. Here at Littlemore he 
was also successful in erecting a church, 
dedicated to SS. Mary and Nicholas, at 
a cost of nearly £800. The yoke of 
indebtedness, which at times he had 
experienced in his efforts to aid his rela- 
tives, made him fearful of unnecessary 
expenses. Qne of his principles, as his 
brother-in-law Thomas Mozley  ob- 
served, was to “owe no man anything, 
not even on a church account.’ 

This principle, of course, cireum- 
stances sometimes forced him to violate. 
At the time of the building of the new 
Oratory at Edgbaston, Newman was 
already engaged in the very costly 
Achilli suit. Heartened by the gener- 
ous funds being subscribed by the pub- 
lic for his defense, he would not, there- 
fore, permit an additional appeal for 
building funds. Nonetheless he man- 
aged to erect the Oratory which stands 
today on Hagley Road. In an effort 
to economize he bought a second-hand 
roof from a disused factory for the 
newly erected Oratory’s first church, 
dedicated to the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, which opened in 1853. 

In the following year, when he was 
contemplating a University Church for 
the Catholic University, Newman in- 


7 Reminiscences, I, p. 346. 
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sisted that it must be as inexpensive as 
possible. The chureh which he built, 
dedicated in 1856 to SS. Peter and Paul, 
remains as another monument of his 
administration in Ireland. Its cost of 
£5,600, far more than he had antici- 
pated, he bore by dipping into the sur- 
plus defense funds as well as by secur- 
ing a loan from his community. Since 
he hoped to reimburse the Oratory from 
the Sunday collections at the Univer- 
sity Church, it is understandable that 
he could write with such pleasure to 
Fr. Ambrose St. John in Birmingham: 
“T had 1,000 people to my sermon on 
Sunday, and cleared above £21.’ 

His attitude toward money, therefore, 
was not unrealistic. “I could not make 
out whether you said my Sermons were 
‘selling’ or ‘telling,’” he wrote to a 
friend in 1849. “I wish them to ‘tell,’ 
but I am very much more interested, I 
must own, in the sale.”® This concern 
was prompted, of course, by his painful 
awareness of the many expenses of his 
community and by his desire to be of 
financial assistance to the Oratory. 
Money that might be contributed from 
an unworthy motive he did not want, as 
he emphasized at Littlemore during the 
appeals for the new church. Nor was 
he willing to accept donations from 
those nominal parishioners who might 
choose to contribute, but not to attend 
church. 

In matters of finance Newman was 
always most exacting, and his ability 
with such details earned the admiration 
of the tradesmen of Oxford. In 1825, 
when he was vice-principal of St. Al- 
ban’s Hall, he found the accounts in 
such disorder that, until he could cor- 
rect them, they—as he wrote—‘‘haunted 
“Fergal McGrath, S.J., Newman’s Univer- 
sity, p. 415. 


* Letters of John Henry Newman (edited by 
Derek Stanford and Muriel Spark), p. 171. 





me incessantly.’?° In 1862, during the 
summer vacation of the Oratory School, 
which had opened in 1859 adjoining the 
Oratory, he spent fretful days attempt- 
ing to correct another’s mismanagement 
of the accounts. In a letter written at 
that time he made a remark which pos- 
sesses a strangely modern relevance: 
“T finish up on Thursday next by having 
to go before the Income Tax people, 
which with its concomitants, will be a 
considerable annoyance.”!! 


SERVICE TO HIS PEOPLE 


The three objects which St. Philip 
had set before his Institute—preaching, 
prayer, and the administration of the 
sacraments—Newman carefully ob- 
served in Birmingham. All classes, the 
rich and the poor, were equally served. 
And that same willingness to serve all 
even in times of danger, which he had 
demonstrated when the epidemics of 
the cholera had threatened his parish- 
ioners in the 1830’s in Oxford, Newman 
manifested later at Birmingham. There, 
at the time of another epidemic, he and 
Fr. Ambrose St. John responded to the 
urgent request of Bishop Ullathorne 
for assistance at the nearby town of 
Bilston, and remained, as the Bishop 
later gratefully acknowledged, “till the 
worst was over.”!? It is no wonder that 
Pope Pius IX, when apprised of the 
work of the Oratory by Fr. Ambrose 
St. John during an audience in 1856, 
was visibly pleased by the Oratorians’ 
care of their large parish which in- 
cluded also the care of a poorhouse with 
hospital, a city jail, and schools. 

In conjunction with the Oratory 
Newman established the Little Oratory, 
or Brotherhood of the Oratory, a con- 


” Autobiographical Writings, p. 208. 

“uR. D. Middleton, Newman & Bloxam, 
p. 215. 

2 Apologia (edited by Charles Frederick 
Harrold), p. 329. 
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fraternity of laymen designed to en- 
able them by prayer and other spiritual 
The 


object whieh he had insisted upon in 


exercises to sanetify their lives. 


his preaching, that of holiness, remained 
always before him, whether in the Ox- 
ford pulpits of St. Clement’s or St. 
Mary’s, or in the pulpits at Littlemore, 
or Dublin, or the disused gin distillery 
with the gaudily ornate classical facade 
at 40 Alcester Street, which housed the 
Oratory before the move from the center 
of Birmingham to Edgbaston in 1852. 
It was at the Alcester Street Oratory 
that an American clergyman, after- 
wards the Episcopal Bishop of Western 
New York, made a point of hearing 
Newman preach to a small congrega- 
tion consisting mostly of poor Irish 
laborers. There, “in a low and dirty- 
looking place of worship,” appeared the 
famous Newman. 
mistake. It 
Newman. 


“There could be no 
indeed fallen 
I could not learn that 
he was doing much by all his efforts.’’™* 

But Newman was doing much, as 
time would prove. 


was poor 


Always willing to 
assist his parishioners, he was willing, 
too, to assist his fellow clergy in paro- 
chial affairs. Many times he walked 
to neighboring * 2rishes or to St. Chad’s 
Cathedral to assist on Sundays. In his 
own church at the Oratory he took his 
turn preaching, and even after his ele- 
1879 he 
preached many Sundays at the High 
Mass. His last sermon was delivered 
on January 1, 1888, at the celebration 
of the sacerdotal Jubilee of Pope Leo 


XIII. 


vation to the ecardinalate in 


By now Newman was a very 


'SLecture of Father Henry Tristram, Bir- 
mingham Oratory papers. 


352 


old man, and yet he was not too old to 
go through a heavy snowfall in Novem- 
ber of 1889, not too many months before 
his death, to dissuade some Quaker em- 
ployers from insisting that their Cath- 
olic workers 
Protestant 


should attend a daily 


service conducted at the 
factory. 

When Aubrey de Vere wrote to a 
cousin in 1868 to explain Newman’s 
failure to publish more books, he put 
it down quite accurately to a “deep 
spirit of self-sacrifice, and a belief that 
in hearing the confessions of poor fac- 
tory girls at Birmingham for hours in 
the day, he is making a better oblation 
to God than he could make by writing 
more.’’!4 

But Newman would manage to write 
more and to continue hearing confes- 
sions as well. Today there are 45 vol- 
umes which have been published, and 
even more of his writings remain to be 
published. And all these were some- 
how written in the midst of thousands 
of other details and in the midst of 
many demanding parochial cares. 

Withal, for Newman, there was but 
one principal concern—the salvation of 
souls. And withal, too, there was that 
profound consciousness of his office as 
priest, recorded so many years before 
in the pages of his journal and never 
afterwards allowed to fade: “ re- 
membering I am a minister of God, and 
have a commission to preach the gospel, 
remembering the worth of souls, and 
that I shall have to answer for the op- 
portunities given me of benefitting those 
who are under my care.” 


“ Wilfrid Ward, Aubrey De Vere, p. 275. 
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The End as the Beginning 


The last discourse of the already ill 
Pope Pius XII was reported in L’Os- 
servatore Romano (N. 241 [29.906]) 
in poignant tones by a journalist re- 
sponsible for the publication of all the 
late Pontiff’s addresses in this semi- 
official Vatican daily paper. (The Holy 
Father had prepared an allocution on 
the priesthood, scheduled for delivery 
on October 19. L’Osservatore Romano 
headed this talk: “The Priesthood: 
the supreme solicitude of Pius XII,” 
and ealled it “a final testament of fer- 
vent care for the soul consecrated to 
the divine service.”’) 

Before giving the text of Pius XII’s 
address to the Fifth Congress of Latin 
Notaries, the account referred to the 
quality of the Holy Father’s delivery: 
“The voice, as usual, was clear during 
the entire talk. Only toward the end 
did it show signs of weakening, a prel- 
ude to the crisis that lay ahead; an in- 
dication of the total immolation of his 
earthly existence.” 

The end of the audience was also 
ominous. Having imparted the apos- 
tolie blessing, Pius XII again lifted 
his arms on high and endeavored to 
wave his hands at his hearers, as was 
his custom in saying goodbye. Finding 
himself too weak to move his hands in 


this way, Pius simply called out to the 
audience: “A Dio!” 

The discourse was in French, and in 
it the Sovereign Pontiff explained the 
nature of the notary’s work and the 
juridical and moral responsibilities it 
includes toward the persons seeking 
professional help. The notary’s office 
is one of greater dignity and importance 
in Latin countries than in Anglo-Saxon 
lands, said the Pope. 

Pius XII remarked: “. 


never superior to the good of the com- 


law is 
munity and its citizens summum 
ius, summa imiuria.” The entire tenor 
of this final public utterance was an 
appeal to the importance of justice and 
charity among men if a tranquil and 
fruitful human order is to be estab- 
lished and maintained. Said the Holy 
Father in concluding: ‘We are con- 
vineed, sirs, that nothing will aid you 
more than the development of a sense 
of justice among men as well as the 
esteem and practice of authentic char- 
ity, the object of the teachings of the 
Divine Master and the fruit of His 
work of Redemption. The same ideal 
which inspires your daily activity for 
the benefit of individuals will direct the 
work which you have undertaken on 
the international level for the 
maintenance of peace desired by all 
men of good will. The Church, which 
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works with all its forces toward this 
same goal, can only rejoice over this 
effort.” 


RELEVANCE 


The magnificent contributions of 
Pius XII to the well-being of mankind 
cannot conceivably be grasped by those 
who are so close to him and are still a 
part of the times which this uniquely 
great leader ennobled and enriched by 
his life and his teachings. Only history 
will serve to show to future generations 
that the world’s failure to heed Pius 
XII’s wisdom spells tragedy. The lu- 
minous quality of his paternal guidance 
was (and is yet, able to salvage much of 
mankind’s anguished social order. 

With prophetic wisdom he wrote 
these words in his very first encyclical, 
Summi Pontificatus, which appeared 
less than two months after the outbreak 
of World War II: “What lies before 
us? Those who hold the fate of king- 
doms in their hands assure us that, 
once the bloodthirsty discords of the 
present moment have been laid aside, 
they will introduce a new order of 
things, based on a foundation of jus- 
tice and economic settlement. But is 
it really to be a different and (what is 
more important) a better world? At 
the end of this war there will be fresh 
pacts, fresh arrangements of interna- 
tional relations. Will they be con- 
ceived in a spirit of justice and fairness 
all round, in a spirit of reconstruction 
and peace, or will they disastrously re- 
peat our old and our recent errors?” 

The fifth point of his Christmas 
message of 1939 set the tone of his 
splendid pontificate, and his above- 
summarized final discourse is redolent 
with the same conviction and truth he 
expressed at the outset of his reign: 
- (needed) is the development 
among people and their rulers of that 
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sense of deep and keen responsibility 
which weighs human statutes aecord- 
ing to the sacred and inviolable stand- 
ards of the laws of God. Nations must 
hunger and thirst after justice and be 
guided by that universal love which is 
at once the compendium and most gen- 
eral expression of the Christian ideal.” 


Pope vs. Pornography 


Speaking to an audience of news- 
stand operators not long before his 
death, the late Pope told them that the 
type of material] sold in these stalls mir- 
rors the character of a nation (L’Os- 
servatore Romano, N. 231 [29.896]). 
He described the stands as “windows 
open to the world.”” A society which is 
insensible to right intellectual and 
moral principles and permits itself to 
be ruled only by considerations of com- 
mercial advantage does not merit the 
respect to Christian peoples. The Pon- 
tiff reminded his auditors of the notable 
influence which they are in a position 
to exercise in virtue of the kind of mer- 
chandise they display and sell to the 
publie. 

Because of this influence, the opera- 
tors of these businesses have a serious 
responsibility to the consumer, particu- 
larly toward youth. More weighty yet 
is the responsibility of authors and 
publishers. In conclusion, Pius XII 
therefore urged the members of the 
group to avoid the distribution of pub- 
lications harmful to proper morality. 
The claim “others do it” is a weak ex- 
cuse to try to justify collaboration with 
the forces of evil. The Pope further 
took cognizance of the right of private 
citizens to request the vigilance and in- 
tervention of legitimate civil authori- 
ties where there are baneful excesses. 


RELEVANCE 


Smut publishing in the U. S. is big 


. 
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business indeed and with the present 
liberal tendency of our courts, from the 
U. 8. Supreme Court right on down the 
line, there isn’t much that can be ef- 
fectively done about the problem, from 
a legal angle, except in a few instances 
of the most patent obscenity. The 
moral problem arises this side of what 
the law actually prohibits. 

The Post Office department has been 
striving manfully and by its regulations 
(always subject to court reversal) has 
succeeded in barring a large quantity of 
immoral trash from the U. 8S. mails. 
But the newsstands and the publishers 
who supply them aren’t really too 
bothered by these mail restrictions. So 
far as any sense of decency is con- 
cerned, the type of salacious magazines 
everywhere available indicates that the 
only motive, of course, is the very one 
Pius XII excoriated in this address: 
that of financial gain. 

The simple truth is that citizens who 
do care about the evil are probably 
fighting a losing battle to hold the line, 
but it is a struggle that must continue 
notwithstanding. Many parents have 
no idea what their children read. The 
effective curbing of pornography will 
not come from courts or laws, but from 
the grass roots level. It will come (if 
it does) from parents and socially-con- 
scious individuals with enough determi- 
nation and strength of character to 
put such pressures on the peddlers and 
publishers of meretricious material 
that they will find it unprofitable to 
continue to corrupt our young people. 

The Pope made reference to the right 
of citizens to call upon publie authority 
to help in the battle against this pub- 
lishing evil. The point is that civilized 
society must take a firm stand in its 
efforts to protect itself against condi- 
tions that are injurious to the health, 


welfare and morals of its citizens. Said 
the Attorney General of Wisconsin in 
a recent case in that state: “Freedom 
of the press is not freedom to sell filth 
in paper packages.” 


Pastor Angelicus 

Among his final addresses was a 
touching greeting by the Pope to a pil- 
grimage of about 700 Catholics from 
the U.S. under the leadership of Cardi- 
nal Spellman (L’Osservatore Romano, 
N. 232 [29.897]). It was after this 
audience and his departure for New 
York that Cardinal Spellman hastened 
back to Rome for the death of his 
friend. 

The talk concerned the relation of 
men to the angelic world. After greet- 
ing the group with warm and paternal 
words, the Holy Father referred to the 
various wonderful scenes the pilgrims 
had witnessed on their journey, and 
went on to eall their attention to the 
invisible world of the holy spirits, “as 
real as the one you see and quite as 
close to you.” The angels, inhabitants 
of the invisible world, were in the cities 
the pilgrims had visited and were com- 
panions on their journey “God- 
given from heaven to steady frail hu- 
man nature on life’s path, lest it be led 
astray by the allurements of the evil 
spirit.”” No one is so humble, observed 
the Pope, but what he has glorious and 
pure angels to attend him. 

He concluded: “We could not re- 
frain from leaving with you a brief 
word of paternal exhortation to awaken 
and sharpen your realization of the in- 
visible world about you, to foster a cer- 
tain familiar acquaintance with the 
angels, who are so constant in their 
solicitude for your salvation and holi- 
ness. You will spend, God grant, an 
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eternity of joy with them. 
know them now.” 


Begin to 


Priests in South and 
Central America 


It is well known that one of the most 
serious threats to the progress of the 
Chureh in South and Central America 
is the dearth of an adequate clergy. 
The rectors of seminaries in these coun- 
tries were in Rome just prior to the 
death of Pius XII and he took the oe- 
‘asion to address words of guidance to 
them with regard to the central prob- 
lem of priest shortage (L’Osservatore 
Romano, N. 220 [29.885]). 

The suggestions were contained in 
three proposals. First, the seminary 
training should be of the very highest 
kind in order that the priests coming 
into the active ministry might be, in 
every way, ideal men, thus attracting 
others of high caliber to enter the semi- 
naries in their turn. Second, the prepa- 
ration for the priesthood should include 
a good grounding in the social sciences 
together with encouragement of a prac- 
tical interest in the social sciences to- 
gether with encouragement of a practi- 
‘al interest in the social problems of 
the respective countries. But in this 
connection the Pontiff warned the rec- 
tors not to stress social sciences to the 
point where the chief concern of the 
priesthood: to bring God’s word and 
grace to souls, might be in any way 
minimized. It is precisely through his 
priestly ministrations that the priest 
will be enabled actually to do the most 
in helping to solve social problems by 
means of the principles of the Gospel. 

Finally, seminary training must un- 
derscore the importance of obedience to 
one’s legitimate ecclesiastical superiors 
in order thus to form a solid front of 
spiritual leadership. The _ present 
times, declared the Pope, have brought 


356 


about an exaltation of the rights of the 
individual, and this consciousness will 
appear also in the character of aspir- 
ants to the priesthood. But this should 
not manifest itself in an excessive tend- 
eney toward individual independence; 
in a mentality prone to judge the de- 
cisions of superiors; in a difficulty of 
submitting one’s own judgment. 
“Candidates for the priesthood,” said 
Pius XII, “should remember that today 
more than ever, precisely because 
Mother Chureh is fighting one of her 
hardest battles, close unity of all her 
. This can 
be accomplished when the faithful 
gather around their shepherds and the 


members is so necessary 


shepherds around those whom the 
Holy Spirit has chosen to rule God’s 
Chureh, forming an immovable body 
whose head is the Vicar of Christ on 
earth.” 


Bishop of Prato (Cont'd. ) 


In the June, 1958 issue of HPR (p. 
886) we reported the conviction of 
Bishop Pietro Fiordelli by a court in 
Florence on the charge of criminal def- 
amation of character. Reports cur- 
rent at the time said that Pius XII sus- 
pended the celebration of the nineteenth 
anniversary of his coronation in protest 
against the uncanonical procedure of 
the Italian court. 

The bishop had accused two persons 
nominal Catholics—of 
living as “public sinners in scandalous 
concubinage,” although they had con- 
tracted a civil marriage. He was fined 
about $65.00. This was suspended, 
but he had to pay court costs, in the 
amount of about $600.00. The case 
was appealed by the bishop to a higher 
court. We are pleased to know now 
that the appellate court reversed the 
finding of the lower court. 

The higher court, in its opinion, found 





of his diocese 


. 
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that the words of the bishop did not 
amount to criminal defamation of char- 
acter. They were instead within his 
authority as spiritual head of the 
Chureh in that diocese. The atheist- 
Communist plaintiff, a man named 
Bellandi, had also asked the court to 
increase his damage claim to almost 
$5,000. This was denied also. Rub- 
bing it in, the court ordered this gentle- 
man to pay all costs, both of the origi- 
nal trial and of the appeal. 

According to newspaper accounts, 
the bishop took it all most graciously 
and charitably. Said he: “At the pres- 
ent moment I feel close to all my Prato 
children, even to those so far removed 
whom I still love ardently and _ sin- 
cerely. I would like to lead them all to 
the light and grace of Christ.” 

At the time of Bishop Fiordelli’s con- 
viction, Glenn L. Archer, a bigwig in 
the bigot-ridden POAU, hailed the 
court’s action as “one of the most sig- 
nificant victories of religious tolerance 
in our times.” In the flush of victory, 
the grandiose Mr. Archer’ cabled 
Bellandi: “If you need help in legal 
appeal, please communicate with the 
undersigned.” It would be nice to know 
if Bellandi has now cabled Archer for 
the $600.00. It would be nicer to know 
if Archer paid up. 


Laity and Liturgy 


With the purpose of increasing the 
participation by the faithful in divine 
services, the Sacred Congregation of 
Rites has issued a long and detailed in- 
struction of special pastoral importance 
(Acta Apostolicae Sedis, LL, pp. 6380- 
663). It is intended as a_ practical 
elaboration of the directives given al- 
ready in two of the eneyclicals of Pius 
XII: Musitcae Sacrae Disciplina and 
Mediator Dei. Because of the close 


relationship between music and the 
liturgy, this decument observes, one 
cannot be considered apart from the 
other. 

The first two chapters of the instrue- 
tion are devoted to explaining and 
codifying the Chureh’s discipline with 
regard to sacred music, which is con- 
tained in six categories: Gregorian 
chant — sacred polyphony sacred 
modern music—sacred music for the 
organ (electronic organs, called elec- 
trophonicum in the instruction, can be 
tolerated ad tempus with permission of 
the bishop)—popular religious chant— 
religious music. The last named, re- 
ligious music, is that which from the 
intention of the composer strives to 
move and to express the religious and 
pious feelings of people, and while it 
aids religion very much, nevertheless, 
since it is not ordered for the divine 
cult, it is not to be used in liturgical 
actions. 

Of particular pastoral significance 
are the provisions concerning the ex- 
tent of the laity’s participation in the 
Mass. The instruction declares that 
full participation in the “dialogue 
Mass” requires that the congregation 
recite aloud, in addition to the re- 
sponses, also the Ayrie eleison, the Glo- 
ria, Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus and 
Agnus Dei. 

The use of the missal is explicitly 
recommended, but the instruction 
pointedly says that in cases where the 
faithful cannot thus follow the Mass, 
they may simply meditate on the mys- 
teries of Jesus Christ or engage in sim- 
ilar pious exercises and prayers. 


‘ 


In “read Masses” (the term “private 


Mass” is not acceptable 





every Mass 
has a “publie” quality) the entire Pa- 
ter noster can be recited by the people 
along with the priest, since it is a 
prayer admirably suited for Commun- 
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ion. This must be, however, in Latin 
only. 

Provision is also made for a commen- 
tator (he may be a layman) to read 
the Epistle and Gospel in the vernacu- 
lar and to explain, from prepared notes, 
the various parts of the divine service. 
Rules are also laid down whenever the 
Mass or any sacred rites are to be 
broadcast or televised, and express per- 
mission of the local bishop is always 
required for this. The faithful are to be 
informed that the obligation of assist- 
ance at Mass is not satisfied through 
these broadcasts. 

NCWC’s Publication Office has pre- 
pared a translation of this landmark 
instruction in pamphlet form: Sacred 
Music and the Sacred Liturgy. 


The Responsibility of 
the Philosopher 


Revealing again his abiding preoccu- 
pation with the most practical issues of 
the times, approached from loftiest in- 
tellectual premises, Pius XII reminded 
the Twelfth International Congress of 
Philosophy, meeting in Venice and 
Padua, that philosophers must indeed 
help to redeem the world from the per- 
verse intellectual ways into which it 
has strayed (L’Osservatore Romano, 
N. 221 [29.886]). 

Philosophy, viewed objectively, as a 
science, follows a demanding and pre- 
cise method. Viewed subjectively, in 
the philosopher, it relates personal re- 
search to the needs and to the intellec- 
tual and moral aspirations of human 
beings. The central interest of philo- 
sophical studies is the love of wisdom, 
for philosophy is concerned with the 
science of truth, especially with the 
first truth, the origin of all other truth. 
The triple theme of the Congress was: 
man and nature; liberty and value; 
language and communication. 
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The philosophers of today, said Pius 
XII, can, through their teaching and 
writing, exercise a constant influence 
on the ideas and on the intellectual, 
literary, artistic, social and_ political 
tendencies of mankind. Ours is an era 
when technology and philosophy face 
-ach other. The religious crisis of the 
Renaissance and the decadence of 
Scholasticism brought about the rejec- 
tion of tradition by thinkers, seduced 
by the new ideal of experimental sci- 
ence. 

Rationalism supplanted the living 
God, known and loved through Chris- 
tian faith, by an abstract god, demon- 
strated by reason, but already a 
stranger to his own work. Some refuse 
to God all distinct personality, or see 
in Him only a supreme governor, to be 
ignored or even to be fought as a harm- 
ful myth. This attitude gives rise to 
an opposition between philosophy and 
theology. 

In the world today we perceive the 
inevitable consequences of these aber- 
rations. Humanity reaps the bitter 
fruit of a rationalism which it has cul- 
tivated for many centuries and which 
continues to poison it. But the living 
and true God, the sole real God, He 
who made man to His image and like- 
ness, does not cease to govern the world 
today; He does not cease to invite phi- 
losophy to recognize Him and to return 
to Him. In commenting on the defini- 
tion of philosophy as the love of wis- 
dom, the Pope said, St. Augustine 
wrote: “If God is wisdom, the true 
philosopher is a lover of God.” 

The recognition of the true God will 
not divert man from his temporal tasks. 
On the contrary, it will give a more 
solid basis to his liberty. .The philoso- 
pher will not be asked to sacrifice his 
own research and methods, rational 
though they be. Rather, he will be 
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asked to take account of the reality of 
human destiny as it shows itself con- 
cretely in man’s individual and social 
dimensions, as a being who is temporal 
and eternal, subject to suffering by war, 
to sin and to death. 

The distress of humanity, afflicted by 
war, by persecution and by lies; the 
clamor of millions of people oppressed 
or simply abandoned to their misery— 
all this is an aspect of reality. This too 
is the implacable voice of facts which 
the philosopher must hear and to which 
he must respond. Existence must not be 
interpreted merely in human terms, for 
to do this will leave man without de- 
fense against evil and decay; will con- 





Very Reverend and dear Father: 


phone. 


direction and aid. 





Warning 


Just as we were ready to release this issue for press, a letter was received 
from the Superior General of the Paulist Fathers, Very Rev. William A. 
Michell. The letter is meant for the attention of all priests in this country, 
and we feel it deserving of prominent notice here. 


Within the last few weeks I have been notified that someone 
using my name has been calling priests and even bishops on the 
Their help is sought in aiding a recalcitrant priest— 
presumably a Paulist—who is being directed to call on the priest 
or bishop in question. Varying stories have been given, and when 
the individual does appear he may ask to go to confession. Finan- 
cial aid is sought with the assurance by the party who phones that 
the Paulist Fathers will reimburse the donor. 


At no time have I made such a call nor has anyone in the com- 
munity been authorized to do so; nor do I know of any Paulist at 
the present time who would be wandering around in need of such 
I regret that some priests have been taken in 
by this fraud, but do not know how to prevent it. 
notice will alert and protect some future victim. 


demn to ruin the very values which 
man Wishes to safeguard. 

Acceptanee of Christian faith does 
not solve all speculative problems, but 
it does oblige the philosopher to leave 
his isolation; it puts him in a vaster uni- 
verse; it furnishes him with order in 
knowledge and in action. Rather than 
stultifying research, this acceptance 
stimulates it. It reveals the true splen- 
dor of man, allowing it to be studied in 
the light of the Incarnation. 

In concluding, the philosopher Pius 
XII quoted St. Thomas: “Among all 
the studies of men, the study of wisdom 
is the most perfect, sublime, useful and 
joyful.” 





Perhaps this 


Sincerely in Christ, 

Very Rev. William A. Michell 
Superior General 
Paulist Fathers 
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Genuine Piety 


Sexagesima Sunday 


“Gladly therefore I will glory in my infirmities, that the strength of Christ may 
dwell in me” (2 Corinthians 12, 9). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Piety in disrepute today. 
(2) What genuine piety ws not. 
(3) What genuine prety 1s. 
(4) Examples of genuine piety. 
(5) Paul of Tarsus. 


In our impious day and age it is 
considered in some circles to be in just 
as bad taste to talk about and to prac- 
tice religion as it would be to attend a 
formal banquet or senior prom draped 
in a beach robe. As a matter of fact, 
religion and piety in some quarters are 
considered suitable emotional outlets 
for the ignorant and superstitious. If 
we are to advance in science and effi- 
ciency, it is felt, if we are to preserve 
the age and its heritage from falling 
into decay, we must shelve anything like 
religious mysteries. We must have the 
truth, not pious mummeries. We must 
train the minds of men in order to know 
and to do, and in a special way we must 
give our undivided attention to the de- 
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velopment of “manliness.” Piety sup- 
presses, creates the milk-sop; manliness 
revivifies, gives birth to the “he-man.” 

These strange notions of manliness 
and piety are by no means reserved to 
the enemies of religion. Too many 
Catholies known as 
Whether they know it or not, 
it is just as honorable to be called a 
“pious Catholic” as it is to be called a 
“manly Catholic.” 


resent being 


“pious.” 


The two terms are 
not mutually exclusive at all. 


GENUINE PIETY 


Why has the word “piety” fallen into 
disrepute today? It is because most 
people have not the slightest idea of 
what the term really means. Some er- 
roneously think it means self-righteous- 
ness; others think of piety as an accu- 
mulation of prayers and publie devo- 
tions arising from a pharasaic love of 
publie esteem without interior sincerity. 
This is not piety. This is that horrible 
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GENUINE PIETY 


hypocricy which brings ridicule upon 
piety. 

As a matter of record, it is one of the 
finest compliments in the world to be 
ealled pious in the correct sense. It 
takes a real, honest-to-goodness person 
to be pious. I did not say to act pious. 
An idiot can act pious. Yes, it takes a 
lot of courage even to be good today; 
but to take the next step forward; to 
become pious demands genuine bravery. 
For piety is that “vivid realization of 
one’s duty to honor, love and serve God 
and one’s fellow men and then to go 
ahead and live it out without any 
mawkish sentimentality or self-back- 
slapping.” 


EXAMPLES OF PIETY 


The glorious history of the Catholic 
Church is replete with graphic examples 
of courageous, manly piety. Thanks be 
to God, we have thousands of the truly 
pious in every age. Reeall the day 
when Mary Magdalen braved the open 
contempt of the Pharisees to go down 
on her knees to wash with her tears and 
to wipe with her hair the feet of the 
Master while those hypocritical gar- 
ment-raising fakers devoured her body 
with their eyes. Recall Damien of 
Molokai who gave his life to befriend 
the rottening leper. Yes, there have 
been thousands of them from the day 
St. Peter was crucified upside down— 
because he did not consider himself 
good enough to be crucified upright like 
Jesus Christ—all the way down to far- 
off Poland, Hungary, China where 
many men and women walk the streets 
with wrists up their sleeves because 
their hands have been chopped off for 
attempting to pray! Brave men and 
women—and pious too! They have 
learned their lesson well from Jesus 
Christ, the most pious, the most manly 
who ever lived. 


In our own midst we have many a 
genuinely pious Catholic. Who are 
they? They are your friends, men and 
women who make their religion a liv- 
ing part of themselves; Catholics who 
make their daily prayer; who respect 
their religious obligations; who go to 
Mass and receive Holy Communion 
daily; who say the rosary every day; 
who make the Way of the Cross when- 
ever they are in church; who would not 
think of passing by the chureh door 
without going in to say “hello” to the 
Man who lives there all alone! They 
are Catholics who are not ashamed of 
their religion despite its many burdens; 
who are not afraid to participate in re- 
ligious activities; who are not ashamed 
to talk about their Faith when it is 
mocked, or afraid to pray when others 
scorn; men and women who, like Jesus 
Christ, love the man who is a sinner but 
hate the sin; who are in love with Christ 
and do not know it! These are the 
pious, the brave! And tomorrow, if it 
came to a showdown between Christ 
and Communism, the Chureh and 
Satan, they would be the first to lay 
down their lives without a moment’s 
hesitation for the cause of God and re- 
ligion. 


NOBILITY OF PIETY 

If perchance there are some among 
you infected with a spiritual inferiority 
complex that whispers you can never 
hope to be an imitator of Jesus Christ 
because He was holiness personified and 
you weakness in the concrete, then you 
are condemned by your own feeble ex- 
cuse. Christ has had many an imitator. 
Let me name only one: Paul of Tarsus 
who is represented as short-statured, 
misshapen, bleary-eyed, yet withal a 
man among men, a vibrant saint. Paul 
was independent; he delighted to show 
off his work-blistered hands; yet, he 
was humble as he never ceased to re- 
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that he Christ- 
hater; he was courageous; he was not 
afraid of the lash, shipwreck, prisons, 
treachery, persecutions, the sword, even 
death for the love of Jesus Christ. He 
was pious; he helped the weak and 
was not ashamed to tell the world that 
he loved the Master. This was Paul 


member was once a 


These Are the Zealous 


the pious man, the brave man, who was 
not afraid, but gloried in his invitation 
to all ages yet unborn to be like him 
when he cried out: “Be ye imitators of 
me as I am of Christ Jesus. Gladly 
therefore I will glory in my infirmities, 
that the strength of Christ may dwell in 
me.”’ 


Quinquagesima Sunday 


“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me” (Luke 18). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The Spanish good thief. 
(2) Zeal for souls. 
(3) Examples of that spirit. 
(4) Our individual duty as 
save souls. 


Christians to 


Some years ago Msgr. Antoniutti, 
former Apostolic Delegate to Spain, 
told this incident during a conference at 
the Gregorian University in Rome. 

The popularity of M. Llado, a Canon 
of the Cathedral of Vich, proved his 
downfall, for when the Spanish Civil 
War broke out 22 years ago, one of the 
first acts of the Red militia was to drag 
him out for immediate execution. The 
aged Canon smiled when he heard that 
they had come to kill him. The execu- 
tioners were taken back by his obvious 
pleasure. One of them stepped up to 
him and asked, “Does not the thought 
“No,” 
swered the old man, “I always wished to 
die like this.” 

When the old priest saw the look of 


of death frighten you?” an- 


astonishment on their faces, he con- 
tinued: “During my whole life I prayed 
for three favors. First, my own salva- 
tion. Now, this kind of death gives me 
confidence that God will open heaven to 


me. Secondly, I have always prayed to 
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be a martyr. You tell me that you are 
going to shoot me, so my second prayer 
has been heard. My third prayer has 
always been that my death will bring a 
saving grace to some soul which will ac- 
company me to heaven instead of fall- 
ing into hell. Now, if among you who 
are to shoot me, and whom I freely for- 
give, God could find such a soul, I would 
die fully satisfied.” 

The eye of the priest fell on one of 
the executioners. The man tossed aside 
his rifle and stepped forward. Kneeling 
before the aged priest, the soldier kissed 
his hands and wept. “I shall be the 
soul which you asked God for. I am 
sorry. I wish to die for Jesus Christ.” 
Then the militiaman stood up and took 
his place beside the priest before the 
firing squad. As the rifles cracked, the 
smiling apostle and the contrite Com- 
munist fell forward, their hands clasped 
to each other’s. 

Here is a concrete example of the true 
spirit of Jesus Christ, the spirit of zeal. 
That self-sacrificing drive for the love, 
honor, and glory of God and for the 
salvation of souls is the mark of every 
true lover of God and men. 


ZEAL FOR SOULS 


Why is zeal for souls the sign of the 
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THESE ARE THE ZEALOUS 


true spirit of Christ? Because it is 
God’s first interest! Because it is the 
only reason why Jesus Christ came on 
arth, the only solution to the mystery 
of His redemptive death. Zeal through 
love; salvation through faith! “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whomsoever believeth 
in him may not perish but have life 
everlasting” (John 3, 16). 

“This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you.” 
And how did Jesus Christ love us? His 
love is the hallmark of zeal, a zeal for 
eternal interests of men, a zeal that is 
global, a zeal that makes no distinction 
among races, rank, birth, or material 
condition. 

How does the same Jesus Christ love 
us? “I have loved you with an ever- 
lasting love,” and He commands us to 
love our fellow men as He loves them. 
This can mean only one thing, that our 
love for them must be a zealous love for 
their eternal interests. It must be a 
love such as had the Apostles, a love 
that drove these simple fisherfolk, 
whose whole horizon hitherto had been 
bounded by nets and boats, to the far- 
thermost confines of the then-known 
world to announce the glad tidings of 
God’s love for them. 


THESE ARE THE ZEALOUS! 


Need I rehearse for you the story 
of the intrepid missionaries in every age 
who have carried the cross and the 
timeless message of salvation into the 
lands of the pagan and heretic, haunted 
by the ery, “Lord, that I may see.” A 
Paul of Tarsus spurred on by the burn- 
“Paul, Paul 
pass over into Macedonia and help us!” 
A Patrick driven on by the ceaseless 
voices of his youth from captivity in 
Ireland: “Come back, come back, O 
holy youth, come back and walk among 
us!” Or the zealous words and works of 


ing words of his vision: 


an Augustine, a Columba, a Boniface, 
as they pushed their way into the homes 
and hearts of the English, the Scot, 
the German! Of a Peter Claver as he 
preached and pleaded for the lives and 
souls of the galley slaves; an Isaac 
Jogues as he unflinchingly made his way 
back through the forests of America 
only to meet for his second attempt the 
martyr’s death at the head of a toma- 
hawk; or of a Francis Xavier erying out 
in excessive ardor of zeal for the souls 
of the heathen as he lay dying on San- 
cian’s shore: “Give me souls, give me 
souls, and take away from me every- 
thing else.” 

Today, all around us, we see zeal such 
as yesterday. In this age of anti- 
Christ, men and women suffer all spe- 
cies of humiliation, torture, exile, 
and even worse at the hands of the 
diabolical, local, or foreign Commu- 
nists—and all for the love of God and 
neighbor. How this dynamic spirit of 
Christ must smite some of us! How 
miserably small some of us are even in 
aiding others in the spread of Christ’s 
kingdom! We profess to love Jesus 
Christ; we boast that we are of Him and 
His Spirit. But what are we really do- 
ing to prove it? What are we sacrific- 
ing in body, mind, pocketbook to prove 
our zeal for the salvation of those who 
ery out, “Lord that I may see’’? 

True, you are not priests or religious. 
You are not obliged to leave your homes 
and go abroad to seek out those who are 
“blind” and in the shadow of death. 
However, you are obliged to seek the 
salvation of the pagans and non- 
Catholics in your midst by your pray- 
ers, your good example, vour knowledge 
of your religion. I exhort you, keep 
your goal in sight: your salvation and 
that of others for the love of God. This 
is the spirit of Chrigt. Though God 
may not be pleased t@ commission you 
to go to fields afar, this should not stop 


363 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


vou from working through prayer and 
sacrifice for the propagation of the 
Faith. How true the observation of one 
“Catholies 
are such poor salesmen. They have as 
a product eternal truth, and they hide it 
like the gold at Fort Knox.” What 
would have become of Molakai if Da- 
mien had waited? 


non-Catholie gentleman: 


What would have 
become of Ireland if Patrick had waited 
—yea, what would have become of the 
world if the Apostles had waited until 
they were equipped with script, purse, 


and staff! All of you can pray, can 


offer up every thought, action, and 
suffering in a true spirit of Christ for 
the salvation of souls! What a beauti- 
ful example of this spirit is Damien 
who, when day was done, crawled up a 
hill to a rude cross made by his own 
hands and there in the hush of the eve- 


ning raised those hands and prayed, 


“Strike, O Christ, my body from the top 
of my head to the soles of my feet with 
this loathsome disease, but, dear God, 
I beg You... do not strike my hands 
that I may continue to feed these out- 
casts with your Body and Blood.” 


The Devil and His Friends 


First Sunday of Lent 


“Begone Satan! For it is written: the Lord thy God shalt thou worship, and him 
only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4, 10). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The warning of Christ against the devil 
and the world. 
(2) The devil: who he is and how he 
works. 
(3) The warning of St. Peter. 


On Holy Thursday night, with Cal- 
vary in view, our Blessed Lord uttered 
a stark warning and startling revelation 
to His confused Apostles. He foretold 
the cold fact that they and the Chureh 
He would found upon them would be 
forever decorated with the hatred of the 
world through the evil genius of the 
devil. This would be a sign of its un- 
worldliness, its divinity. He bluntly 
warned them: “I have taken you out 
of this world, therefore the world will 
hate you; if I had left you in the world 
it would love you as its own; remember 
it has hated me before you” (John 15, 
19). " 

Our Blessed Lord could have inter- 
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changeably used the words “world” and 
“Satan,” for the world is the chief satel- 
lite of the devil, his playground and 
workshop. Since Christ’s words were 
the speech of God, this prophecy has 
been filled to the letter in every age. 


WHEN THE WORLD 
TEMPTED CHRIST 


But why the hatred of the world for 
Christ and His Church? Has not the 
Church, like Christ, gone about “doing 
good” for all men? Why, then? Be- 
cause the world is the willing tool of 
the devil; beeause the devil hates Jesus 
Christ; because the devil hates the 
Church, the Mystical Body of Christ; 
because the devil has and ever will 
attempt to tempt, persecute, torment, 
and destroy all that is of Christ with 
the aid of the world and the worlding. 

To illustrate Satan’s masterful tech- 
nique, let me relate one characteristic 


*. 


THE DEVIL AND HIS FRIENDS 


incident in the Passion of Jesus Christ. 
It reveals all. 

On Good Friday afternoon Our Lord 
hangs suspended on the crossbeams. 
Through spasms of agony He listens to 
the vulgar, confused babble of the vile 
crowd swirling around His dying head 
like suffocating gas: “If thou be the 
Son of God, come down from the cross.” 
Where had He heard before a similar 
challenge? He reealls the terrible 
struggle with Satan in the wilderness 
not too long ago. The words are differ- 
ent, but the meaning is the same: “If 
thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread... If thou 
he the Son of God east thyself down.” 
And now, at the bitter end of His short 
career, over and over, a similar taunt, 
a satanie phrase is hurled at Him in 
temptation: “If thou be the Son of 
(God, come down from the cross and we 
will believe in thee.” 

Reealling His triple temptation in the 
desert, our Blessed Lord is reminded 
of how He had won a signal victory 
over the devil. On that famous oc- 
easion Lucifer had employed language 
calculated to taunt the Lord into open 
rebellion against His Father. The devil 
at that time had employed the language 
of scorn, the challenge of derision which 
is geared to send any red-blooded man 
into uncontrolled frenzy. And now, at 
the final hour of His life, in the moment 
of His apparent defeat, the devil again 
appears, not in person this time, for he 
rarely resorts to that, but through his 
agents, his mouthpieces blaring out that 
same challenge of contempt and scorn. 
(reat numbers working for his interests, 
Willing'y, gladly. Christ in all truth 
from His position on the cross could re- 
mind them: “You are from your father, 
the devil!” O, how weil and how long 
Satan has planned for this moment! 


How well and cleverly he makes use of 


these poor deluded worldlings in this, his 
hour of triumph! These fools calling 
on Christ to work one more miracle for 
their amusement! Fools damning them- 


selves in the hour of their salvation! 
THE DEVIL: WHO HE IS 


The devil! 
and what he is! He was once an angel 
of light. He knows the past and the 
present and can compute the future 
He knows history 


How many realize who 


quite accurately. 
and human nature magnificently. He 
once wanted to be like God. That was 
his downfall. Because of that disgrace, 
he hates God and all that is of God in 
men. He forever seeks to destroy this! 
The devil is a devil because he has no 
grace. He is in the eternal state of mor- 
tal sin. He has nothing to lose in his 
fight with God for men. He has already 
lost all. But he can hate and tempt and 
destroy the unwary. He is not only the 
Master of Hell: he is the inearnation of 
all that is wordly, all that is evil in the 
world, all that hates. 

Most people pay little attention to 
the devil and his works. They foolishly 
ignore his presence. Because they have 
never seen him with horns and a tail, 
they take him to be an old-world legend. 
So the devil wins. For this is his great- 
est victory: convincing people he does 
not exist. No wise criminal runs around 
wearing a mask and currying a sign: 
“Tam a robber.” The devil prefers to 
remain incognito—a man of a thousand 
faces. 

How many men have realized that 
this evil-willed creature who hates them 
as he hates God can quote Scripture to 
his own advantage, can come to them 
as a friend, speaking their own lan- 
guage, echoing their own ambitions, 
—and all for his own evil ends. He 
is forever exploiting for some hatred, 
some bitterness. He is everywhere men 
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gather with their problems; he can be 
all things to all men at the same time. 
Nothing is sacred to him, nor secret, nor 
holy. His agents the worldly-wise, for- 
ever telling Holy Church that she 
should conform to the times and change 
They 


admit that she is a miracle of power, 


with the fast pace of progress. 


but her ways and doctrines are covered 
with the dust of the ages. They beg her 
to play loudly the tune of the Federated 
Churches and recognize divorce, birth- 
control, trial marriage, merey slayings, 
the use of contraceptives in public hos- 


pitals. But the Chureh does not con- 
form, and to the world she ‘is a fool. 
“All these things will I give thee, if...” 

Let us ever remember the warning of 
St. Peter. “Brethern, be sober and vigi- 
lant. For your adversary the devil 
goes about like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour.” The devil is 
our adversary, but he doesn’t roar! 
Whenever he appears and how often, 
keep the peerless example of Christ be- 
fore you, and with Him use His rebuke: 
The Lord thy God 
shalt thou adore, and him only shalt 
thou serve.” 


“Begone Satan! 


To Jesus through Suffering 


Second Sunday of Lent 


“But lifting up their eyes they saw no one but only Jesus” (Matt. 17,9). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) The secret of St. Paul. 
(2) Jesus Christ, our Ideal and Model. 
(3) Christ’s life a suffering life. 
(4) Christ’s sufferings—our inspiration. 


(5) The practice of “looking on Jesus.” 


thrilling ae- 
count of Christ’s transfiguration before 
His three stunned Apostles, the descrip- 
tion of the vision, the audible command 
of the Father: “This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye 


Today’s gospel—that 


him’’—eloses with these words, so awe- 
inspiring in their simplicity and mean- 
ing: “But Jesus came and aroused 
them with his touch: ‘Arise, do not 
but lifting up their 
eves they saw no one but only Jesus.” 


be afraid’ 


What could be more comforting, what 
more human and tender? And who at 
any moment in his life would not give 
that life to look up and see “only Jesus” 
at his side? 

Although St. Paul was not privileged 
to witness this apparition, nevertheless 
he did, as he himself tells us, see Jesus 
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even though he was born out of due 
time. And he radiates this spirit of 
“but they saw only Jesus” when he 
urges, in his epistle to the Hebrews, to 
“look on Jesus who, having joy set be- 
fore him, endured the cross. . . For 
think diligently on him that you 
be not wearied, fainting in your minds” 
(Heb. 12, 2,3). 

St. Paul urges imitation. We see the 
little child imitating his parents in al- 
most everything they do and say. Men 
and women to a great extent copy the 
actions of others in talk, walk, and 
dress. God, too, knew how prone people 
were to imitate each other. But He 
also knew that it was one thing to tell a 
person what to do, still another how to 
do it. He realized how direly we need 
a divine model to follow all the days of 
our lives. Jesus Christ came into this 
world, therefore, not only to redeem 
men, but to be their perfect model in 
everything. Christ’s own wish that we 
imitate Him is plainly written in the 
gospel narrative: “I am the light of 
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TO JESUS THROUGH SUFFERING 


the world. He that followeth me walk- 
eth not in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life” (John 8, 12). 


SUFFERING TOWARD HEAVEN 


But what was Christ’s life on earth? 
It was one cycle of sorrows from the 
crib to the cross, the cave to the 
sepulehre. If Christ’s purpose in com- 
ing on earth was only to redeem man- 
kind, then He would not have lived 
here 33 years in such continual suffer- 
ing. We realize that one drop of His 
precious blood, one tear from His eye, 
one sigh from His heart would have 
been sufficient to redeem any world. 
Why, then, all this divine prodigality? 
Why those long, tedious years of hidden 
life, the gruelling privations, the bitter 
vant? Why did He choose to endure 
the calumny, scorn, contempt, betrayal, 
the whips, thorns, nails, the cross? 
Why the final rejection as He hung 
suspended on two pieces of wood and 
three spikes for three endless hours on 
crucified time? The reason is not diffi- 
cult to find. It is that He might show 
us by His own life how we, too, must 
live, bear our sufferings and man-made 
trials, how we must die, as He did, 
doing His Father’s will in the midst of 
suffering. And here precisely is why 
daily thinking on the sufferings and 
death of Christ is such an inspiration 
and encouragement to all of us. It 
serves to keep before our minds the 
heavenly value of suffering; it teaches 
us that suffering is not the evil men 
imagine; it reminds us that a real par- 
ticipation with Christ in His own 
terrible sufferings, if accepted in the 


proper spirit, will purify our souls and 
make them dearer to Christ. 

This is the holy season of Lent, a 
season of penance and suffering for 
past sins, both our own and _ others. 
Let me, then, recommend to you a 
salutary practice during these days of 
special grace. It is the Christian prac- 
tice of “looking on Jesus” crucified. 
To make it personal, I should suggest 
that you have in your room, pocket, or 
purse a fair-sized crucifix. Turn your 
gaze on Him suffering for you and 
your salvation. Look on Jesus in your 
trials and temptations; look on Jesus 
when your body is wracked with sick- 
ness; look on Jesus when your soul is 
troubled with worry and anxiety; look 
on Jesus when your family or business 
life appears unbearable or unsuccess- 
ful. As you look at Him stretched on 
that cross, ask yourself: “What are all 
my petty sorrows compared to His?” 
Then kiss each of the red wounds; tell 
Him that you are now resigned to your 
lot and that, like Him, you will drink 
your chalice to the bitter dregs and say, 
“Father, if this chalice cannot pass 
away unless I drink it, Thy will be 
done.” Finally, beg the Lord to give 
you just a little realization of the in- 
finite value of suffering so that you 
may have the strength and courage 
to bear your cross whatever it may be. 
And as long and as often as your trials 
last, keep repeating these petitions, keep 
on asking Christ to help you up the 
steep ascent of your Calvary of life, 
and recall the joy of the Apostles on 
Tabor: “But they lifting up their eyes 
saw no one but only Jesus.” 
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“THE PRIMARY SCHOOL OF SANCTITY” 


During the 19th Annual North 
American Liturgical Week the 
Church year was described as 
‘the primary school of sanctity’’ 

s ‘‘our sacramental school of 


holiness” . and as an “‘antici- 
pation of the glory of eternity.”’ 
The speakers further emphasized 
that its Christian Life seasons form 
one cycle—that of Christ. 


A new Church year has begun. 


To share in this daily life of the 
Mystical Body of Christ is nec- 
essary for all—and should begin 
early in life. 

Boys and girls can and must be 
initiated naturally and under- 
standably into the true spirit of 
the Church year .. . in a way that 
will help them want to live as full 
Christians. 

Thousands of catechists, teach- 
ing boys and girls in religious 
instruction classes, have found 





valuable help in achieving this 
aim through the regular use of the 
weekly Confraternity Messen- 
gers. In these religious instruction 
weeklies, the Church year comes 
alive . . . Bible history is relived 

. . the Catechism is translated 
into practice. 

The theme of study this year in 
the Young Catholic Messenger 
(for grades 6-9) and the Junior 
Catholic Messenger (for grades 
3-6) is the Commandments. Our 
Little Messenger (for grades 
2 and 3) prepares children for 
First Holy Communion. 

You can help your boys and 
girls appreciate this ‘‘primary 
school of sanctity’’—the living of 
the Church year. Have them read 
and study their own editions of the 
Confraternity Messengers in 
your religion classes. (Sample 
copies on request.) 





_____ Gf A PFLAUM, PUBLISHER, INC. ———__ 


38 WEST FIFTH STREET. DAYTON 2, OHIO 
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The Primary Graduate 


By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


T 
HE CHILD of nine stands at the 


threshold of a new era in his life. He 
is no longer a young child, but a boy 
or a girl who is able to be fairly respon- 
He has devel- 
oped tremendously in the past four 


sible and dependable. 


psychologists tell us there is a 
more marked 


years; 
difference between the 
child at five and the child at nine than 
there is between the nine-year-old and 
the adult. His parents have taken note 
of the fact that he is developing rap- 
idly as he enters into the period of indi- 
vidualism and self-assertion. He has 
grown more eager and impulsive in his 
pursuits and activities. Gradually at 
this period he learns the fundamentals 
of co-operation and of teamwork. His 
parents and his teachers find that he 
understands explanations better, dis- 
plays interest in trying to do things 
well, and is beginning to have a strong 
sense of right and wrong. 

It is important that the child have 
intelligent guidance at this time as he 
enters upon the period of later child- 
hood, stretching from his ninth to his 
twelfth birthday. 
the post-primary or elementary-school 


This is referred to as 
period. It is a period during which the 
child acquires many skills: he improves 
his handwriting and his language abil- 
ities; he develops a spelling conscience 
and a spelling consciousness; he ac- 
quires habits of study; above all, he 
learns to get along with other people. 
Sut withal, the child of nine is still truly 
a child, and will continue to mature 
rapidly over the three years of later 


childhood. As an older eclild he pro- 
gresses in three years a long way toward 
maturity and adulthood, particularly in 
his physical, mental, and social growth 
and development. 








Editor of The Catholic Educator, au- 
thor of texts for schools, formerly Super- 
intendent of Schools in the Pittsburgh 
diocese, Vice-President General of 
N.C.E.A., Msgr. Campbell is now in his 
30th year in charge of our educational 
section. 





AGE NINE: PHYSICAL GROWTH 


At the age of nine there normally 
begin the wide variations of develop- 
ment which will become increasingly 
noticeable at ten and eleven. Those 
who study him and his teachers who 
know him will observe that the nine- 
vear-old has much more in common 
with the ten- or eleven-year-old than 
with the seven- and eight-year-olds. 
The boy and particularly the girl at nine 
consider those of seven and eight as very 
immature, and at times refer to them 
somewhat slightingly as “the children.” 

There is little physieal growth during 
the three years of later childhood. Na- 
ture has established a plateau of growth 
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at this point, but there is considerable 
structural development, especially in 
motor ability leading to the acquisition 
of skills. The father notes with pride 
that his boy of nine can throw a ball 
much better than he could at eight. He 
notes also an increase in his child’s ca- 
is with 
and girls increased energy, 
and high spirits. This energy, 
vigor, and high spirits needs to be chan- 


pacity for endurance. There 
both boys 


vigor, 


activities of 
some type, or disciplinary problems will 
certainly We are not to 
ceived by the lack of increase in height 
more indicative of physical 
growth and development at this time is 
measurement of arm girth, of chest, and 
of hips. At nine the average height for 
the boy is 52 inches, and his average 
weight, 64 pounds. A year later, at the 
age of ten, the boy is 54 inches tall and 
70 pounds in weight, and the girl of ten 


neled into constructive 


arise. be de- 


and weight; 


matches these measurements. 

It may be that the sturdiness of the 
child at nine gives him specific immu- 
nity against most of the infectious dis- 
eases of childhood. Statistics reveal 
that this is a healthy, disease-resistant 
period. Minor physical disturbances 
such as headaches or digestive disorders 
are at a minimum. The nine-year-old 
should have a clear skin, free from erup- 
tions, and clean teeth, free from cavities. 
His parents and teachers tolerate and 
rejoice in his healthy appetite, his keen 
interest in active play, and his fond- 
ness for outdoor exercise. 

The and the 
nurse expect the lungs and the digestive 
and circulatory systems to grow steadily 


school doctor school 


and be almost mature in function. The 


heart is not yet fully developed, and the 
be guarded hazard 


child must against 


of straining it, particularly through 
physical competition with older chil- 
are much better devel- 
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dren. The eyes 
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THE PRIMARY GRADUATE 


oped, but will not reach adult size until 
ten. They can accommodate better 
than formerly to near work, but the 
child must be trained not to inflict any 
undue strain upon his eyes. The school 
dentist checks the child’s teeth; in the 
case of the nine-year-old he checks 
that the first and second bicuspids are 
appearing, and that there is no need 
for teeth straightening. 

The whole body is continuing to grow 
steadily, and the child as he grows re- 
veals more and more characteristics of 
adult functioning. 


The hands are becoming increasingly 
skillful. Eye-hand coordination is 
greatly improved, so that the child 
is often able to use his hands with 
real skill. Some children are begin- 
ning to show much greater skill than 
others in the use of their hands. Both 
boys and girls enjoy crafts and shop 
work and will carry out quite care- 
ful and well-planned craft work of 
many kinds.! 


AGE NINE: MENTAL GROWTH 


Parents and teachers observe with 
satisfaction that the attention span of 
the nine-year-old has greatly increased. 
He has developed capacity for unre- 
mitting attention to concrete things that 
excite his curiosity. He will work for 
hours with his tools or his chemistry 
outfit, if he has a bent in that direction. 
Young girls at this age show marked 
interest in sewing or weaving, even in 
intricate forms of artistic work of this 
variety. The child’s concentration is 
conditioned on interest and self-motiva- 
tion. If his interest flags, he may seem 
to be reverting to former habits of list- 
less; desultory attention. Successful 
teachers are those who can constantly 
stir interest and supply motivation, but 


*These Are Your Children, by Jenkins, 
Shacter, and Bauer (Seott, Foresman and 


Company, New York; 1953). 





even they show their skill by not push- 
ing the nine-year-old too hard. Though 
capable of prolonged interest, he resents 
forced or required attention for too long 
a period of time. When he begins to 
show fatigue or restlessness, a change 
of activity is indicated. 

His elders will mark that the nine- 
year-old has considerable initiative in 
carrying out projects of his own without 
adult direction or encouragement. This 
sustained interest makes high achieve- 
ment possible, and at this time many 
gifted children come into their own in- 
tellectually and achieve far more rap- 
idly than many of their fellows. At the 
same time, it is true of all nine-year- 
olds that as soon as a project no longer 
interests them they may drop it sud- 
denly and give it no further thought. 
This may be nature’s method of paving 
the way to a proper measure of recrea- 
tion for the rapidly developing little 
man or little woman. 


Nine-year-olds still need and en- 
joy much active, rough-and-tumble 
play. But sex differences are show- 
ing up increasingly. The boys shout 
and tear around. Thev like to wrestle 
and punch each other—in fact, punch- 
ing is often a mark of extreme affec- 
tion reserved for best friends. The 
girls, on the other hand, enjoy active 
group games, but are usually less 
noisy and less full of spontaneous 
energy than the boys. They turn to 
quieter activities or to roller skating, 
ice skating, jump rope, and jacks. 
Both groups are talking more. They 
may rush onto the playground with 
shouts, but will soon congregate in 
groups and begin to talk. Some- 
times they will just sit around talk- 
ing at random; at other times they 
will make plans or discuss the activi- 
ties of the secret club or gang. Their 
plans are often elaborate and not 
carried out, but the talk is good and 
the youngsters enjoy it and grow 
with it. 
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LESSONS BEGIN TO TAKE HOLD 


At nine the child begins to show that 
he is becoming a bit of a perfectionist. 
He does not need to be told again and 
again to do things in the right way; he 
works hard at perfecting his skills; he 
does not resent being told to recopy a 
piece of work not presentable in school ; 
he may even offer to do it on his own 
initiative. He struggles to improve his 
artistic appreciation and execution, and 
in general exhibits more interest in de- 
veloping techniques and skills. This 
trait developed in the classroom fol- 
lows him into the play yard, where he 
secks to become a better ball player. 
Instead of merely splashing around the 
pool, he tries earnestly to learn to swim. 
His improving coordination prompts 
him to learn how to skate or ski. His 
father and mother can take advantage 
of his desire to improve himself and 
train him to do all things well. 

But parents and teachers must care- 
fully avoid overdoing the teaching of 
techniques and skills at this age, for 
enthusiasm and desire will readily wane 
if the youngster is pushed too hard. It 
is important that any teaching of skills 
be a pleasant, stimulating activity for 
the child. A demand for perfection of 
which he is incapable can destroy his 
initial desire to acquire a given skill. 
This applies equally to pitching a ball 
or playing the piano. Let the child lead 
the way in the enthusiasm for any ac- 
tivity. His adult preceptor may gain 
better results by feigning weariness at 
times, and then responding favorably 
to the child’s earnest plea that they 
work together and persevere in striving 
toward mastery of a certain skill. 

The nine-year-old gives evidence of 
keener observance of details. This in- 
dicates that the child should be making 
good use of the methods and devices of 
audio-visual instruction. He shows im- 


*. 





THE 


prov 
His 

accu 
nant 
attel 
rathe 
indi 
mate 
quic 
senst 
tain 
num 
Whe 
of re 
favo 
Kell 
erea 
store 


edge 
Al 


Ol 
teac 
tial 
ters 
tere: 
spea 
ther 
of I: 
pose 
pres 
worl 
wort 
His 
mot. 
coll: 
Voe: 
forn 
tea 
littl 
of a 
tati 


cone 


Kell. 
Milv 








THE PRIMARY GRADUATE 


provement in constructive imagination. 
His reproductive imagination is fairly 
accurate, vivid, conerete, and predomi- 
nantly visual. With his better span of 
attention, his memory improves, or, 
rather, his use of it. There are marked 
individual differences in the type of 
material best remembered. His teacher 
quickly realizes that he may excel in 
sensed and perceived facts, while cer- 
tain of his fellows excel in the recall of 
numbers, symbols, and verbal systems. 
When verbal memory is good and power 
of retention well developed, the time is 
favorable for training the memory. 
Kelly says that this period offers the 
greatest opportunity of child life to 
store up countless elements of know]- 


edge.” 
AREAS OF RAPID PROGRESS 


Obviously, this is the best time for 
teaching history as a connected, sequen- 
tial narrative in which the interest cen- 
ters around deeds. The expanding in- 
terests of the child rapidly improve his 
speaking and writing vocabularies, and 
there is growing interest in the study 
of language. The child senses the pur- 
poses of improving his ability of ex- 
Often he develops a 
working vocabulary of better than 5,000 
words before he reaches the age of ten. 


pressing himself. 


His improving vocabulary gives him 
motivation for wide reading, and his 
collateral reading in turn increases his 
vocabulary. Work that requires him to 
form abstractions is still a bit difficult. 
Reasoning for reasoning’s sake is of 
little interest to the child. In the field 
of aesthetic and ethical values, presen- 
tation is best when it is specifie and 


concrete. Later, during the eleventh 


* Introductory Child Psychology, by Wil- 
liam A. Kelly, Ph.D., and Margaret Reuther 
Kelly, A.M. (Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee). 


year, he develops the ability to do logi- 
cal thinking. Kelly reminds us that 
throughout the period of early child- 
hood, nine to twelve years, there is an 
interest in puzzles, and since many puz- 
zles are good problems in reasoning, 
this interest should be encouraged. 

The nine-year-old has mastered the 
mechanics of reading during the pri- 
mary-school period. Now he is ready 
to read to learn. Tales of action, power, 
and courage appeal most to the boy of 
this age, while the girl of like age is 
attracted by stories of devotion, ro- 
manee, and sacrifice. The nine-year- 
old is beginning to put aside fairy tales 
and much of the fantasy and imagina- 
tive play of his earlier years. He is 
able to read with a fair degree of inde- 
pendence and he has the motivation to 
become a good reader. Some of his 
fellows may evince little interest in 
reading; a reading span of four to five 
years is common in the fourth grade. 
Some there are who read as well as 
adults; others may be as low as first 
grade level. The wide range of reading 
ability makes the choice of reading 
materials difficult. If the individual 
has unusual difficulty with reading at 
this age, the help of a special reading 
or guidance teacher is indicated. 

The alert fourth grader reads with 
interest an elementary history of his 
own country, and he is eager to know 
about other countries. He develops a 
feeling of loyalty and pride in his own 
country, but his guides guard him 
against chauvinism and jingoism. His 
developing fondness for biographies is 
best directed to stories of the great 
heroes of the world, particularly those 
of his own country. Unfortunately, 
writes Dr. Kelly, the lives and char- 
acters of those ideal heroes and heroines 
of religion, the saints, are rarely pre- 
sented in fascinating ways to children 
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at this age. Contemporary authors of 
saints’ lives for children are, however, 
performing a significant service in this 
field. Parents and teachers can help 
to direct the reading of the nine-year- 
old by keeping abreast of the best 
publications for children. 


GUIDING HIS READING TASTE 


The child’s reading tastes are not in- 
born or natural, but must be cultivated. 
This cultivation demands stimulation 
and guidance. In no period is this 
stimulation and guidance more neces- 
sary than in the period of later child- 
hood beginning at about the age of nine 
years. His parents and his teachers 
should develop competence in guiding 
the child through the world of books, 
for they are the natural guides and di- 
rectors of the child in this area. From 
many approved sources come classified 
lists of children’s books suited to the 
child at various ages in the successive 
grades or groups of grades in the ele- 
mentary school. 

In America (November 22, 1958), 
under the heading “Brand New Books 
for the Very Young,” is presented a 
running commentary on books for chil- 
dren that are just off the press. A word 
of caution is said in regard to the group 
of books of most interest to us: “Cath- 
olie publishers are issuing so many biog- 
raphies of saints and heroes nowadays 
that one feels impelled to utter a word 
of warning. Better to concentrate on 
a few good books than to flood the 
market with hastily prepared and 
poorly written material.” 

Among the titles commended by the 
reader are Meére Marie of New France 
(Kenedy, $2.50), by Mary Fabyan 
Windeatt, and Courageous Catherine 
(Bruce, $2), by Sister Raymond Marie. 
Both these books fill a need for mate- 


. 








THE PRIMARY GRADUATE 


rial on Religious. The Vision Book 
series offers new books on the Curé of 
Ars, St. Benedict, and St. Helena (Far- 
rar, Straus & Cudahy, $1.95). Benziger 
ix coming to the fore with much-needed 
material on heroes of the Chureh in 
America. These heroes include Fr. Luis 
Richard, martyr of Florida; Kateri 
Tekakwitha; Fr. Gabriel Richard, pio- 
neer priest of Detroit; Fr. Peter de 
Smet, early missionary priest. Each of 
these sells for $2. Brother Dutton of 
Molokai (Bruce, $2) is “an excellent 
story by Howard E. Crouch.” Sheed 
& Ward presents More Stories from the 
Old Testament ($3). The Apostles of 
the Lord (Bruce, $2.50), by Catherine 
Beebe, is based closely on the Bible. 
Mary and Joseph are the first in Sheed 
& Ward’s new’ Patron Saint books. 
“They are in flat picture-book format, 
but have a good amount of text. Ages 
7-11 will love them.” 


SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY 
SHARPENS 


Through religious training and in- 
struction and through his growing abil- 
ity to form his own judgments reliably, 
the nine-year-old develops morally to 
a point where he respects the property 
rights of others, keeps his word, and 
respects authority. We expect of him 
that he will be honest, truthful, and 
respectful. It is sometimes urged 
against the home and the school that 
they fail to sharpen the child’s sense of 
responsibility. Religion teaches the 
accountability of each individual be- 
fore God. Parents must see to it that 
their child develops a deep sense of 
personal responsibility, and learns at 
the earliest possible period that he is 
accountable to God for his thoughts, 
his words, and his actions. His home 
training must reinforce this teaching in 
every practical way and stress the 


child’s accountability to God even in 
the performance of ordinary chores and 
tasks. At the age of nine he can readily 
understand that each member of the 
family has a part to play in the service 
of God by earrying out an assigned role. 
The child, thus enlightened, will be en- 
abled to see in later life how the faith- 
ful discharge of his duties as a citizen 
can be related to the service of God. 
At the present moment he will accept 
his homework, his attention in class, and 
his participation in school activities as 
part of the same divine plan learned in 
the home, whereby each action has its 
significance in God’s eyes. 

“The spiritual helps which the child 
has for deepening his sense of respon- 
sibility,” declares the Hierarchy of the 
United States in The Child: Citizen of 
Two Worlds (1950), ‘must not be neg- 
lected. Parents should encourage the 
practice of nightly examination of con- 
science and weekly confession. The 
child who goes over his thoughts, speech, 
and actions at the end of each day, 
secking out what has been displeasing 
to God, will gradually develop a sensi- 
tivity to God’s claims upon his life. 
The practice of weekly confession will 
make him conscious of the manner in 
which he has misused his time and tal- 
ents. It will heighten in him that sense 
of accountability to God which is neces- 
sary if he is to show proper contrition 
for his failings and proper amendment 
of them.” 

Kelly likewise stresses the importance 
of developing in the child a sense of 
responsibility for his conduct. He lists 
a number of moral habits and tells us 
that moral training in later childhood 
must be largely a matter of growth in 
habits. The truths of religion must be 
built into the moral habits or the proc- 
ess of teaching religion becomes a futile 
one. The school must treat the basic 
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virtues in a manner that will make them 
directly transferable to the daily con- 
duct of the child. The work of the 
school is in vain if it fails to stress 
moral values. 

The 1919 Pastoral Letter of the 
American Hierarchy restates the prin- 
ciples which serve as the basis of Cath- 
olic education. There we read that 
an education which quickens the in- 
telligence and enriches the mind with 
knowledge, but fails to develop the will 
and direct it to the practice of virtue, 
may produce scholars, but it cannot 
produce good men. The exclusion of 
moral training from the educative proc- 
ess is more dangerous in proportion to 
the thoroughness with which the intel- 
lectual powers are developed, because 
it gives the impression that morality 
is of little importance, and thus sends 
the pupil into life with a false idea 
which is not easily corrected. Moral 
training must accord the first place to 
religion, for our duties to our Creator 
take precedence of all other duties. The 
performance of religious duties ensures 
the fulfillment of other obligations. 

The typical nine-year-old is a well 
adjusted youngster. Friends and mem- 
bership in a group mean a great deal 
to the little conformist. He is inclined 
to copy the example of his peers in 
manners, in clothes, in interests. Clubs 
and gangs begin to have a stronger ap- 
peal to him than they ever had previ- 
ously. Care is to be exercised that the 
pattern of the gang is not undesirable, 
but it is a rare occurrence for a gang to 
grow vicious at this early age. On the 
intellectual side the nine-year-old seeks 
under direction to coordinate his previ- 
ous learnings and to profit by them. 
His plasticity is still very marked and 


he ean be led on easily to better things. 
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Quality and Grave 
Matter in Fasting 
Question: Since abstinence from 
meat is not essential to the law of fast- 
ing, would an adult obliged to fast on 
an ordinary week day in Lent commit 
a venial or a mortal sin by deliberately 
eating meat at his small meal (let us 
say six ounces of meat) and again at 
the principal meal? I have heard some 
maintain that violation of abstinence 
from meat on an ordinary fast day (a 
day of fast only) would not constitute 
serious matter. Do you think this posi- 
tion can be defended? 
ASSISTENS 


Answer: Pinpointing the object of 
the question will call for a few prefa- 
tory remarks. The question is not con- 
cerned with eating meat on a day of fast 
and abstinence, either total or partial. 
On such days the law of abstinence is 
independent of the law of fast. Even 
persons who are not obliged to fast are 
obliged to the law of abstinence, unless 
they do not come under the law of ab- 
stinence or are dispensed or excused 
from it. Abstinence from meat will be 
on some days in this 

When only partial 


either total or, 
country, partial. 
abstinence is enjoined, the eating of 
meat is allowed only at the principal 
meal. Further, I shall follow the rather 
common opinion of authors that about 


two ounces of meat eaten in violation 
of the law of abstinence constitutes 
grave matter. Hence, on a day of fast 
and abstinence, whether one is obliged 
to fast and abstain or merely to ab- 
stain, two ounces of meat taken any- 
time during the day on a day of com- 
plete abstinence or outside the prin- 
cipal meal on a day of partial abstinence 
will amount to grave matter. 

The law of fast considered apart from 
the law of abstinence regulated the 
quantity of food to be eaten, so that 
only one full meal is permitted by the 
law of fast. A certain amount of food 
may be taken in the morning and in the 
evening, the quantity and quality be- 
ing determined by the approved customs 
of places. It is lawful to interchange 
the noon meal and the evening refection. 

Besides the essential regulation on 
quantity, then, it is seen that the law 
of fasting is concerned with the time of 
the principal meal and with the quality 
of food permitted at the two minor re- 
pasts which are allowed in addition to 
the principal meal. Quantity is essen- 
tial to the notion of fasting, so that a 
second full meal prevents the essential 
fulfillment of the law. There is no 
regulation of quality so far as the one 
full meal is concerned. Meat is per- 
mitted at the principal meal on a fast 
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day which is not at the same time a 
day of complete abstinenee. The time 
of the principal meal and the regula- 
tions of approved custom concerning 
the quality of food at the two minor 
repasts, or collations, are accessory to 
the obligation of taking only one full 
meal. Bypassing the question of the 
time of the principal meal, I shall con- 
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sider only the obligation, which is had 
by those to whom the law of fast ex- 
tends, of abstaining from meat at the 
two collations and at other times out- 
side the principal meal. In this eoun- 
try we have no other restriction con- 
cerning quality of food in relation to 
the law of fasting. 

It is true that the quality of food 
allowed at the two minor repasts and, 
in particular, abstinence from meat at 
these meals and at other times during 
the day outside the principal meal is 
not the essential part of the law of fast- 
ing. This means: 
not obliged to the essential part of the 
law of fasting regarding quantity is 
likewise not bound by the restrictions 


1) a person who is 


which coneern the quality of food 
taken outside the principal meal; 2) a 
violation of the law of fast as it con- 
cerns quality does not render impos- 
sible the observance of the essential 
part of the law which concerns quan- 
tity. The latter statement is true 
whether the violation is indeliberate 
or deliberate. In passing, I might men- 
tion that I should consider sound the 
statement that if meat is eaten inde- 
liberately or deliberately outside the 
main meal a person would nevertheless 
be permitted to eat meat at the prin- 
cipal meal, since there are no restric- 
tions from the law of fast regarding 
the quality of food allowed at the prin- 
cipal meal. 

That the law of fast carries with it 
what we may call, in the sense as ex- 
plained above, an accessory qualitative 
restriction forbidding the eating of meat 
outside the principal meal is evident 
from a reply of the Eminent President 
of the Code Commission, given October 
29, 1919, and from the uniform regula- 
tions of the Bishops of this country.! 


‘Cf. Canon Law Digest, I, p. 586; IV, p. 366. 
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It is admitted by all that the law of 
fasting bids sub grav. Also everyone 
agrees that the obligation admits of 
parvity of matter in relation to quan- 
tity of food taken outside the principal 
meal. Does the law of fast as it regards 
quality, i.e., abstinence from meat out- 
side the one full meal permitted, have 
such a relation to the essence of the law 
of fast that a violation of the law of 
fast can be had only in relation to 
quantity? Obviously not. A_ person 
bound to the law of fast would be guilty 
of a violation of the law by eating meat 
at one or both of the minor repasts even 
apart from a violation in regard to 
quantity. It should follow that the 
gravity of the law restricting the kind 
of food allowed should be judged inde- 
pendently of any consideration in re- 
lation to the quality of food permitted 
outside the principal meal. This, I ad- 
mit, does not prove that the obligation 
of abstaining from meat outside the 
main meal is grave. However, I do 
think that the gravity is found in the 
very purpose of the law of fast as it re- 
stricts the quality of food allowed out- 
side the main meal. A restriction in 
regard to the kind of food allowed out- 
side the one full meal has an important 
relation to the total purpose of the law 
of fast and a relation which is, in itself, 
independent of quantity. The purpose 
of the law to enjoin mortification and 
penance through limitation of nutrition 
is obtained to a very important degree 
through abstinence from meat outside 
the main meal. An amount of meat, 
taken outside the one full refection al- 
lowed on a fast day, which would no- 
tably impede the purpose of the law 
On this 


I believe we have no other traditional 


would constitute grave matter. 


norm than the norm of the law of ab- 
stinence, namely, that about two ounces 


constitutes grave matter, 
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Incense 

G. BOZYK MFG. CO. HPR 
New York, N. Y. 

Ee 


. W. FISKE ARCHITECTURAL METALS 
Paterson, N. J. HPR 

THE ALSTO COMPANY CBM 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Institutional Supplies 


CRETORS CORP. CBM 
Nashville, Tenn. 

DOLGE CO., c. 6. CBM 
Westport, Conn 

« *- CO., ‘cme CBM 

FRANKLING LEE COMPANY HPR 
Chicago, 


Hl 
a AND ASSOCIATES, | NC. HPR 
ic 
NADEN INDUSTRIES CBM 
Webster City, lowa 
OLIVER C. en MFG. CO. CBM 


Spicelan 

STANDARD INDUSTRIAL sa 
Peoria, Ill. CBM, HPR 

SANGAMON MILLS HPR 
Cohoes, N. Y. 

STEVENS-BURT CO. CBM 
New Brunswick, N. J. 

VEGA oe INC. CBM 
Syracu N. 

WEAR PROOF MAT. co. CBM 
Chicago, Ill. 

WHITE MOP — CO. CBM 
Fultonville, N. 

WOOSTER PRODUCTS. INC. CBM 
Wooster, Ohio 

Insurance 

MINISTERS LIFE AND CASUALTY 

UNION HPR 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
Toronto, Ontario 
Interior Decorating 


O’BRIEN PAINT CO. CBM 
South Bend, Ind. 


Investment 


INVESTORS LISTING HPR 
a 7 Division 
New York Y. 

S.V.D. CATHOLIC. UNIVERSITIES HPR 
Chicago, Ill. 


Kitchen, Church 


COPPERS, INC. CBM 
Nappanee, Ind. 


Laundry Equipment 


HUEBSCH MFG. CO CBM 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
SMALL EQUIPMENT CO. CBM 


Cincinnati 12, Ohio 


Letters, Cut-Out 
MUTUAL AIDS 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
Lighting, Church 


WASLEY PRODUCTS, INC. HPR 
Plainville, Conn. 


Lighting Supplies 


DAY-BRITE LIGHTING CO. CBM 
St. Louis, Mo. 

HUBBELL, INC., Woe CBM 
Bridgeport, 


M. G. WHEELER COMPANY, INC. CBM 
Greenwich, Conn. 


Marble 
LEONARDO a CORP. CBM 
New York, N. 


Office nashtion 


REX-ROTARY DISTRIBUTING CORP. 
New York 1, N. Y. CBM 


Organ 

CONN ORGAN CBM 
Elkhart, Ind. 

Palm 

THE NEISSEN CO. HPR 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Plaques, Memorial 


INTERNATIONAL <a TABLET &. 
New York, N. CB 
NEWMAN BROTHERS, INC. HPR 

Cincinnati, Ohio 


Playground Equipment 


AMERICAN PLAYGROUND DEVICE CO. 
Anderson, Ind. CBM 


Portrait Paintings 


ASNY IMPORTATIONS HPR 
New York, N. Y. 

Pre-Engineered Buildings 

BUTLER MFG. CO. CBM 


Kansas City, Mo. 
Projectors, Motion Picture 


——. een CO. CBM 

0 

RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
Camden, CBM 

Publishers 

D. FARRELL CO. HPR 
Chicago, Ill. 


The Homiletic and Pastoral Review 


and Catholic Building and Maintenance 


THE NEWMAN PRESS HPR 
Westminster, Md. 
GEORGE A. PFLAUM, PUBLISHERS 


Dayton, Ohi HPR 
ST. ANTHONY GUILD PRESS HPR 
Paterson, N. J. 
JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC. HPR 
New York, N. Y. 


Radio and Electronic Parts 


ALLIED RADIO CBM 
Chicago, III. 

Scaffolding 

BAKER-ROOS, INC. CBM 


Indianapolis 6, Ind. 


Sound Systems 


RADIO CORP. OF AMERICA CBM 
Camden, J. 


Stage Equipment 


PITTSBURGH STAGE, INC. CBM 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


Statues, Hand Carved 


BENDIX MOULDINGS, INC. CBM 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Shelving 


DELUXE METAL FURNITURE CO. CBM 
Warren, Penna. 

SCHOOLMAKERS, INC. CBM 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Vacuum System, Central 


SPENCER TURBINE CO. CBM 
Hartford 6, Conn. 


Valves, Flush 
SLOAN VALVE CO. CBM 


Vessels, Sacred 


(HPR lists monthly those firms with 
Episcopal authorization to handle 
sacred vessels and repair them.) 


Vestments, Liturgical 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS HPR 
Chicago, Ill. 

HARBRO HPR 

R. J. TOOMEY HPR 

Wardrobes 

A. R. NELSON CO., THE CBM 
Long Island City, N. Y. 

Waterproofing 

STANDARD DRY WALL CO. CBM 


New Eagle, Penna. 


Water Processing 

Equipment 

LAYNE & BOWLER, INC. CBM 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Windows, Church 

m3 —— co. HPR 
Brookl vs 

CONRAD SCHMITT STUDIOS HPR 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


are publications of Joseph F. Wagner, lne. 


53 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 
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Burn Rubbish Safely 
“Yard Boy” 
ourpoor INCINERATOR 


Quickly, safely reduces 
to fine ash all burn- 
able rubbish, garbage, 
leaves, litter, etc., even 
in inclement weather. 
No extra fuel is re- 
quired. 


Lights at top, burns 
downward. Construc- 
tion of cast iron and 
heavy gauge _ sheet 
iron completely 
coated with fire and 
weather resistant Vi- 
treous Porcelain 
Enamel. 


Endorsed by institutions 
and Fire Prevention 
Authorities from coast- 
to-coast, 





PRICES, f.0.b. Reading, Pa. 
No. 6—6 bu. capacity—wt. 150 Ibs. $99.50 
No. 3—3 bu. capacity—wt. 100 Ibs. $59.50 
Write for descriptive circular 


: ARCHITECTURAL 
J. W. Fiske METALS, INC. 
Dept. 9, 111 Pennsylvania Ave., Paterson, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1858 











og NR MF JESUS CAs, 


3 Basic Instructions on the Church 


IN COLOR FILM 


35 MM FILM STRIPS 
OVER 200 FRAMES 


A MUST FOR ADULT CONVERT WORK 
IDEAL FOR CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 
ADAPTABLE TO ALL PURPOSES BY THE 
COMMENTATOR 
Scripture Text, Key Quotations by Church Fathers 
on film 
Fresh, Modern Self-Instructing pictures 


Supplementary Manual supplied for 
instructor 


Sec. 1 The Church in the time of the Apostles 
Sec. 2. The Church in the Early Centuries 
Sec. 3 The Church of Christ Today 





ORDER NOW—ON TRIAL IF YOU WILL 
PRICE $12.00 per Sec.—$30.00 per Set 











M. A. Cunningham, Dept H 
3122 Richmond St., Chicago 18, Illinois 














The following, I admit, is not a con- 
clusive argument. However, if we were 
to follow to its logical conclusion the 
reasoning presented in the question. 
why not say that only a venial sin 
would be committed even if a person 
were to eat, in addition to the meat 
allowed at the main meal, nothing but 
meat at the two collations, provided he 
did not exceed in quantity the amount 
of food permitted according to the rela- 
tive norm in relation to the one full 
meal? 


Practical Statement of Norm for 
Medicine before Communion 


Question: In advising sick persons 
concerning the taking of medicine be- 
fore the reception of Holy Communion, 
would you consider the following state- 
ment practical and in conformity with 
the new norms for observance of the 
Kucharistic fast? “You may _ take 
medicine, either liquid or solid, with no 
time limit before Communion provided 
vou would consider it necessary or bene- 
ficial even if you were not going to re- 
ceive Communion shortly after taking 
the medicine.” 

SUPPLENS 


Answer: If the provisory clause is 
meant as a restrictive addition to the 
law, it could be objected to. If it is 
meant merely as a practical way of ad- 
Vising people concerning the lawful tak- 
ing of medicine before the reception of 
Communion, I think it is rather well 
stated. Most people do not take medi- 
cine unless they are sick or infirm at 
least to the extent that they consider 
that the medicine taken will be bene- 
ficial to their condition. As we know, 
there is no time limit in regard to medi- 
cine, either liquid or solid, which the sick 
may take before the reception of Com- 
munion. Also there is no question of a 
grave inconvenience which the sick per- 
son would otherwise suffer if he omitted 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


tlie medicine in order to receive Com- 
munion. A person who has a moder- 
ately severe headache, or even a slight 
one which will become worse as the day 
wears on, will take an aspirin or some 
other remedy to relieve it. A person 
for whom a physician has prescribed 
medicine to be taken at a certain time 
takes the medicine at the time pre- 
scribed. Such persons may take the 
remedies indicated even shortly before 
Communion. I might mention in pass- 
ing also that non-aleoholic drinks are 
also permitted to the sick without time 
limit. 

Most people are capable of judging 
for themselves when they are sick and 
ought to take medicine if there is ques- 
tion of common remedies beneficial for 
alleviating a present infirmity or pre- 
venting the recurrence of a chronic 
sickness to which they are subject. 
Also a person will know that when a 
physician prescribes medicine to be 
taken at a certain time or at certain 
intervals, he does so because he con- 
siders it to be necessary or beneficial to 
his patient. These considerations are, 
it seems to me, the reason for the omis- 
sion of the necessity of the advice of 
the confessor from the present norm. 
With the fast of three hours from solid 
food and aleoholic drink and one hour 
from other drinks (no time limit for 
water), people will not abuse the priv- 
ilege of taking medicine accorded to 
the sick. 


Interest on Mass Stipends 

Question: A pastor who has a large 
number of Mass stipends on hand with- 
draws the money from the regular 
checking account and deposits the 
money in a savings account. The in- 
terest accruing from this acocunt, he 
says, now belongs to him. 

It is our contention that he is wrong 
in his assumption. The interest either 
belongs to the parish or should be set 
aside for Masses. 


Hear it now! 


| 

| GREATEST DEVELOPMENT 
IN CARILLON MUSIC 

| SINCE THE BELL ITSELF! 





INSPIRING NEW 





AMERICANA 
| Bells 


| By SCHULMERICH 
| 


Inspired by world-famed CARIL- 
LON AMERICANA® Bells at 
Brussels Worlds Fair . . . this in- 
strument is the difference between 
“LISTENING” to bell sounds in 
black-and-white— and “SEEING” 
BELL MUSIC IN GLORIOUS 
FULL COLOR. And only Schul- 
merich has it! Priced to fit every 
church budget. Can be used with 
your present Schulmerich caril- 
lon —or any make carillon ac- 
cepted in trade. For thrilling 
demonstration . . . without obli- 
gation, write... 


SCHULMERICH 


CARILLONS, INC. 
1619 Carillon Hill + Sellersville, Pa. 
“The Sweetest Music Ever Tolled” 





*Tradem irk of Bell Instruments produced 
by Schulmerich Carill s, Inc 
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LITANY AT 
NAZARETH 


By Rev. James J. McNally 


“Father James J. McNally, who is 
already known to many priests for his 
helpful series of sermons on our 
Blessed Mother, Make Way for Mary, 
has now given us a series of forty- 
nine talks, one on each of the invoca- 
tions of the Litany of the Blessed 


Virgin. 


“The talks are brief, about five min- 
utes each; the style is warm and 
simple. The author begins with a brief 
presentation of the meaning of each 
invocation, and then tries to draw 
from it a lesson, followed by an 
exhortation. In his treatment of the 
basic meaning of the title contained 
in each invocation, Father McNally 
does not attempt a deep theological 
analysis, which would hardly fit 
within the brief format, and would be 
out of harmony with the intended 


simplicity of the talks. 


“This volume should be helpful in 
preparing a series of sermons for May 
or October devotions, or for novenas. 
Many, too, would find it helpful for 
their personal meditations.—Rev. 
Wituram Most in Emmanuel 
$5.95 


Pp. vii + 210 pp. 


Joseph F. Wagner, Ine. 
New York, 1958 
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On the other hand, he argues that he 

has every right to the interest on the 
money. The money, he says, does not 
belong to the parish. And as for saying 
Masses, for whom? The interest is 
from an accumulation of many inten- 
tions. 

He further argues that the money 
could have been left in the checking ac- 
count from which no profit results. If 
he thought of depositing the funds to 
an account from which some benefit 
does accrue, the benefit is his. 

Your comments will be greatly ap- 
preciated. 

DISPUTANTES 


Answer: Several canons pertinent to 
a commentary on the question come to 
mind: 


Canon 834, §2. If the donor did not 
expressly specify a time for the cele- 
bration of manual Masses: 

n. 1. Masses offered for an urgent 
cause are to be celebrated as soon as 
possible for the attainment of the 
purpose. 

n. 2. In other cases Masses are to 
be celebrated within a reasonable 
time according to the larger or smaller 
number of Masses. 

§3. If the donor expressly left to 
the determination of the priest the 
time of celebration, the priest may 
celebrate them at a time more con- 
venient for him, the provision of 
Canon 835 remaining in effect. 

Canon 835. No one may accept so 
many Mass obligations to be cele- 
brated by himself that he cannot 
satisfy them within a year. 

Canon 837. He who has Masses 
to be celebrated by others shall dis- 
tribute them as soon as possible. . 

Canon 827. Whatever even bears 
a resemblance to trading or mer- 
chandising must be entirely removed 
from Mass stipends. 


With these quotations or partial quo- 
tations from the above canons, I think 
the position taken by the pastor is sub- 
ject to unfavorable 
wonders, first of all, how the canons con- 


comment. One 
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


cerning the time within which Masses 
are to be said or distributed to others 
will be observed if the money of the 
manual stipend is left in the savings 
account in sufficient amount and for a 
sufficient time to 
amount of interest. 

It must be conceded that the deposit- 
ing of money for Masses not yet said in 


accumulate any 


& savings account rather than in a 
checking account would not in itself 
constitute a semblance of trading or 
merchandising. However, when one 
profits from the handling of Masses to 
be celebrated by others in the form of 
interest in the stipends, I should judge 
that there is at least a semblance of 
trading in Mass stipends and a violation 


of Canon 827. If we assume that some 
of the Masses are eventually to be said 
by the assistants in the parish or sent 
to others to be said, the interest would 
represent an unlawful gain by the pas- 
tor from handling Mass stipends. 

Supposing the money could be in- 
vested in a savings account without a 
violation of the canons which concern 
the time for celebrating manual Masses 
or transmitting them to others, I believe 
that the interest gained would be due 
ratably to the priests who actually offer 
the Masses. In any event, the priest 
who invested the money in the savings 
account has no lawful title to make a 
profit from the handling of Mass 
stipends. 





iene 


what to do about 


Your “‘hard-of-hearing’’ penitents use Con- 
fessionaire as effortlessly as a telephone 

. without revealing their affliction. 
The confessor’s work is lightened... when 
penitents clearly grasp his slightest whis- 
per. Confessionaire installs in 
minutes — plugs into any stand- 
ard electric outlet. Over 4000 in 
use. Simple accessories extend 
its benefits to the “‘hard-of-hear- 
ing’ priest, as well. Clip coupon 


for free 16-page brochure, or 
30-day free trial. 





parishioners who 





out of sheer hearing embarrassment 


ee 

l out of 6 Catholics suffers difficulty in hearing. When 
they avoid confession as a resule — it may even lead to 
loss of their precious faith’’. So warns the Apostolate for 
the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing (Rev. George J. Haye, 
Director). Now you can draw these sensitive people back 
into the comfort of the Sacrament, with 
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| AUDIO EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
PORT WASHINGTON, N. Y. 


(J Send 16-page descriptive brochure Free. 


nail 30-DAY FREE TRIAL 


j Send 
C) Confessionaire $ 79.50 
CJ Accessory Kit No. 3 . 8.95 
(Headphone for Confessor) 
[} Duplex Installation 176.50 


(2 Confessionaires, Headphone, 


5 Panel Switches) 
It is understood that | may return this equip- 
: ment collect, within 30 days, and owe you 
nothing. 
NAME...... 
I CHURCH 
| ST. & NO. 
af CITY... STATE 





389 








Book Reviews 





U.S. Constitution and 
Private Education 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE IN EpucaTion. By 
Virgil C. Blum, 8.J. (The Maemillan 
Company, New York, 1958), pp. 224. 
$3.95. 


Fr. Virgil Blum is a missionary to 
muddled minds in the field he explores: 
the United States Constitution as it re- 
lates to education. As we know from 
current events, there is scarcely denser 
territory anywhere. 

His mission is sacred and daring: 
he is dedicated to restoring religious 
liberty in our land and to preserving 
religious education. While more timid 
souls are talking of abandoning church 
schools and colleges because of stagger- 
ing financial burdens, Fr. Blum rallies 
his readers to do something about it, 
drawing their attention to the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the Consti- 
tution. He writes: 


Now it is my contention that, in 
the distribution of educational bene- 
fits, the several states violate this 
fundamental constitutional principle. 
In their educational policy the states 
demand, as a condition for sharing in 
educational benefits, the surrender of 
a constitutional right. Specifically, 
the states demand the surrender of 
freedom of mind and freedom of reli- 
gion. This is to say, the states de- 
mand the surrender of freedom of 
choice in education. They demand 
that a child or student not attend : 
private or church-related school as a 
condition for sharing in the state’s 
educational benefits. 

The Supreme Court of the United 
States has repeatedly declared that 
parents have a constitutional right to 
send their children to independent 


-_ 
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schools. Yet, states demand that 

parents surrender this fundamental 

right as a condition for sharing in 
educational benefits. 

There, in two paragraphs, we have 
the challenge contained in Freedom of 
Choice in Education. Its common 
sense and clear, calm reasoning has ap- 
peal for every American, regardless of 
creed. No reader need fear that he is 
being Roman-collared into accepting a 
peculiarly “Catholic” position by agree- 
ing with what is said here, for Fr. Blum 
bases his case squarely on the Constitu- 
tion, leaning heavily on legal authori- 
ties as well as leading Protestant and 
Jewish thinkers. 

Father Blum argues that our govern- 
ment, which forbids monopolies in other 
businesses, sanctions and encourages 
monopoly in education by supporting a 
single system. This, he believes, is as 
dangerous to democracy as it is unfair 
to those citizens whose consciences dic- 
tate a God-centered education. In or- 
der to insure freedom of choice in 
education, there must be an alternative 
to state education. Yet, because the 
state subsidizes one system to the ex- 
clusion of all others, many parents can- 
not afford to give their children the reli- 
gious education which they want. At 
the same time, schools which receive no 
tax support are in danger of being 
closed because of insufficient revenue 
and unfair competition. 

“Liberty at a price—this is not 
liberty,” declares the author. He sug- 
gests two means by which parents can 
receive their rights while not conflicting 
with state laws which prohibit the use 
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of public funds to aid religious or pri- 
vate institutions. 

One method is the “certificate plan.” 
An example of this is the educational 
program for veterans under the GI Bill 
of Rights. Under the certificate plan 
as outlined by Professor Milton Fried- 
man of the University of Chicago, gov- 
ernments would finance education “by 
giving parents vouchers redeemable for 
a specified maximum sum per child per 
vear if spent on ‘approved’ educational 
services. Parents would then be free to 
spend this sum and any additional sum 
on purchasing educational service from 
an ‘approved’ institution of their own 
choice. The educational services could 
be rendered by private enterprises 
operated for profit, or by non-profit 
institutions of various kinds.” 

The second suggestion is the “tax 
credit plan.” This proposal, variations 
of which have been introduced in Con- 
gress, would permit a tax credit for 
tuition and fees paid to publie or pri- 
vate institutions of higher learning. 
Bills espousing this plan have not pro- 
vided for the full amount of tuition and 
fees, but usually only 30 per cent. 

The conscientious concern throughout 
Fr. Blum’s book may arouse new deter- 
mination in those who believe, as did 
our Founding Fathers, that schools ex- 
ist to teach religion, morality and 
knowledge. 

Consider here a few quotations which 
Fr. Blum has included in his work. 


As the American school system is 
now conducted . . . there is no such 
thing as religious liberty in American 
education. There is liberty only to 
be unreligious.—Dr. Bernard Iddings 
Bell, Episcopal clergyman and 
scholar. 


Many Protestant scholars have be- 
gun to ask whether the publie school 
will not be maintained at too high a 
price if the inevitable result is a ecom- 


placent indifference to religion .. . I 
have seen so much recently of this 
disposition to take over the schools 
on the part of an aggressive, dogmatic 
and anti-theistie philosophic move- 
ment, that I am constrained to call it 
the most grievous and crudest assault 
in our time upon the separation of 
chureh and state—Dr. Ernest F. 
Johnson, official of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


Unfortunately our tax supported 
educational system has mistaken free- 
dom of religion for freedom from 
religion . The almost inevitable 
impression of a person who has spent 
12, 16 or even 20 of the most forma- 
tive years of his life in the public 
school system learning there practi- 
cally everything he knows, without 
ever hearing religion seriously con- 
sidered, is simply that it isn’t impor- 
tant enough for the government to 
bother to pay anyone to dissuss it.— 
Dr. Edward MecCrady, Episcopalian 
president of the University of the 
South. 


Fr. Blum is not without company. 

To those who wonder whether the 
vovernment—in subsidizing the child 
under either the certificate or tax credit 
plan—may gain control over the school 
which the child chooses to attend, the 
author prescribes an analysis of gov- 
ernment activities in other programs 
subsidizing the individual citizen. He 
answers with his own question: 


When millions of individual needy 
aged men and women, using govern- 
ment subsidies, buy the needs of life 
at thousands of different private 
stores and shops throughout the na- 
tion, does the government subsidize 
these business enterprises? If so, are 
Macy’s, Gimbels, Borden, the A&P 
and Swift subject to government 
control? 

Fr. Blum cites many advantages to 
the certificate and tax credit plans in 
insuring freedom of choice in education, 
showing that the quality of education 
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will be improved if parents are per- 
mitted to select schools that have the 
most to offer their children. Further, 
he gives figures to show that these bene- 
fits can be given at an actual saving of 
tax money. 

Fr. Blum has written more than a 
book. He has produced a Parents’ Bill 
of Rights. 

Martin L. DuGGAn 


Straightforward Work 
On Marriage 


THE CATHOLIC MARRIAGE MANUAL. By 
Rev. George A. Kelly. Foreword by 
Francis Cardinal Spellman (Random 
House, New York, 1958), pp. 240. 
$4.95. 

Madison Avenue’s “hard sell” ap- 
proach has been characteristic of the 
past decade’s phenomenal production 
of Catholic marriage literature. The 
“hard sell” advertiser’s technique has 
been evident both in the high-tension, 
spread-eagle, pyrotechnical, oratorical 
approach and in the super-scientific 
sociological approach where every sim- 
ple statement about the nature of mar- 
riage had to be copiously footnoted 
with references to Curator Margaret 
Mead’s studies among the Samoan 
Islanders and Professor Carl Jung’s 
psychoanalytic interpretations and ob- 
fuscations of similar and/or dissimilar 
materials. However prestigious and 
impressive the Catholic orator’s and re- 
search artist’s productions have been, 
they have not provided the market 
with a “soft sell,” straightforward, un- 
involved, sympathetic exposition of the 
Catholic position of husband-wife 
relationships. 

Fr. Kelly’s Catholic Marriage Man- 
ual is something of a first of its kind. 
As the perspicacious Director of the 
Family Life Bureau of the Archdiocese 
of New York, he must have seen that an 
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unpretentious work combining the best 
of Catholic thought on marriage was a 
serious need. And Fr. Kelly’s ample 
talent and background as social sci- 
entist and theologian uniquely fitted 
him for the task. 

The attempt has been made to define 
for the lay couple as agreeably as pos- 
sible not only what their attitudes 
should be as ideal Catholies, but like- 
wise methods of handling difficulties on 
such key marriage problems as mutual 
love, intercourse, conflict and disagree- 
ment, having babies, not having babies, 
money, in-laws, drink, menopause and 
old age, separation and divorce, religion 
in the home. The ideals of the married 
state are clearly exposed and the vari- 
ous problems, such as that of family 
limitation, honestly discussed. The 
chapter on the medical aspects is writ- 
ten by Dr. Bernard Pisani. The re- 
viewer is not aware of any Catholic 
work on marriage which puts such a 
balanced accent upon the everyday 
spiritual and physical aspects of mar- 
riage. It is particularly fortunate that 
His Eminence Francis Cardinal Spell- 
man’s gracious foreword puts an extra 
stamp of approval on the work. 

Parish priests, directors of Cana Con- 
ferences and Family Retreats, teachers, 
and various other professionals have 
been looking for years for a book to 
put in the hands of ordinary people 
who are either married or contemplat- 
ing marriage. This is the book. 

Lucius F. CervantEs, 8.J. 


Catholic Education’s Aim 


THe Proximate Aim OF Epucation. 
(A Study of the Proper and Immedi- 
ate End of Education.) By Kevin J. 
O’Brien, C.SS.R., M.A. (The Bruce 
Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 1958), 
pp. 267. $5.00. 


Fr. Kevin J. O’Brien in his study 
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undertaken in the department of edu- 
cation of the Catholic University, 
Washington, D. C., and retaining much 
of the methodology of a Ph.D. disserta- 
tion, holds “Christian perfection as the 
proper and immediate end of education” 
(p. 183). The first six chapters, re- 
viewing finality, the nature and aspects 
of Christian perfection, presenting and 
rejecting such secular opinions about 
the end of education as humanistic 
realism, sense realism, developmental- 
ism, ethical culturism, Rousseau-ism, 
and Dewey-ism (pp. 51-73), evolve the 
following considered definition: 


Edueation as a total process is the 
passive and active development in 
the first proximate act, of the Chris- 
tian perfection of man in all his 
powers, natural and supernatural, 
whereby he is constituted maturely 
self-directive toward his final end 
(p. 193). 

This excellent but complicated defi- 
nition suggests Johnson’s defense, when 
twitted for his jaw-breaking definition 
of network, that a word of simple com- 
ponents can only be defined by more 
dificult ones. For most pastors and 
teachers, the elaborate method Fr. 
O’Brien employs in order to establish 
against naturalists and secularists gen- 
erally known Catholic principles and 
aims of education will seem somewhat 
like belaboring truisms. These chap- 
ters do, however, furnish a rich quarry 
of proofs and quotations for these 
Catholic principles. 

What should be both interesting and 
valuable for every teacher and admin- 
istrator is Chapter VII, which, after 
Chapter VI has established “The Con- 
gruity of Christian Perfection as the 
Proper and Immediate End of Educa- 
tion” (pp. 177-196), spells out the 
“Particular Implications for Education” 
(pp. 197-245). 

For Catholic educators the nub is 
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that the Catholie school’s essential and plausibility in logic and strong backing 21 
immediate end is the “children’s moral in authority. Fr. O’Brien cites several. er 
and intellectual formation” (p. 217). Dr. Vincent Smith has ealled the fe 
Insisting upon the twofold aim of moral — school’s part in Catholic education as cl 
training and mental development, Fr. communicating knowledge and truth by 

O’Brien contends that what he terms teaching (p. 207). St. Xavier’s College, tr 
“the general Intellectualist view of the Chicago, declares the “primary work of ce 
function of the school’ cannot reason- the school is to train youth in intel- 10 
ably be reconciled with papal pro- _ lectual virtue which im se does not in- Ww 
nouncements (p. 212). Whereastohim, clude the task of the cultivation of the F 
parallel with the intellectual training, moral virtues” (p. 208). Msgr. John tl 
the moral formation of students is ‘‘an ‘Tracy Ellis has expressed concern that mn 
essential and primary function,” he Catholic schools may be more “an s] 
fairly describes those of the Intelleec- | agency for moral development” than : Si 
tualist camp as recognizing the impor- “an instrument for fostering intellec- eC 
tance of such moral formation but re- tual excellence” (see p. 208). Fr. C1 
garding it as “the essential role of home Thomas C. Donlan holds that while reg 
and Church,” not of the school. They Christian perfection is the proper and au 
hold that the school “has as its proxi- immediate end of education, the pri- s( 
mate or immediate end the perfection mary specific function of the school, ¢] 


of man’s mind through the intellectual 
virtues” (p. 209). While agreeing that 
the perfection in Christ is the mediate 
end of education, they hold that the 
school contributes immediately only the 
intellectual formation. To this the 
family, Church, and State contribute 
as their end among others the moral 
formation. 

This “Intellectualist” view, often as- 
sociated with Cardinal Newman, who 
called knowledge a good in its own 
right and the specific and proximate aim 
of Catholic colleges, has considerable 


however, is intellectual (p. 209). 

As against giving the Catholie school 
primarily an intellectual, not a moral 
purpose, Fr. O’Brien cites and draws 
inferences from several papal state- 
ments. Pope Pius II in Couwnsels to 
Teacher Sisters declared that “the ob- 


ject of the school and of education is 


the formation of the perfeet Christian” 
and called this object “the central 
point” of the Sisters’ labors (p. 209). 
Pope Pius XI said to the De La Salle 
Christian Brothers that “Each Brother 


is a missioner his class” (p. 
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213). To the Union of Italian Teach- 
ers Pius XII urged the ideal of the per- 
feet Christian, which includes being a 
citizen up to date in skills and science. 

With apt analogies Fr. O’Brien illus- 
trates these papal pronouncements and 
concludes “that the Intellectualist opin- 
ion cannot be reasonably reconciled 
with the words of the Pope” (p. 212). 
From authority and reason he argues 
that moral formation in the school does 
not minimize intellectual formation, but 
should rather complement it. Pius XI 
said that “since the family itself is un- 
equal to this task,” it was necessary to 
create the school, because “the younger 
cenerations must be trained in the arts 


It is clear, then, that the Christian 
school has to do with intellectual 
formation as its very function; and 
that this is brought about by teach- 
ing. It is not only a place essentially 
and immediately concerned with 
moral formation; it is vitally con- 
cerned with the intellectual formation 
needed for the full development of 
the Christian’s personal and_ social 
life (p. 218). 


He “deferentially disagrees” that if 
it should be proven that American 
Catholic education has not produced 
adequate intellectual leadership that 
such failure “would be due to overem- 
phasis on moral training” (p. 219). 

Fr. O’Brien makes out a fair and ex- 


and sciences for the advantage of civil 
society” (p. 217). Fr. O’Brien con- 
cludes from this: 


cellent case for considering moral for- 
mation as well as intellectual formation 
as the school’s proximate and immediate 
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end. Thea priori arguments favor the 
moralist view, and the papal statements, 
while not unmistakable, seem to favor 
it too. Nevertheless, many practical 
considerations—and a good many edu- 
cationist thinkers—give support to the 
intellectualist view that the immediate 
aim of the school is learning, the forma- 
tion of character only mediate. 

The question is an important one and 
ought to be further discussed and, if 
possible, settled conclusively. In such 
debates Fr. Obrien’s book should figure 
prominently not only for its thesis, but 
also for its wealth of citations and 
analogies. 

Any teacher or pastor or superintend- 
ent would find the discussions of char- 
ity, of truth, and the “Particular Im- 
plications for Education” interesting 
and valuable. He would enjoy many 
striking analogies, and sometimes even 
be inclined to chuckle over such felici- 
ties as, “It is educationally unsound to 
say that those with an I.Q. of 100 plus 
or thereabouts can take physies, and 
those below that level can take a course 
in making fudge!” (p. 229). 


A. J. App, Pu.D. 


The English Reformation Again 


THE BEGINNING OF THE ENGLISH REF- 
ORMATION. By Hugh Ross William- 
son (Sheed and Ward, New York, 
1958), pp. 113. $2.50. 

Hugh Ross Williamson needs no in- 
troduction to the readers of these pages. 
He has endeared himself to thousands 
of readers on each side of the Atlantic. 
His Great Prayer, James, By the Grace 
of God, Historical Whodunits—all 
books of 1956 vintage—have been 
singled out for review by this Review, 
as have Historical Enigmas (a sequel 
to his Whodunits) and The Day the 
King Was Killed (the execution of 
Charles I, 1649). 
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Unfortunately, the title of this slim 
volume is misleading. The 113 pages 
cover much more detail than Mr. Wil- 
liamson’s title indicates. Within the 
margins of his context he outlines the 
events of more than a century and a 
half of Reformation history, precisely 
the entire era of the Reformation in 
England (1529-1606). Even Dutch 
William gets into the picture. But 
admittedly the most difficult part of 
any book is its title. So we can allow 
Mr. Williamson this license. 

Readers who have little time to un- 
ravel the complicated history of re- 
ligious revolution in England centuries 
ago will welcome this brief digest of 
those events which overflow into three 
massive volumes by Philip Hughes. 
But Mr. Williamson is not quite so 
scrupulous with his interpretation of 
the historical facts as is Msgr. Hughes. 
The latter would never allow Catholic 
St. Augustine to celebrate the Holy 
Communion, as does Mr. Williamson. 
Mass, yes, but never the Holy Com- 
munion. Nor would careful historians 
have criticized the 1549 Book of Com- 
mon Prayer for “excising every refer- 
ence to prayers for the dead and to 
the existence of saints.” ‘ Minimizing”’ 
would have been a more apt word, they 
would agree. In justice to the poor 
Presbyterians, this reviewer thinks it 
should be put on record that not many 
of them descend today to the level of 
name-calling, to insult our Holy Father 
as the actual Anti-Christ. In fairness 
to them Mr. Williamson might have 
castigated one small segment of the 
Lutheran Church for the same offense. 

I do not know if Anglican Arch- 
bishop Tait actually introduced in 1874 
the Public Worship Regulation Act. 
I'll accept the author’s word that he 
did. But I do know that Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Disraeli, after the Pur- 


*. 








BOC 


chas 
that 
dow 
M 
amp 
in e 
Ann 
one 
it is 
not 
sees 
bey: 
eyes 
san 
ann 
poin 
bro 
(in 


men 
of s 
stea 
not 

lish 

hav 
ITisi 
mak 
valu 
and 


by ] 
told 
Parl 
Yor 
Ada 
Sch 
Sem 


W 














BOOK REVIEWS 


chas Judgment, reminded Parliament 
that it was designed specifically to “put 
down the Ritualists.” 

Mr. Williamson selects as his ex- 
ample of Thomas Cromwell’s villainy 
in enriching the King the 15382 Act of 
Annates—a good example indeed. Yet 
one that is more meaningful, because 
it is still with us, is the gaping wound, 
not closed to this day, of sacrilege one 
sees all over England—the ruined ab- 
beys and monasteries. Their sightless 
eyes still gape piteously upon the thou- 
sands of tourists who photograph them 
annually. In faet, Mr. Williamson 
points out that the Great Pillage 
brought into the royal coffers at least 
(in modern currency) $60,000,000. 

If you like this sentence, you are go- 
ing to like the whole book: “Mary was 
forced into the false position of killing 
men who had not gone to chureh and 
of sparing men who had gone there to 
steal the church ornaments.” You may 
not applaud The Beginning of the Eng- 
lish Reformation as heartily as you 
have applauded The Great Prayer or 
Historical Whodunits, but you will 
make no mistake in purchasing this 
valuable little digest of the century 
and a half, and more, of revolt. 

Paut R. Rust, O.M.T. 


Disciples of Christ 


Wnuy I Am a Discre_e or Curist. By 
Hampton Adams (Thomas Nelson «& 
Sons, New York, 1958), pp. 144. 
$2.75. 

This new “Why I Am” is authored 
by Dr. Hampton Adams, pastor, we are 
told by the publisher, of “the famous 
Park Avenue Christian Church, New 
York.” The dust jacket adds that Mr. 
Adams also lectures at Yale Divinity 
School and at Union Theological 
Seminary. 

With this impressive religious back- 
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ground in mind, Catholic readers of 
Why I Am a Disciple of Christ will be 
asking themselves if Mr. Adams is quite 
as erudite as his text professes him to 
be. The text (pp. 132, 133) leads us 
to expect better from the man than the 
faulty and annoying judgments he pro- 
nouneces upon the Roman Catholic 
Chureh. It ought to be said, in passing, 
that the context of this little book is 
literally loaded with controversial 
dynamite. The wonder is that the 
author’s undisguised liberalism has not 
touched off the fuse. 

Mr. Adams outlines briefly the his- 
toric origins and development of the 
Disciples of Christ, tracing their 
genesis from their Founding Fathers, 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell, 
which explains why Disciples of Christ 
were once known by many of their 
Protestant brethren as ““Campbellites.” 
From this point of departure the author 
explains why their very liberal theol- 
ogy is grounded deeply in either the 
Presbyterian or the Baptist ethos. It 
will be seen that whatever dogmatic this 
sect professes is a curious potpourri of 
orthodoxy and heterodoxy. The Bap- 
tist indictment (1829) of the Disciples 
(p. 40) is ample justification for our 
suspicion that this “Why I Am” has 
been woven into the lunatic fringe which 
embroiders modern Protestantism. And 
this we say without passion. 

This book, refreshingly brief, ana- 
lyzes such questions as baptism, Com- 
munion, the nature of the church, to- 
gether with an examination of its 
ministerial organization and its social 
concerns. Ecumenism being the fetish 
of present-day Protestantism, Dr. 
Adams quite naturally devotes a few 
pages to this particular. An adequate 
index completes the work. 

Of some interest to priests and to 
Catholies at large will be the author’s 


398 


curious misunderstandings of orthodox 
exegesis: 

1. Apostolic Suecession: “The Dis- 
ciples of Christ do not hold to the doe- 
trine of the Apostolic Succession 
The insistence on Apostolic Suecession 
by some denominations has to be viewed 
by us as one of the greatest stumbling 
blocks in the way of that goal (i.e., 
chureh unity).” 

2. The Petrine Succession: “It be- 
comes apparent that neither the Pope 
nor the Catholic Church . . . holds the 
key to the church and the kingdom of 
God . . . The Roman Catholie Church 
is in error in interpreting the Cesarea 
Philippi conversations as meaning that 
Peter . . . and those in his suecession 
(are) vicars of Christ” (italics added). 

3. The Holy Eucharist: “It is almost 
impossible for a Disciple of Christ to 
comprehend how the simple meal in the 
Upper Room has been transformed into 
the elaborate mystery of the Mass . 
‘He that eateth and drinketh without 
discerning ’ means that, if you 
allow your mind to wander, your Com- 
munion is only a pretense.” 

4. Baptism: “I do not believe that 
there are many people these days who 
believe that God would lay upon the 
life of an innocent babe the guilt of 
some original sin . Baptism has no 
meaning apart from the reality of a 
new experience of God.” 

Passages such as these set the pace 
for the entire book. Accordingly, one is 
not surprised, only impatient, to read 
observations so characteristic of organ- 
izations as professedly anti-Catholic as 
POAU. 

1. “Our position that only public 
schools should receive publie money 
was reaffirmed.” 

2. “Are those whose marriage is 
solemnized by one ministry of the 
chureh married in the sight of God, 


*. 








BOC 


whil 
forn 
try 

The 


posi 


tian 
tuni 
telli 
othe 
to g 
com 
tion 








BOOK REVIEWS 

while those whose marriage is_per- 
formed by another order of the minis- 
try are considered not to be married? 
The Roman Catholie Church takes this 
position.” 

However, it must be borne in mind, 
Dr. Adams’ context is not necessarily 
the context approved by the publishers. 
Quite laudably, Nelson and Sons are 
placing on the market a desirable series 
of small and inexpensive books devoted 
to the hope that they will afford Chris- 
tians of divergent loyalties an oppor- 
tunity to approach, on an easy and in- 
telligent basis, the minds of one an- 
other. Informed Catholics have much 
to gain by purchasing the works which 
comprise Nelson’s “Why I Am” elabora- 
tions. 


Paut R. Rust, O.M.LI. 


Toward More Saints 


Meruops or Menta Prayer. By 
Giacomo Cardinal Lerearo (The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md., 


1958), pp. xii + 308. $5.75. 


Although formal methods of mental 
prayer became widely diffused only in 
the sixteenth century, traces of them 
can be found throughout the ascetical 
tradition, beginning with Cassian. 

As the illustrious Cardinal 
points out, a systematic form of prayer 
is not necessary for salvation. It 1s, 
however, necessary—though it is a 
means only—for nearly all those who 
aspire to perfection. This is clear not 
only from the Code of Canon Law, 
which prescribes daily meditation for 
religious, clerics and seminarians, but 
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also from pronouncements of the Popes, 
from spiritual writers, and from reason 
itself. 

This book is concerned with expos- 
ing those specific methods of mental 
value estab- 
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agreement. Furthermore, it deals pri- 
marily with only the methods of this 
kind of prayer, not to any great extent 
with its nature and efficacy. A certain 
amount of historical background is fur- 
nished, but it, too, is ordained to elari- 
fication of the methods themselves. 

Three chapters are devoted to the 
several types of formal prayer offered 
by St. Ignatius Loyola in his Spiritual 
Exercises—ordinary meditation, the 
“Three Methods,” ordinary contempla- 
tion, and the application of the senses. 
Complete chapters explain the individ- 
ual methods of St. Francis de Sales, of 
St. Alphonsus Liguori, of St. John Bap- 
tist de la Salle, of the Sulpicians and 
the Carmelites. The author also ex- 
pounds the Franciscan affective prayer, 
although he does not classify it as a 
method of meditation. 

The whole volume treats of acquired, 
not of infused contemplation. Hence 
the prayer of quiet, of full union, of 
ecstasy or spiritual betrothal, of spir- 
itual marriage are omitted. 

These pages “are addressed in a 
special way” to priests, clerics and all 
religious. Priests will be helped not 
only in their personal pursuit of per- 
fection, but also in their direction of 
others, even some of the more devout 
among the laity. 

An aura of scholarliness pervades 
the volume. Each chapter closes with 
a lengthy series of references. It 
would be easier for the reader if these 
were inserted as footnotes. The bib- 
liography, though modestly called 
“short,” fills nearly thirteen pages and 
is particularly precious for the author’s 
personal comments upon the contents 
and utility of each item. 

The chapter entitled “Supplemen- 
tary Forms of Prayer” will be helpful 
to many. It proposes sundry methods 
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of prayer for those who, either owing 
to natural inability, impaired healthy or 
preoccupation with onerous duties, are 
unable to concentrate and follow the 
regular methods. 

Another precious chapter provides : 
“Synthesis of the Methods of Prayer.” 
In it diocesan priests, whose daily or- 
der is necessarily irregular, will find 
some wise suggestions about the time 
and place for mental prayer. 

The outstanding clarity of the work 
is retained in the excellent translation. 
The distinguished Cardinal tells us that 
he wrote the book because the crises of 
the modern world with its dark future 
can be solved by saints only. He be- 
lieves that the road to sainthood ean be 
traversed by rediscovering “the ways 
of perfection in the practice of mental 
prayer.” 

CLARENCE McAutirrr, S8.J. 


Life in Christ 


Lire IN Curist: Instructions in the 
Catholic Faith. By Rev. James 
Killgallon and Rev. Gerard Weber 
(Life in Christ, Chicago, 1958), 286 
pp. Paper, $1.00. 

A restoration of the Bible and the 
liturgy to their proper place, greater 
emphasis on the Church as the Mysti- 
-al Body of Christ, stress upon the so- 
cial implications of Catholicism, a pos- 
itive approach to morality—these are 
some of the expressions that come to 
mind when one thinks of the keryg- 
matic revival in modern catechetics. 
Though Life in Christ does not repre- 
sent the perfect realization of these 
ideals, it is perhaps the first manual 
for converts to realize them to any sig- 
nificant degree. 

Those familiar with the widely ac- 
claimed Katholischer Katechismus will 
recognize a similarity in the general or- 
dering of topics: man’s destiny, God, 
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creation, the preparation for and com- 
ing of the Redeemer, the Church, the 
sacraments, the commandments, the 
Parousia. Again the pattern used in 
each lesson is somewhat the same: an 
introductory passage from Scripture, a 
brief preview of the lesson, questions 
and answers, a concluding section with 
reflections on daily life and _ the 
Church’s liturgy. Although questions 
and answers make up the greater part 
of the text, these are intended more for 
explanation than for memorization. 

For the most part the authors have 
succeeded in their attempt at a vital, 
Christo-centric approach to catechetics. 
Two features are particularly com- 
mendable from the viewpoint of convert 
work: first, their relegation of formal 
apologetics to the background and their 
delicate handling of such subjects as 
Our Lady, the Mass, Scripture, evolu- 
tion, the Protestant revolt, marriage and 
sex; second, the exceptional quality of 
the books recommended for supple- 
mentary reading. We hope, however, 
that in future editions they will; (1) 
lengthen the introductory sections of 
each lesson, even at the cost of expand- 
ing what is now a very compact manual; 
(2) develop the life of Christ more fully 
and give greater prominence to the sub- 
lime notion of the Parousia (especially 
as the Church’s “final glory”); (3) 
postpone sections on the Mass until they 
have treated of incorporation into the 
Church; (4) qualify questions and an- 
swers about “proofs” for the divinity, 
the Resurrection, the primacy, infal- 
libility. 

Life in Christ is admittedly brief and 
sketchy. It will never substitute for 
eareful explanation by directors of con- 
vert classes and other adult study 
groups. It will, however, be a valuable 
book in their joyful task of spreading 
the “Good News.” 

JoserpH G. Murray, S.J. 


A Word on Recent Publications 


Little has been told of the lives of 
two of our modern “saints.” But a 
Dublin publisher, Clonmore & Reynolds, 
has, under imprimatur, placed on the 
market two very small volumes. Both 
retail for a modest 10/6, approximately 
$1.50 in our exchange. 

One volume (114 pages) bioscopes the 
career of Charles De Foucauld, and has 
been written by Lancelot C. Sheppard. 
Born in September, 1858, he was mur- 
dered in December, 1916, by a band of 
brigands. His life is worth remember- 
ing because conversion from a dissolute 
life revived his faith and brought him 
safely within the hortus conclusus of the 
Trappist’s sanctuary. The Little 
Brothers, founded after his tragic death, 
carry out his work in many parts of the 
world. 

Anne de Guigné is the other biog- 
raphy just published by the same firm. 
Written by M. D. Poinsenet and trans- 
lated from the French by Fergus Mur- 
phy, this 150-page book deals with the 
remarkable character of a French child 
who died just short of eleven years of 
age. So remarkable is the character of 
Anne that her cause for canonization 
has already been acted upon favorably. 
Even now she enjoys the title “Servant 
of God.” The Church, of course, will 
ultimately give a verdict which, it is 
hoped, will reecho the prediction of Pope 
Saint Pius X: “There will be child 
saints.” 


St. John Chrysostom, exponent par 
excellence of the oratorical school of the 
Second Sophistic, is the subject of an 
inexpensive Newman Press book (paper 
bound). The author, Fr. Bruno H. Van- 
denberghe, O.P., recites briefly the 
highlights of the career of this great 
Father of the Eastern Church. Of espe- 
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cial merit in John of the Golden Mouth 
is its eighth chapter which publishes a 
scrupulously translated rendition of the 
Saint’s spectacular sermon in defense 
of Eutropius—the immortal “Vanity of 
vanities: all is vanity.” The final 
chapter capitulates the homiletie im- 
portance of Chrysostom for us mod- 
erns. 


Saints of the Missal by the Rt. Rev. 
Benedict Baur, O.S.B. This 267-page 
book, which retails for $3.95, comprises 
the saints of the Roman Missal litur- 
gically honored between July and De- 
cember. An earlier volume treated the 
saints whose offices are celebrated the 
first six months of the year. Abbot 
Baur’s delightful volumes are sure to 
become companions of our most ex- 
alted book, the Missal. They un- 
doubtedly fill a need, especially for our 
lay people who more and more are ac- 
customing themselves to the use of the 
Daily Missal. Priests will be happy to 
recommend this small volume, as well 
as Volume I, to their parishioners. 

For those who have read with inter- 
est Mrs. Keyes’ St. Anne, Grandmother 
of Our Savior, Fr. Eugene Lefebvre’s 
A Land of Miracles (St. Anne’s Book- 
shop, Ste. Anne de Baupré, 1958, $2.00) 
will come as a genuine delight. This 
small (185 pages) book, adorned with 
a Preface by the Archbishop of Quebec, 
describes many of the miraculous cures 
attributed to the intercession of Good 
Saint Anne, the Wonder-Worker of 
North America. Handsomely bound, 
printed, and illustrated, A Land of 
Miracles ought to be of especial interest 
to clerical and lay pilgrims to the shrine 
which for three hundred years, since the 
cure of Louis Guimond in 1658 to the 
cure of Sister Mary Anne Louis, 
attested to by this fortunate nun in 
May, 1957, has been, in the words of the 
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author, “a light that illumines the 
world.” 


P.R.R. 


Complete Wedding Service. Choir 
directors and organists will find in 
Father John C. Selner’s book, selections 
needed for weddings: processional and 
recessional music, the proper for the 
Nuptial Mass, Latin and English hymns, 
invocations, blessings, ete., set in three 
ways (SATB, TTB and unison). There 
is also an interesting adaption of Psalm 
127 and some successful musical adap- 
tations, especially the Ave Maria of the 
14th-century composer Arcadelt. Clear 
printing and well-spaced pages will 
please those in the choir loft; the white 
cover with its distinctive gold lettering 
will delight the bride who receives this 
book as a wedding present; she will long 
treasure this unusual reminder of the 
great day. The Newman Press, West- 
minster, Md. 


The Gospel of Joy. Paseal has said 
that nobody is as happy as a real Chris- 
tian, and J. M. Perrin, O.P., shows that 
this is true because a Christian who has 
met the demands of the beatitudes pos- 
sesses the happiness they promise. The 
nature of joy, some of its aspects, pos- 
sible coexistence with sadness, the joy 
of Christ and of His Mother, all these 
are beautifully described in the first 
part of the book. Then follow medita- 
tions on each of the eight beatitudes, 
and a final convincing section estab- 
lishes that joy is a requirement of holi- 
ness. The author’s words acquire added 
weight when it is learned that for many 
vears he has been blind. P. D. Gilbert’s 
translation is to be commended for its 
smoothness. Newman Press, Westmin- 
ster, Maryland, 1957, viii + 129 pp., 
$2.50. 
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LOOK REVIEWS 


English and Irish Publications 


Legionaries of Mary and their spir- 
itual directors will weleome The Easy, 
Short, Secure and Perfect Way by Rev. 
Denis J. Kelly (The Word Press, Had- 
zor, Droitwich) in spite of its cumber- 
some title. It is the most complete man- 
ual of St. Louis-Marie-Grignion de 
Montfort’s “True Devotion” to Our 
Blessed Mother that has come our way. 
The first part consists mainly of the 
Saint’s “Secret of Mary”; the second, 
of the exercises for the consecration of 
oneself to her; the third, of considera- 
tions on the apostolate; the fourth, of a 
large number of prayers and devotions. 


Messrs. Gill of Dublin have published 
The Catholic Priesthood, a selection of 
papal documents, edited magnificently 
by Msgr. Veuillot. In 600 inexpensive 
pages a host of subjects are touched 
upon and a wonderful index makes it 
possible to find quickly any reference. 
The preface by Archbishop Montini and 
the introduction by Msgr. Veuillot are 
both important. 


An ideal “five minute book” has been 
published by Sands for the famous Beda 
Called The Beda Book, 
it is a collection of the outstanding ar- 
ticles that have been printed over the 
vears in the The 
“Beda,” as we in England affectionally 


College, Rome. 


college review. 


know it, caters to convert clergymen, 
who wish to become priests, late voca- 
tions and priests doing post-graduate 
courses. The selection of articles gath- 
ered in this volume reveals great com- 
petence, scholarship and charity. 


The late Archbishop Goodier’s An In- 
troduction to Ascetical and Mystical 
Theology was a best-seller in its day. 
Now it is re-issued by Burns, Oates. A 
re-reading of it confirms one’s estimate 
of its balance, simplicity and authority. 

FRANCIS J. Rrptey, C.MS. 
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Rank Movie Ads 


Fa is easy,” said Blaise Pascal, “and has infinite forms.” Some of those 
infinite forms appear in the film ads running endlessly in the newspapers of our land. 
If not blatantly meretricious, many of them are nevertheless subtly corrupting; they 
have the stench of damp rot about them. 

To cite a few, picked at random: “See the Rape of Rome—World’s Most Brutal 
Orgy!”"—“A Picture of Wicked Charm . . . a largely bawdy and lively comedy of 
cuckoldry”"—“Circus of Love . . . a round of passionate clinches.” The photos and 
drawings used to prove the point, prove the point. Even that genuinely great news- 
paper, the New York Times, upon whose masthead is proudly emblazoned “All the 
News That’s Fit to Print,” is not above featuring film advertisements unfit to print. 

Since the majority of movie-goers are in their teens or very early twenties, it is they 
mostly who scan the ads, and it is they who are—at that age—most susceptible to the 
power of evil suggestion larded into the shameless displays. 

According to reliable authorities, the films themselves (with some exceptions) are 
rarely as provocative as the ads used to lure avid viewers. These ads, ballyhooing sex 
and violence, promise more than the pictures deliver. That is always a trick of evil: 
it seduces through lies. 

Aesop tells the fable of a man who went fishing in a river. After stretching his 
nets right over the stream from bank to bank, he tied a stone to a rope and beat the 
water with it to make the startled fish swim into the meshes without even looking 
where they were going. One of the citizens of the place saw what was happening and 
reproached the fisherman for muddying up the people’s clear stream. “But the stream 
has to be disturbed like this,” replied the shrewd operator, “or I make no haul.” 

What can be done by interested Americans to counter this muddying process that 
continues apace? Concerted action by groups of citizens unafraid of being tagged 
“do-gooders” or “censors” might suitably protest to the newspapers. The dailies are 
usually sensitive to written complaints by subscribers. But how many people even 
bother to complain? Theatres might be informed of serious objections to offensive ads 
published for even unobjectionable films. The real culprits are often the Hollywood 
producers, since their promotion staffs plan ads and furnish copy and cuts to local 
theatres. Courteous, firm and intelligent (and numerous) letters do carry weight. 
Democracy operates on the principle of pressure groups, and Catholics don’t do enough 
pressuring. 

This is still a Christian nation, and the ordinary Christian sense of decency should 
be respected. Said Pius XII in a talk on the responsibility of the press: “The world 
shudders today to contemplate the mass of misfortune that has overwhelmed it. May it 
not be traced back to the flood of error and false moral standards 
let loose by the written and spoken word . . .?” 

A growing percentage of film ads are, at best, vulgar and dis- 
honest; at worst, they are base, pagan and downright scandalous. 
Those who design these advertisements and those who publish 
them have a lot to answer for. So do those who should do some- 
thing about the evil, but don't. 


AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. ” 
Associate Editor 
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NEED MONEY? 


tor a 


CHURCH *& SCHOOL *& COLLEGE & HOSPITAL 
DIOCESAN APPEAL % RECTORY %& CONVENT 
SEMINARY 5% MOTHERHOUSE & HIGH SCHOOL 
DEBT OR MORTGAGE REDUCTION & 


INCREASED ORDINARY INCOME 


Let Foley Associates... 
exclusively a Catholic 
fund-raising organization. .. 
assist you 









Foley Associates Inc. is a nationwide, Catholic firm of professional fund raisers. At 
no obligation we survey the problem, analyze the potential, and recommend the goal. 

We plan and direct the campaign, and then follow up for maximum realization. 
We operate strictly on a fee basis, not percentage, and our fee is based on the time 
and manpower expended. There are no contingencies. 


What Bishops and Priests Are Saying about Foley Associates . . . 


“I feel your campaign has been much more valuable 
to the Church than the mere money received.” 
Most Rev. P. W. Bartholome 
Bishop, St. Cloud, Minn. 


“Your firm is to be commended for its interest in the 

follow-up procedure, which has so much bearing on 

the ultimate outcome."’ Rev. Ralph J. Alstadt, Pastor 
St. Marks, Kenosha, Wis. 


“Foley Associates fund-raising council performs a 
thorough job with maximum results and minimum 
effort for pastor and parishioners.” 
Most Rev. Lawrence B. Casey 
Auxiliary Bishop, Rochester, N. Y. 


“The results obtained far surpassed our most optimis- 
tic hopes and left in the parish a feeling of good will 
and pride of accomplishment.” 
Rev. Francis E. Horrigan, Pastor 
St. James, Syracuse, N. Y. 


“I wish to express my deep appreciation for the high 
school successes you have achieved in Appleton and 
Oshkosh. Not only were you financially successful, but 
I am greatly satisfied with the fine Catholic manner 
in which the drives were conducted.” 
Most Rev. Stanislaus V. Bona 
Bishop, Green Bay, Wis. 


Typical F/A Parish Success... 


GOAL RESULT 
St. Peter’s, Geneva, Ill. ....... $165,000 $171,660 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
CONE FIM, oo oes ee cee vex 150,000 165,000 
Holy Ghost, Houston, Texas ..... 600,000 682,000 
St. Ambrose, Rochester, N.Y. ... 375,000 556,000 
St. Edward’s, Racine, Wis. ...... 250,000 410,144 
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q. Mediator Dei teaches that every instrument and 

symbol should be of appropriate fineness, so should be the 

candles of the Mass. Purity and performance, simplicity 

and grace, with traditional proportioning to preserve the 

symbolism of the wax, the wick and the flame — all are 
elements of appropriate fineness. 


Will & Baumer offers, for Liturgical use, the 








Purissima Brand Mass Candle, made from 100% pure 


v beeswax. Also available are Mass candles containing lesser 


amounts of beeswax: Missa Brand — 66-2/3% pure bees- 
U wax and Altar Brand—51% pure beeswax. Each is 
clearly stamped and certified as to beeswax content. 
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